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Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 2022

The Assam
Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 2022

Hon’ble Speaker Sir,  I beg to move the
amendments in the Principal Act, The Assam Panchayat Act, 1994”
and the objectives of the Act is : the proposed Assam Panchayat
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 seeks to amend the relevant sections for the
The Assam Panchayat Act, 1994 pertaining to establishment  and

constitution of  Gaon Panchayat. In the Principal Act, the provision
is there that a Gaon Panchayat shall be established with population
not less than  six thousand and not more than  ten thousand, which is
a huge gap. For proper distribution  of fund and ensure equal devel-
opment, the gap of population should be minimized. On the other
hand,  most of the Gaon Panchayats have crossed  the upper limit of
population  as mentioned in the  Principal Act during the period of
last 27 years. Therefore, an                  amendment is required to cope
up with  the situation. The President of a Gaon Panchayat is directly
elected  by  the voters  of the constituencies (ward) of the Gaon
Panchayat. But, according to the Principal Act,  ten nos. of elected
members of the Gaon Panchayat can move ‘no-confidence motion’
and remove the president from his office  though the  President has
not been elected from among the members. So, the relevant sections
should be amended for election of the President of a Gaon Panchayat
from amongst the  elected members, not directly by the  voters of the
Gaon Panchayat constituencies. It is also  noticed that many compe-
tent  and honest candidates are not elected  for not being  nominated
by  a political party in Panchayat election. Therefore, the  proposed
amendment bill seeks to  amend relevant section for conducting  Gaon
Panchayat election  without the symbol of political party.

Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I want to beg  amendment in the
Prinicpal Act, in section 5 in sub section (1) for the word “six’’
appearing in between the words “than” and “thousands” in the sixth
line, the word “nine” shall be substituted. In the seventh  line, for the
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word  “ten” appearing in between the words “than” and “thousand”,
the word  “eleven” shall be  substituted.
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rized by  the Deputy Commissioner for this purpose shall call a
meeting  of the Gaon Panchayat which shall be  hereinafter called



( 50 )
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The Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Bill, 2022  

The House adjorned till 3 P.M.
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Hon’ble Speaker sir, Reso-
lution brought in the House by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Shri Debabrata Saikia along with other Members,
Shri Zakir Hussain Sikdar, Shri Manoranjan Talukdar,
Dr. Rafiqul Islam, Shri Bharat Ch. Narah. The question
that have been raised for the Resolution, if we see it
here, there are many things that have been asked. One
was the NDRF, SDRF fund of the State. What was the
damage? This also also been asked, but I will like to give
only on the part of the dam safety committee as well as
the organization that is the main issue of the topic. So,
according to the Dam Safety Act and in Assam before
this Act was supposed to be taken, when I had gone
through it, I had found that there is also a confusion
between the Department i.e. which of the Department
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will be going for the Dam Safety Committee. Whether it
is supposed to be the Water Resources Department or
be the Power Department? The reason behind is that,
the Water Resources Department from  the Central Gov-
ernment had  given an issue stating that Committee
should be formed. But in Assam, as because the Water
Resources Department has not taken it, it was the Power
Department who had taken the proposal to accept it and
then it to have a Committee in this very matter. On that
very basis, the Dam Safety Act, 2021 provides for sur-
veillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of the
specified dam for prevention for dam failure, related di-
saster and provide for institutional mechanism to en-
sure the safe functions and for matter connected with
our incidental there to. The Dam Safety Act, 2021 ex-
tends to the whole of India, that very true, but in Assam,
the Committee for the State of Assam was constituted
on 10th of June, 2022. After this Committee has been
formed, within 180 days the Dam Safety organization
has to be formed. That organization will be looking after
any of the related issues whatever has been asked for.
So we had committed to have a meeting on the 15th of
this September, 2022 not because an question has been
asked. But it has already been decided on 10th of June,
2022 that on 15th of September, 2022 this very constitu-
tion which is an organization will be constituted and
after that only we will be able to move for the process of
what you all have been asking for. As per the provision
of the Act, Chief Engineer, Hydro Power Department,
Government of Arunachal  Pradesh and Director of Power
Generation Corporation Ltd., Meghalaya have been in-
cluded as Members in State Dam Committee for the State
of Assam. That means for the upstream as well as for the
downstream, we have taken both from Arunachal
Pradesh as well as Meghalaya and the rank of Director
General, as well as the Chief Executive Engineer. Then
the first meeting of the Dam Safety Committee is pro-
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posed to be held on  15th of September, 2022  at the head
of the Assam Power Generation Corporation Ltd. for con-
stitution of the State Dam Safety Organization. As per
clause 37 of the Chapter 8 of the Act, without prejudice
to the provisions of this Act or liability of the owner of the
specified Dam, another organization or authorities un-
der this Act, every owner organization and authority shall
render necessary assistance if so required by any au-
thority under any law for the time being in force to miti-
gate any disaster or emergency arising out of the speci-
fied dam. Hence, it is being set, the compensation that
has to be given .is not been directly affected but once the
organisation will be formed then it will be able to looked after the
compensatory part of the issues that you have raised for.  This was
this the other thing that has been raised for the country of Bhutan that
we have asked for. So in here also this was also been given from the
Jal Jiban Shakti that is from the Water Resources Department, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation from the Central Government.
It is an Indo Bhutan Co-operation which has been given. So we being
the State of Assam which  falls under Govt. of India. The Government
of India looks after this schemes

