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ONE MAN COMMISSION OF
INQUIRY

Appointed under the provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry
Act, 1952, vide notification dated 18.07.2020 (published in
Assam Gazette on 20.07.2020) by the Government of Assam,
to inquire into allegations of illegal coal mining activities,
violation of different provisions of law in the process of coal
mining activities in Saleki Proposed Reserve Forest and in
Tikok Open Cast Project area, as well as in other Reserve
Forests etc. under Digboi Forest Division, by different persons
and organizations.
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Annexurs - 4
TYBED COPY

The Gazette of India
EXTRAOQRDINARY

PART-1I- Section 3- Sub-section (i)

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

~EW DELHL MONDAY, JULY 9, 1973/ASADHA 18, 1895

Separate paging Is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate
compilation.

MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(Department of Mines)
ORDER

New Delhi, the 9% July, 1973 '

C.S.R. 345 (E)- In exercise of the powers conferred DY sub-section (1) of Section 5 of
the Coal Mines (Notification) Act, 1673 (25 of 1973), the Central Government hereby
directs that the right, title and interest of the owners in relation to all the coal mMines
referred to in section 3 of the said Act, except the mines specified against serial
numbers 45 to 219 (both inclusive), 227, 235, 260, 265, 275, 441, 483 and 583 of the
Schedule to the said Act, shall with effect from the 9% July, 1973 vest in the Coal Mines
Authority Limited, Calcutta, @ Government Company incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1956 (1 of 1956), having its registered office at Calcutta, in the State of West
Bengal.

[No. 101 (18)/73-CII]
5.8. Lal, )t Sect
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“THE ASSAM GAZETTE

LEIRIER]
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ofie TG A4l eifie
PUBLISHED BY PHF AUTHQRITY

TR 300 Fe, CANIE, 20 SETR, 2020, 29°51%H, 1942 ()
No. 300 Dispur, Monday, 20th July, 2020, 29th Asadha, 1942 (S. E))

GOVERNMENT QF ASSAM
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR
ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT

NOTIFT ON
The [8th Jul+ 2020

No. FRS.TH2008/272.- Whereas thera have been widesptead siactronic and print madia reporls
in recent timas, alleging egal  coal mining activities in Saleki Proposed Reserved Forest under Uigbor
Forest Division fncluding in Tikok Op2n Cast Project (OCP) area by organizations such as Coal imdia
Limited and its subsidiaries and by some unscrupulous individuals and its adverse  environmental
impact on the flora and fauna of the aforessid BrE3; ¥

-AND-

Whareas, there are also allegations of violation of the Forect [Cansarvation) Act, 1880, the Assam Farest

Regulation, 1891, the Wildlife [Protection) Act, 1972, in the process of coal mining activities carned out

by Caal India Limited or its subsidiaries in Saleki Proposed Reserved Forest and also in Tikok Opan Cast
. Project araa,

AN

Whereas, wide powers have been vested in the State Government by the Mines and Minerals
(Gevelopment & Regulation) Act, 1957 and the Rulas framed theraunder, regulating mining leass, period
of lease, coliection of different royalties, preservation of area tor conservation, peralty and recovery for
unauthorizer mining, restoration and rehabilitation of mined area, prevention of illegal mining,
trapsportation and storage. besides powers conferred under Lthe Assam Forest Regulztion, 1891, the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 & the Ajr (Prevention and Control’of Pollution) Act, 1981 and other
related laws;

~ANE-

Whereas, it has now become expedient and necessary, in public interest and slken in the fnterest of
protecticn of Enviranment, Forests and Wildlife in end around Salekl Proposed Reserved Forest and
Tikok Open Cast Project Area, to snguire inlo any vioktion of the oforssaid lEws related 1o Forests,
Wildlife, Mining and Enviranment, during the last 20 years, while carrying out any mining or any othar
activities by any corporation, arganization pr individual in the aforessid forest areas;
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As such, in exercise of powers conferred under section 3 ol the Commissions of Inquiry Act,

1952, the Governor of Asssm is pleased to constitute 3 “One-Man Enguiry Commission” headed by

Justice {Retd.) B. P. Katakey, retired Judge of the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court to cause an enquiry into
the aforesaid allegations with the following Terms of Reference for the Commission:-

L

To enquire as to whether since the year 2003 tifl date, any illegal activities have been
undertaken by any organization or individual in and around Saleki Proposed Reserved Forest
(PRF) under Digboi Forest Division, including the Tikok Open Cast Project of Coal India Limized
[North Eastern Coalfields).

