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l.

Composition of
The Assam Legislative Assembly Delegation

Shri Biswajit Daimary, Hon’ble Speaker
Assam Legislative Assembly and Head of the Delegation

Accompanying Officials —

Smti Deergha Baruah
Joint Secretary, I/C, CPA Cell and Coordinator and SOCATT Member

Shri Sauman Baruah,
OSD to the Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly




INTRODUCTION

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (popularly known as, CPA) is one, amongst the
earliest founded, officially Accredited and Associated Commonwealth Organisation. The
Commonwealth is strengthened by more than 70 such Accredited and 9 Associated
organisations endeavouring in specific fields, starting from education to urban
development etc. CPA is officially distinguished as a part of the Commonwealth cluster and
has been perpetrated with the mission and vision of the Commonwealth, as scripted in the
Commonwealth Charter for being an associated organisation. CPA was established in the
year 1911, as a Membership Association to bring members together, regardless of the
gender, race, faith or traditions, and to bond by the collective interest with respect for the
rule of law and individual rights with the freedom by the quest of productive standards of
Parliamentary Democracy.

The CPA is created with altogether 180 Legislatures (or Branches) segregated into nine
geographic regions from 53 Commonwealth countries, along with 110 years of operational
experience, with a strength of approximately 17000 Parliamentary Members. CPA tenders a
generous privilege to the Parliamentarians and Officials of the Member Legislatures to
team up for a collective growth and networking for good governing practices etc. The CPA
is the only Commonwealth organisation to reflect national, state, provincial and territorial
Parliaments and Legislatures’ interests under one umbrella.

CPA aspires to enhance the assurance of the Commonwealth for the maximum benchmark
of democratic governance and parliamentary practices with a mission statement as
mentioned below,

“To promote knowledge of the constitutional, legislative, economic, social and cultural
aspects of parliamentary democracy, with particular reference to the countries of the
Commonwealth.”

The main attention of the mission of CPA is on the good governance with the prime
objective to attain through transparency, accountability, economic oversight and auditing
procedures.

| have the privilege to participate in the 68" Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference
from 5 to 22 October, 2025 held at Bridgetown, Barbados as an Executive Member of the
CPA International Executive Committee as nominated by the Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha
for the third consecutive term to represent CPA India Region.

The report intends to offer the details of the participation of CPA Assam State Branch (India
Region) at the 68™ CPA Conference in Bridgetown, Barbados together with the
observations during the post — Conference study tour to Argentina.

| anticipate the information contained in the report will be valuable for the Hon’ble
Members.

BISWAIJIT DAIMARY
Hon’ble Speaker,
Assam Legislative Assembly
&

Head of the Delegation




68th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference —
Barbados

The 68" Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference was hosted by the Parliament of
Barbados and the CPA Barbados Branch in Bridgetown, the capital city and administrative
center of the country. The Conference programme included the CPA General Assembly,
plenary sittings, thematic workshops, regional and network meetings, the 41°* CPA Small
Branches Conference, the 9" Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) Conference,
meetings of the Commonwealth Parliamentarians with Disabilities (CPwD) network, the 59"
Meeting of the Society of Clerks-at-the-Table (SoCATT), and the 3" Emilia Monjowalifaka
Lecture.
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About the Host Country:

Barbados is a sovereign island republic located in the Lesser Antilles of the Caribbean.
Despite its small geographical size, the country is widely recognized for its political stability,
mature democratic institutions, and unwavering commitment toward constitutional
governance. Barbados attained independence from British colonial rule on 30 November
1966 and, marking a significant constitutional transition, became a republic on 30
November 2021, while retaining its membership within the Commonwealth of Nations.

The political system of Barbados is founded on the Westminster model of parliamentary
democracy. It has a bicameral Parliament comprising the House of Assembly and the
Senate. Executive authority is vested in the Prime Minister and the Cabinet, who are




collectively responsible to Parliament. The President of Barbados, elected by Parliament,
serves as the ceremonial Head of the State. The country has a long-standing tradition of
free and fair elections, an independent judiciary, and a professional civil service.

Barbados has played an active and constructive role within the Commonwealth and the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association over several decades. The Barbados Parliament
has contributed to CPA activities through participation in conferences, workshops, and
executive deliberations, and has supported initiatives aimed at strengthening parliamentary
governance, small-branch cooperation, and inclusive democratic practices. The hosting of
the 68" CPC further reaffirmed Barbados’ standing as a trusted and capable partner within
the CPA community.