A scheme titled “Comprehensive Scheme for Establishment of
Hydro-meterological and Flood Forecasting Network on river
Common  to  India  and   Bhutan” is in operation. The network consists
of 32 Hydro-meterologica stations located in Bhutan and being
maintained by the Royal Government of Bhutan with funding from
India. The data received from these stations  are  utilized in India for
formulating flood forecasts.

Joint Experts Team (JET) consisting of senior official from the
Government of India and Royal Government of Bhutan (RGoB)
continuously review the progress and other requirement of a network
of 32 Hydro-meterologica sites in the catchments of rivers Puthimari,
Pagladiya, Sunkosh Manas, Raidak, Torsa, Aie and Jaldhaka common
to India and Bhutan. So far JET has met 35 times alternately in India
and Bhutan since its reconstitution in 1992 and the last JET meeting
i.e, 35th meeting was held at Paro, Bhutan during 6-7th March, 2019.
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After that a Joint Group of expert (JGE) on Flood Management
has been constituted between India and Bhutan to discuss and access
the probable causes and effects of the recurring flood and erosion in
the southern foothills of Bhutan and adjoining plains in India and
recommend to both Governments appreciate and mutally acceptable
remedial measures. Nine  meetings of   JGE   have  been  held so far
. The  9th  meeting  was held  during  7-8th  January, 2020 at Punakha
, Bhutan. In  accordance  with the  decision  taken  the first meeting of
JGE, a Joint technical Team (JTT) on Flood Manegement between
the two countries was constituted. The purpose of JTT is to assess
the field situation and provide technical support to JGE on flood
management. Six meetings of JTT have been held so far. The 6th

meeting of JTT was held during 12-13th September, 2019 at
Jalpaiguri,India.

After the resolution that have been brought and then with
have gone through this we also thought that as an Assam we should
also have been status of the report what  India Government has taken
it. so we will take into account what was being set this is very
important topic which was brought into the house because Assam has
been always flooded. But at the same time when we say Assam has
been always flood every time we will not be given the think to the
dam saying that because of the construction of the dam Assam has
been flooded. We became also say of the climatic changes that happens
in an over an out. So, this year where ever the flood was happen we
have seen the climatic changes have taken place and then we had an
only season of rain also in Assam this year. So accordingly at the
same time if we don’t go for the hydro electric project also, electricity
is also again required. So in a vice-versa one thing we required and
another we caanot discarded.So as a whole, we even see to it what
are steps can be taken into account and I say that this resolution which
you  have brought it  here should be taken all and it can go for the next
discussion also.Thank you so much.

Dam safety Act 
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continue 

The House Adjourn till 09:30 AM on 14-09-2022.