Te enguire and identify organization(s) and individual(s) responsible for undertaking such illegal
mining activitles, if any, in and around the aloresaid iutesg‘ area.

Te enquire into the manner of processing of any application, if made, by any organization or
indwvidual for grant of mining lease in the aforesaid lordst area during the perlod from 2003
onwards, and also to enquire as to whether grant of any mining lease during the said period 'was
in compliance and in conformity with the provisions of applicable laws i.e, the Mines dnd
fdinerals (Development & Regulation) Act, 1957, the Assam =3resl Regulation, 1891, the Forast
{Conservation) Act, 1580, the Environment (Protection] Act 1986, the Wildlife [Protection) Act,
15972 ard other zpplicable Laws and Rules.

To enquire and assess, the extent of ilfegal mining actlvities, if any, in and around the aforesaid
furest areas m:u'l also the impact of such ac-ivities, if any, on the flor2 and fauna generally found
inand around the aforesaid forest area.

To enguire inte and fix responsibility upon govermment oicats at 2ny department found
involved in commission of any illegal mining or any other illegal activity in commission of
shetment of the aforesald forest area.

To enguire Into and suggest measures for recovery of loss, if any, caused due to untawful toal
mining activity under the jurisdiction of Dighol Forest Division, either in the form of rent, royalty,
penalty, land arrears or Baxin terms of Section 21 (5} af the Mines and Minerals (Development &
Regulation) Act, 1957 or under any other law in force during commission of offence of illegal
mining or commission of any other illegal activity.

To enquire into and suggest measures to be taken for restoration, rehabilitation and
raciamation of areas damaged due to illegal coal mining and andiilary activities, it any, and
aporoximate amount of costs to be incurred for such purpose. i

To enquire into any other prohibited regulated achvities Inside all torests (RF/PRF) and wildlife
sanctuary under Digboi Forest Divicion and lo suggest remedial measures to be taken to check
stich activities,

The Comimission is alsc hereby vested with the additianal powers as mentioned In Section 5 {2) o 5
{5} of the Commissiens of Inquiry Act, 1952. For the purpose of conducting any investigation pertaining
to enguiry, the Commission is vested with the powers conferred under Section 5 (A) of the Commissions
of Inguiry Act, 1952. S P. N. Goswarni, Advocate & Standipg Counsel, Envirgnment % Forest
Department shall rapresent the Government of Assam before the Commission. The Commission shall
submit its report within a period of 6 (5ix) monihs from the date of \ssuance of this notification.

KUMAR SANJAY KRISHNA,
Chief Secretary,
Govermment of Assam,
Digpur, Guwahati,
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT
DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6.

mgﬁl“n re-3

ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR
NOTIFICATION

Dated Dispur, the 20 February, 2021

No.FRS.1712018/P1-1/71S: In continuation to this Department’s carlier Notification issucd vide
letter No.FRS.171/2018/272 dated 18.07.2020 and in pursuant to the Order No.25 dated 06.01.2021
passed by the Commission of Inquiry, the Govemor of Assam iv pleased to extend the tenure of the
“One Man Inguiry Commissien™ for a period of 3 (three) months headed by Justice (Rerd.) B. P.
Katakey, retired Judge of the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court.