As a Small Island Developing State (SIDS), Barbados has emerged as a leading advocate on
issues of climate change, sustainable development, debt resilience, and international
cooperation. Given its vulnerability to sea-level rise and extreme weather events, the
country has consistently called for stronger global climate action and equitable solutions.
This advocacy aligns closely with Commonwealth priorities, making Barbados an
appropriate host for the 68" CPC.

Culturally, Barbados reflects a rich Afro-Caribbean heritage shaped by centuries of history,
community traditions, and artistic countenance. Festivals such as Crop Over, along with the
island’s music, dance, and culinary traditions, highlight the effervescence of Barbadian
society. Bridgetown, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, stands as a testament to the country’s
historical legacy, blending colonial-era architecture with modern civic life. The warmth,
efficiency, and hospitality extended by the host nation contributed significantly to the
smooth conduct and overall success of the Conference.




68th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, Barbados

Theme: “The Commonwealth: A Global Partner”

Dates: 5 —12 October 2025

Venue: Bridgetown, Barbados

Host: Parliament of Barbados and the CPA Barbados Branch

The 68th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference (CPC)
was held in Bridgetown, Barbados
from 5 to 12 October 2025,
bringing together hundreds of
parliamentarians, presiding
officers, clerks and parliamentary
experts from across the
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA) membership.
The event served as one of the
largest annual gatherings of
lawmakers and parliamentary
officials from the nearly 180 nations and legislatures that make up the CPA.

At its core, the Conference revolved around the theme “The Commonwealth: A Global
Partner” —highlighting the Commonwealth’s role as a collaborative force in promoting
democratic governance, inclusive development, and cooperative engagement across global
challenges. The theme emphasised how parliamentary diplomacy and inter-parliamentary
cooperation can contribute to shared priorities such as strengthening democracy,
enhancing governance, and addressing transnational issues that no single nation can
resolve alone.




Key Components of the Conference

The 68th CPC featured a rich programme of activities and sessions designed to deepen
dialogue and practical collaboration among Commonwealth parliaments:

*¢* General Assembly and Debates
A central forum where member representatives debated key issues aligned with the
conference theme and reflected on the role of parliaments in global partnership and
collective action.

¢ Thematic Workshops
Participants engaged in multiple workshops covering topical parliamentary concerns,
including:

o Strengthening democratic institutions and parliamentary independence

o Leveraging digital technologies to enhance democratic engagement

o Addressing climate change and its intersection with public health

o Promoting financial transparency and good governance
These sessions were instrumental in generating insights and sharing best practices among
legislators from diverse contexts.

<+ Network Meetings and Side Events
The CPC also hosted several specialised gatherings including:

o 41st CPA Small Branches Conference

o 9th Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) Conference

o Meetings of the Commonwealth Parliamentarians with Disabilities (CPwD) network

o 59th Society of Clerks at the Table (SOoCATT) meeting
These events provided valuable spaces for focused dialogue on representation, inclusion
and parliamentary capacity building.

# Lifaka Lecture and Awards
The 3rd Emilia Monjowalifaka Lecture, delivered during the Conference, underscored the
significance of democratic values and collaborative leadership. Presentations of the
Commonwealth Parliamentarian of the Year awards recognised outstanding contributions
to democratic governance.




Significance and Outcomes

Under the banner of “The Commonwealth: A Global Partner,” the 68th CPC reaffirmed the
Commonwealth’s commitment to democratic principles, shared prosperity, and collective
action on global issues such as technology adoption, climate change, governance reforms
and inclusive representation. Discussions emphasised the interconnected nature of
contemporary challenges, and the Conference reinforced the value of parliamentary
exchange, capacity building, and peer learning in tackling these challenges collaboratively.

The event also provided bilateral engagement opportunities, enabling delegates to foster
stronger ties with counterparts from other countries, and reinforced the CPA’s role as a
vital platform for parliamentary diplomacy and cooperation throughout the
Commonwealth.
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68" COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE -
WORKSHOPS:

The seven main conference workshops and their recommendations were as follows:
Workshop A: Strengthening our Institutions to Support Democracy

Workshop A examined the resilience and adaptability of democratic institutions in the 21st
century. The discussions underscored that India’s democratic journey is rooted in a long
civilisational heritage of collective decision-making and community governance. Participants
reflected on the importance of constitutional adaptability, noting that more than 100
constitutional amendments and the repeal of numerous obsolete laws demonstrate how
institutions must evolve to remain responsive.