Sd/- 1. Kalita, ACS
Addl Secretary 10 the Govt. of Assam.
Environment and Forest Deparimert
Memo No.FRS. 17 172018/P=1T15-A, Dated Dispur, the 20" February, 2021
Copy to 3
| Austice B. P. Katskey (Retired Judge Hon'ble Gahali High Court), Commission of Inquiy.
Assam State Z0o & Botanical Garden Campus, R.G Baruah Road Guwahati-78] 00.
Shri Shantanu Bharali. Hon'ble Legal Advisor to Chief Minister, Dispur, Guiwahati-6.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Assam.Panjabari, Guwahati-37
Shri P.N. Goswami, Advocate & Standing Council, Environment and Forest Department.
The P.S. to the Llon'ble Minister, Eavironment and Forest Department, Dispur. Guwahati-6.
The P.S. to the Chief Secretary, Assam, Dispur, Guwahati-f
The P.S. to the Principal Secretary. Hon'ble Chizf Minister. Assam, Dispur. Guwahati-6.
The P.S. to the Principal Secretary, Environment and Forest Depariment, Dispur, Guwahati-6.
 The P.S. Commissioner & Secretary, Environment and Forest Department. Dispur, Ghy-6
10.The Deputy Commissioner, Dibrugarh. Assam.
L1. The Deputy Director, Printing & Stationery, Assam Govt. Press, Bamunimaidan, Guwahati-
21 for favour of publication of the above notification in the next issue of the Assam Gazette.
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Justice B.P. Katakey Commission of Inguiry, WM%‘S :

provisions of Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to inquire into
allegations of illegal coal mining activities, violation of different
provisions of law in the process of coal mining activities in Saleki
proposed Reserve Forest and in Tikak Open Cast Project area efc.
by different persons and organizations.

ORDER SHEET
" DATE | ORDER NO. 25
06.01.2021 Heard Mr. Gautam Rahul and Mr. Dusmanta Madhab Nath, the

learned Advocates for the Commission.

The Government of Assam, in exercise of the powers conferred
| under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, vide
- Netification dated 18.87.2020 constituted this Commission, & fause !-
an inquiry into the allegations of illegal coal mining activities in Saleki
Proposed Reserve Forest under Digboi Forest Division including Tikok |
‘ Open Cast Project, done in violation of the various provisions of I
| various Acts and the Rules framed thereunder, setting out the Terms
- of Reference contained therein. By the said Notification the
i Commission hés also been veste::‘l with the additionél powers as
mentioned in Section 5 [2] to 5 [5] of the said Act, apart from the '
powers conferred under Section 5 [A]. The Commission was required
| to submit its Report within a period of 6 (six) months from the date
af the issuance of the Notification, which period is going tu De over
on 17.01.2021, The said Notification was published in the Assam
gazette [Extra- Ordinary ] on 20.07.2020.

The Chairman of the Commissian, an receipt of the said
Notification has assumed charge of the Inquiry on 21.07.2020 |
/ ' forenoon. The Secretary to the Commission having not appointed
) |and also required accommodation for functioning having not made

available, the Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam was, vide |
’t Order dated 21.07.2020, requested to do the needful in that regard.

|
{

o

Q




was thereafter appointed as the Secretary of the Commission vide

| | Office Order No. 115 dated 06.08.2020 issued by the Additional PCCF
- 1 [ Wildlife) and Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam. The Commission in its | |

' sitting dated 10.08.2020 directed issuance of Public Notice in the
daily newspapers, both in Assamese and English languages, having
wide circulations in the State of Assam in general and in the district
of Tinsukia in particuiar, inviting Written Statementsaffact'sreiatwi
| ' to the Terms of Reference from all the interested and/ aggrieved
persons, parties, organizations and members of the public
acquainted with the subiect matter of the inquiry Lru:iudmgme!_
| Government of Assam, Forest and Environment Department, DGP, |
‘ | Assam, Tinsukia District and Police Administration and the Polfution
Control Board, Assam, and to produce all the relevant records on or
] before 5 September, 2020. Accordingly, Public Notices were issued |
'- | in English and Assamese daily NeWSPEpers. 1.
l The Commission in its proceedings held on 17.08.2020, |
\ ‘having taken notice of pendency of three Writ Proceedings being PIL
| [Suo Moto] No. 3/2020, PIL No. 29/2020 and PIL No. 30 / 2020 in |

' the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court relating to the afleged illegal mai
mﬂmwﬁﬂwmcwedwmew;%m i
Notification dated 18.07.2020, also decided to issue communications '

- to all the parties in the aforesaid PILs and accordingly Notices were |
issued. |

\ " Sri Hiranya Pathak, AFS, Deputy Conservator of Forest, Assam | @

- e e ——————— i et

The Commission also vide Order dated 17.08.2020 engaged l
two learned Counsels to assist it.
The Commission has received written responses from 28 [
persons/ organizations, which has been recorded in the proceeding |
Dated 29.09.2020. By the said Order, the Commission also directed | |

A issuance of Communications to the fuiLuwmg persons / authorities to l

l PILs:

|
A - —




(1) Union of India, represented by the Secretary, Ministry of
X" Mines, Shastri Bhawan, Room No. 320, A-Wing, Dr. Rejendra
Prasad Road, New Delhi-110001;

(2) The Commissioner & Secretary, Home & Palitical Department,
Govt. of Assam, Assam Sachivalaya, Dispur, Guwahati- ]
781006;

(3) The Principal Chief Conservator & Head of Forest Force, Govt |

. of Assam, Aranya Bhawan, Fanjabari, Guwanat-781057;
Vs {4) The Director, Geology & Mining Department, Govt of Assam,

Kahilipara, Guwahati-781019;

{5)The Deputy Commissioner, District Tinsukia, Assam, PIN-

786125;

| (6)The Union of India, represented by the Secretary, Ministry of

Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Govt of India, Indira

Paryavaran Bhawan, Jorbagh Road, New Delhi-110003;

(7) The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Wild Life), Govt. of

Assam, Aranya Bhawan, Panjabari, Guwahati-781037;

(8)The National Board for Wildlife, represented by the

Chairperson, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate

| " Change (Wildiife Division), Govt of ‘India, 6™ Floor, Vayu\

Bivawar, Jorbhag Road, New Delti-110663;

(9)The Assam State Board for Wildlife, represented by its

Member Secretary, the Chief Wildiife Warden, Aranya

| ‘/)hawam Panjabari, Guwahati-781037; |
(10)The National Bio-Diversity Authority, represented by its

Chairperson, 5% Floor, Akash Block, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

L/ Jyﬁagh Road, New Delhi-110003;

IL Il;".(11) The Assam State Bio-Diversity Board, represented by its |

77 Member Secretary, 2™ Floor, Aranya Bhawan, Panjabari,

Guwahati-781037;

(12) The Forest Advisory Commitiee, represented by the

Chairperson, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, l




| Assam,_for filing the Statement of Facts with documents and also to

' Questionnaires are yet to be submitted by the Environment and |
. Forest Department, Government of Assam. |

| recorded non submission of the response by the following persons :'
| and also issuance of the Reminders:

Govt of India, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jorbagh Road, New | @

Delhi-110003;
(13) The Divislonal Forest Officer, Digboi Division, Digboi, District
Tinsukla, Assam, PIN-786153;
f"ﬁ-ﬂl} The Principal Secretary, Govt. of Assam, Mines & Minerals
Department, Assam Sachivalaya, Dispur, Guwahati-781006;
\('({1.5) The Superintendent of Police, District Tinsukia, Assam.

The Commission aiso issued Notices to the PrincipaI!
Secretary, Environment and Forest Department, Government of |

answer the questionnaires. Reminders though were issued,
Statement of Facts with documents and the answer to the

The Commission in its proceedings dated 03.11.2020 has

1. Union of India, Represented by the Secretary, ‘Ministry of
2. Commissioner & Secretary, Home & Political department, |
Govt. of Assam.

3. Director, Geology & Mining Department, Govt. of Assam. 3
4. DC Tinsukia.
5

. Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,

A" Gowt. of India.

¥

[
6. PCCF (Wildlife), Govt. of Assam. i

<" 7. National Board of Wildiife, Represented by The Chairperson. {
8

. Assam State Board for Wildlife, Represented by Member .
Secretary. '

| V9, National Bio-Diversity Authority, Represented by Chairperson. | -




-

I ~ 1%10.Assam State Bio-Diversity Board, repra_sentedbg—Manber‘ @

Secretary.
11.Forest Advisory Committee, Represented by Chairperson,
. Govt. of India. '
\ A2, Principal Secretary, Govt. of Assam, Mines & Mmerals]
. ~Department.
13 S P., Tinsukia.
| 'Iff F’nnmpa:‘:‘:‘euretaw Environment & Forest Departtient, Govl
| " of Assam.
| MS DGP, Assam.
utﬁf Chairman, Pollition Control Board, Assam.
17.Gowt. of Assam, Represented by Chief Secretary.