— i The role of the Election Commission as
8 an independent constitutional authority
was emphasized as a pillar of democratic
credibility. The workshop also explored
electoral reforms, digital governance
innovations such as Digital Sansad and

i o Semrtnr The Mt Manoreeabile Reginadd & Farley. 7B, JF: FCA. CPA

R the National e-Vidhan Application, and

Presidear of the Commonmeraith Partismestary Amociation

the integration of Al-based transcription
and multilingual accessibility tools to
enhance transparency and citizen
engagement.

The separation of powers between the
legislature, executive and judiciary was reaffirmed as fundamental to accountability.
Parliamentary oversight mechanisms including Question Hour, committee scrutiny and
judicial review were discussed as safeguards against misuse of authority. The workshop
concluded that institutional strength lies in transparency, inclusivity, and technological
modernization.

Conclusion:

India’s experience shows that democracy is sustained not merely by periodic elections but
by strong, adaptable institutions that uphold transparency,accountability, and inclusivity.
From its ancient traditions to its modernParliament, from electoral reforms to digital
innovation, and from social legislation to international cooperation, India has demonstrated
that strengthening institutionsis essential for supporting democracy.

For the Commonwealth Parliamentary family, India’s journey offersvaluable lessons:
institutions must be rooted in democratic values, continuouslyreformed to meet new
challenges, and made accessible to all citizens. Only throughstrong institutions can
democracies worldwide ensure resilience, legitimacy, andshared prosperity.
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Workshop B: Leveraging Technology — Enhancing Democracy through
Digital Transformations and Tackling the Digital Divide

Workshop B focused extensively on the transformative role of technology in strengthening
democratic processes. Participants noted that democracy is enhanced when citizens are
closely connected with Parliament, and digital tools serve as critical bridges between
representatives and the public.

The World e-Parliament Report 2024 was referenced to highlight that a majority of
parliaments globally have adopted multi-year digital strategies, with increasing use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al), cloud computing and digital communication systems. The
workshop emphasized that technological innovation must be aligned with transparency,
accessibility and inclusivity.

Conclusion: India has become pre-eminent Nation in use of technology for transforming
lives of citizens and for bringing efficiency in Governance. Technological progress and
application of e-parliament has brought about major transformative shifts in how our
parliamentary democracy functions. From bringing internet access to remote corners of
the country to making government services available online, the initiative has truly bridged
the digital divide. Today, people can access healthcare, education, banking, and other
services with just afew clicks. e-Parliament is playing immense role in promoting e-
Democracy. Needless to say, just as society is changing with the wider application of
technology, parliament too, is changing as it is opening up to greater citizen engagement.

Workshop C: Championing the Human Factor from a Gender and Accessibility Lens

Workshop C highlighted inclusive governance through gender equality and accessibility
frameworks. Constitutional guarantees such as equality before law and non-discrimination
were discussed alongside legislative milestones like enhanced representation for women in
Parliament and State Legislatures.

Participants reviewed laws protecting women'’s rights, workplace safety, maternity benefits,
and equal remuneration. The session also addressed the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, expanding protections and ensuring political participation through accessible polling
stations and inclusive electoral guidelines.

The workshop emphasized inter sectionality, noting that women with disabilities face
compounded barriers. The need for leadership empowerment, accessible political
environments, and greater representation in decision-making processes was strongly
advocated.

11




Conclusion:

India’s initiatives on gender empowerment and accessibility highlight a robust and evolving
framework that integrates constitutional guarantees, legislative reforms, social schemes,
and grassroots empowerment. From political participation of women to assistive
technologies for persons with disabilities, the Indian model demonstrates that inclusive
development is both a moral imperative and a driver of sustainable growth. As the
Commonwealth prepares for CHOGM 2026, India stands ready to share its experiences and
collaborate with partners to champion the human factor from a gender and accessibility
lens. This approach will ensure that growth across the Commonwealth is equitable,
sustainable and truly inclusive.

Workshop D: Climate Change and its Threat to Global Health — Finding Sustainable