4 ; _ Written responses thereafter have been received from the |
:| | Directorate of Geology and Mining, Government of Assam; Secretary,
National Bio-Diversity Authority; Member Secretary, Assam Bio- )
Diversity Board; Deputy Secretary to the Government of Assam, .,»"'
Mines and Minerals Department; DFO, Digboi; Assistant Inspector
General of Police [R], Assam; the Superintendent of Police Tinsukia; |
Ministry ‘of Coal [CA Section ], Government of India; Ministry of °
| Environment, Forest and Climate Chonge [Forest Conservation
| Division]; Chairman, SEIAA, Assam and Member Secretary [L/Cl
PCB, Assam. .
I The Commission in the mean time, vide its Proceedings
dated 06.11.2020 also issued Notices to the Additicnal l:'f.'l{I:Fil
[wildlife] and the Chief Wildlife Warden, Environment and Forest |
/.Deparbnent Government of Assam to submit written responses to |
1 the Terms of Reference and also to produce all available records |
within 30 days, which is yet to be done. ]
The Commission having not been provided with all the |
Vo \ | required informations by the Assistamnt Inspector Gerierai of Poiice {
| [R], Assam in its Memo dated 13.11.2020, directed the DGP, Assam 1




i ['and also the DFO, Digboi to provide the following information, which |

is recorded in the Commission’s Proceeding dated 17.11.2020:

()
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(B) Further information from DFO Digboi

(A)Further information from DGP Assam

|
Requred information it tems Of 1he Notice No.

BPKJICOMNoliceiZ0Z0-20Z17Z5 dated 8 10.2020, in
the prescribed format, in respect of all the Districts of
the State of Assam.

Information in respect of FIRs/ Police Station Cases
lodgad/registered in  Margherita Police Station. |
Lekhapani Police Station and Lede Police Outpost, as |
informed by the Directorate of Geology and Mining, |
Government of Assam vide their Written Submission
dated 05.11.2020. copy of which is also to be
enciosed for information. i
Whether any other FIRs, other than mentioned in the
respective reports of the Superintendents of Police,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia disfricts, were lodged in any
Palice Station or Qutpost. from the year 2003 till date. |
if so, the details of the same.

The lease agreement by which NEC, CIL was afiowed
to carry out Coal Mining in Tikok OCP in the year 1973.
Application filed by CIL under Forest (Con&ervation)
Act 1980, for renewal of lease in 2003.

Non-approval of the azpplication for the ainresajd
renewal.

All records / documents by which the DFO, Digboi |
stopped the NEC CIL to operate the Coal Mine.
Application for renewal of Mining Lease in 98.59
hectare of Tikok OCP in Saleki PRF filed by the NEC |
CIL in 2012.

Records of the recommendation, if any, made by the
DFO, Digboi Division or any other authonty of the
Forest Denartmant of the Govemment of Assam. for |
approval of the renewal of Mining Lease in 98.58
hectare of Tikok OCP

Records of the action taken against NEC CIL forl
breaking 73.20 hectare of Forest in violation of the
applicabte forest laws

All records supporting your statement in point no. (8) of |

e Writen Scbagon |




The Commission also vide Order dated 01.12.2020 directed |
the Principal Secretary, Government of Assam, Mines and Minerals
| | Department and the Director, Geology and Mining, Government of
!Assam to furnish further informations, in response to which the
Director Geology & Mining, sent information to the Secrefary Mines |
and Minerals Department, Govt. of Assam on 05.01.2021, copy of
which is marked to this Commission.

Sri P.N. Goswami the fearned advocate for the Environment |
and Forest Department, Govt. of Assam, has submitted the response
of the department on 02.01.2021, supported by an affidavit dated
20,12 2020 of the Addl Secretary of the Department, in respanse 0
the queries sent vide notice dated 05.1112020. In the said response
nothing however has been stated about 1‘:-113 direction issued by the |
- . Commission for satellite mapping of the affected areas through high |
resolution satellite imageries. |

Mean while, the Secretary to the Commission, 5ri Hiranya |
pathak, AFS, has been transferred for which the Commission
requested the Government of Assam, Environment and Forest |

Department to appoint a Secretary in replacement of the earlier
| Secretary, accordingly Sri Rajib ‘Baruzh, AFS, Deputy Conservator of
I rorest has been appointed as the Secretary of the Commissien vide
order dated 15.12.2020 passed by the PCCF, Wildlife.

Despite having the handicaps, as mentioned above, the
Commission decided to have a Field Visit and also Pubiic Hearing in
Margherita in the district of Tinsukia, for which public notices in the

| newspapers, both in English and Assamese languages, were issued.
~| Al persons / organizations who have submitted their written
. | responses were also notified about the Field Visit and the Public

!' | 4 | Hearing 1
N J;:('\ . The Commission conducted the Field Visit of Saleki PRF |
A | inciuding Tikok OCP and the adjoining areas on 25.12.2020, whierein '

apart from the officials of the Coal India Limited, representatives of

j PCB, Assam, representatives of the District Administration, Police |




The Secretary of the Commission is directed to compmunicate |
this order accordingly. |
A
Yy
JUSTICE B.PKATAR
Former Judge Gauhati Hidh Court |
CHATIRMAN
S 1__ One Man Comrmission of Inquiry

Administration and representatives of few memorialist were present.
Public Hearing, as notified, was held on 26 and 277 December,
2020 in the Conference Hall of Margherita Development Block,

during which Statements of 18 (Eighteen) nos. of persons were
.- recorded. Few written responses were also filed.

As noticed above, Mines and Minerals Department ,
Gavernment of Assam and the DGP, Assam are yet to submit further
| written responses or repiy to the queries or further queries.

The Commission with a view to have an assessment of the
extent of illegal mining in and around Saleki PRF, since the year
2003, directed the Principal Secretary. Environment and Fnresfr_i
Department and also the Mines and Minerals Department, Gowvt. of'}
' Assam to commission a study through NESAC, Umium, Meghalaya or
NRSA, Hyderabad or SAC, Ahmedabad to assess and map the areas |
under mining in and around (10 kms from its boundary) the Saleki
PRF in the years 2003, 2010, 2015, 2018 and 2020 by using high
resolution satellite imageries and to submit a report of such study to
the Commission within 3 months. |

The Commission is yet to be informed about conduct of such
study by the aforesaid departments of Govt. of Assam.

The Comimission, it viewr of the abeve, is unable to complete i
the Inquiry and submit the report within 6 months from the date of |
Notification. i.e. by 17 January, 2021 |
'i The Commission, therefore, request the Government of
] Acsam to take a decision in this regard at the earliest.

Let a copy of this Order be sent to the Chief Secretary to the \|
Government of Assam for doing the needful. ’
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Anmexure - ¢

Justice B.P. Katakey Commission of Inquiry, appointed under 24
the provisions of Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to inquire

into allegations of illegal coal mining activities, violation of
different provisions of law in the process of coal mining
activities in Saleki proposed Reserve Forest and in Tikok Open

Cast Project area etc. by different persons and organizations.

E NDU D D
25.12.2020

As per the Order No. 18, dated 01.12.2020, the Commission
conducted the Site Visit of Tikok OCP (located within Saleki Proposed
Reserve Forest), Tirap OCP and visited the areas, wherein the
Namdang Coal Mines are located. The Commission also visited the

Ledo Katcha Nala and Samukjaan Nala, as well as a Coke
Manufacturing Unit.

During the site visit, the Commission was accompanied by Sri
Gautam Rahul and Dusmanta Madhab Nath, Advocates for the
Commission.

The following officials of the District Administration, Police
Officials, Officials of the Forest Department, Government of Assam,
Officials of Coal India Limited were present during the site visit :

[. Sri Puna Gogoi, SDPO, Margherita
II. Mr. Ranjith Ram, IFS, DFO, Digboi
[II. Miss Monsum Borkakoti, Executive Magistrate,
Margherita
IV. Smti Kasturi P. Sule, IFS (P), I/C Lekhapani

Forest Range
Page 1 of 15




V. Sri Hiren Pegu, Executive Engineer, Regional
"’ Office, Pollution Control Board of Assam,
Dibrugarh.
VI. S.I. Sri Uttam Tamang, I/C Ledo
VII. Sri Rameswar Kurmi, Police Reserve, Tinsukia
VIII. Sri S.P. Dutta, General Manager, NEC, CIL
IX. Sri Shibdas Bhattacharjee, Chief Manager, NEC,
CIL.
X. Sri Susmay Chatterjee, Chief Manager, NEC,
CIL
< XI. Sri Rupjyoti Baruah, Senior Manager, NEC, CIL
(Project Officer, Tikok Tirup Colliery )
XII. Sri Shankar Prasad Yadav, Assistant Manager,
NEC, CIL
XIII. Sri Anand Kumar Singh, Senior Surveyor (Tikok
* Colliery), NEC, CiL
XIV. Sri Sarat Chandra Mukherjee, Manager, NEC,
CIL (Tikok Colliery)

No officials from the Department of Mines and Minerals,
Government of Assam was present during the site visit.

The following persons were also present during the site visit,
some of whom have already submitted their Written Statement to the
Commission on the Terms of Reference:

‘ L. Sri Ganesh Debnath
I1. Sri Nandeswar Gogoi,

/'.l'
w/f Page 2 of 15
-




I1I. Sri Moharial Bonia

v, Sri Nasib Khan
Sri Babul Rai
V1. Smti A Dutta, Advocate for Debi Goenka

<

Still photographs and videography were taken / recorded
through Photographers arranged by the Tinsukia District

Administration.

Tikok OCP
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Following relevant facts were noticed by the Commission, during
the site visit of Tikok OCP Area :

- I. Natural combustion of gaseous substance releasing
very strong odour of chemicals.

I1. The water collected within the Mine, appeared to be
greenish yellow in colour.

III. A Rat Hole Mine was found within the Open Cast
Mine.

IV. On the way leading to the bottom of the mine, small
humps of freshly collected coal was also observed.

V. The representative of the Pollution Control Board was
directed by the Commission to collect and test the

Page 7 of 15
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samples of water, which has accumulated within the
mine.

VI. The Commission was informed by the representative of
the CIL that the Tikok Open Cast Mine is 800 meters in
length, 300 meters in breath and 80 meters in depth.

VII. It was observed that on both sides of the Mining Pit,
huge dumps of Over Burden were raising to the size of
hills. Although some small vegetation have grown over
them, no large sized trees were observed to have been
grown thereupon.

VIII. At the entry point of the project area some stocking of
coal was also observed.

The Commission was informed by the representative of the CIL
that Tikok OCP was closed in October, 2019.

On the way from Tikok to Tirap, the Commission stopped at two
naturally flowing streams and observed that the beds of the streams
were yellowish in colour indicting deposition of chemical substances
washed down from the mines. The representative of the Pollution
Control Board was directed to take samples and test the water.

Page B of 15
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During the site visit of Tirap Open Cast Areas, the Commission
was informed by the officials of the Coal India Limited that the said

; Page 9 of 15
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After visiting the Tirap OCP, the representatives of Sonali Gaon
Porichalona Samitee requested the Commission to visit a paddy field in
the area, i.e. in the Samukjan Pathar through which a natural stream
was flowing, alleging that the water in the stream since is flowing from
the coal Mine Area, contains chemicals which has diminished the
fertility of the soil and thereby affecting the cultivation. The
Commission accordingly visited the said paddy fields and directed the

representative of the Pollution Control Board to collect the sample and
conduct the test.

The Commission also directed the Regional Executive Engineer,
PCBA of Dibrugarh Region to conduct the following tests :-

(i) Stagnated water of Tikok OCP and Tirap OCP,
samples of which to be collected with the
assistance of Coal India Limited.

Page 11 of 15



(i) Water in Ledo Katcha Nala and. Samukjan Nata.

(i) Agquatic Study Gfﬁvt#i amg River to find out the
affect, if any, on the am.rﬁc-k’fe because of the
coal mining acwm. o

The Commission thereafter visited Ehe met &.ﬂ& adjacenl: to
the Namdung Colliery. The said area is G)mecﬁi By the mad !eadmg
to Changlang and is at the outer limit of the Salek FRF ﬁEﬁence of
huge dumps of coal in that area and collected by some watﬁnnsed
persons were noticed, the photographs of which have been tﬁte& The
Forest Officials have informed the Commission that the coal was
collected from Rat Hole Mines within the Saleki PRF Area. In fact
photographs of two numbers of active illegal Rat Hole Mines existing in
the area were also taken by the photographer.

{(, Page 12 of 15




The Commission also noticed a Coke Manufacturing Unit at
Ledo, situated by the side of the main road. The Commission went
inside the said manufacturing unit and observed existence of huge
dumps of coal. On a query raised, the police offigials informed that
there are 50 nos. of such manufacturing Units, existing in the area.
The Regional Executive Engineer, PCBA was accordingly directed to
furnish a list of Coke Coal Industries within his jurisdiction, with the
date of obtaining the Consent to Establish and Consent to Operate. All

the reports of inspection of such industries were also directed to be
submitted.
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Annexure — Cﬁ

JUSTICE B P KATAKEY COMMISSICN OF INQUIRY, APPOINTED
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ACT, 1952,
TO INQUIRE INTO ALLEGATIONS OF ILLEGAL COAL MINING
ACTIVITIES, VIOLATION OF DIFFERENT PROVISIONS OF LAW IN THE
PROCESS OF COAL MINING ACTIVITIES IN SALEKI PROPOSED
RESERVE FOREST AND IN TIKOK OPEN CAST PROJECT AREA ETC. BY
DIFFERENT PERSONS AND ORGANISATIONS.

A COMPOSITE MEMORANDUM OF SITE VISIT

SITE VISIT ON 06.03.2021

The Commission in terms. of the Order No.26, dated
05.02.2021 conducted the site visit from 10 am onwards, Public
Notice for which was also published.

During the site visit, the Commission was accompanied by Sri

Gautam Rahul and Sri Dusmanta Madhab Nath, Advocates for
Commission.

During the site visit, none of memoralist, despite the

publication of the Public Notice in the newspapers and individual

intimation given to them, expect Sri S K Dutta, Margherita and Sri
Mohar Lal Bania and other villagers, were present. The following
officials were also present during the site visit:

1. Sri S P Dutta, General Manager, CIL, NEC

2. Sri Hiren Pegu, Executive Engineer, Regional Office,
Pollution Control Board of Assam, Dibrugarh.

3. Mr. Ranjith Ram, IFS, DFO, Digboi

4, Range Officer, Lekhapani

5. Srl Pranjal Kumar Gogoi, Senior Geologist, Mines and
Minerals Department, Dibrugarh

Page 1of 24
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G. Sri Puna Gogoi, SDPO, Mergherita @
7. Miss Moonsoon Barkakati, Circle Officer, Margherita
8. Ms. Lily Gogoi, CIL

Still photographs and videography were taken / recorded

through Photographers arranged by the Tinsukia District
Administration.

The Commission visited the Bargolai Coal Mine, which was
an Under Ground mine of Coal India Limited. The Commission has
been informed by the General Manager, Coal India Limited, NEC
that the said Borgolai Mine, also known as “Stone Drift Mine”, was
closed in the month of June, 2010.

The Commission could notice that Borgolai Mine has not been
properly closed and the opening of the Mine is still exposed, as a
result of which, the water flowing from the said Mine appears to be
highly polluted, which ultimately mixed with the water in the nearby
drains/ nanjral streams. The _Gener-al Manager,' Coal India Limited,
NEC informed that when the said Mine was leased out, there was no
requirement of making any Mine Closure Plan and implementation
thereof. The General Manager, Coal India Limited, NEC has also
informed the Commission that the mine has been closed from inside

and in natural course of event, the entire void created because of

Coal Mining, must have in the meantime been filled up.

e
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Borgolai Coal Mine







The Commission during the visit of Borgolai area also
noticed coal dumps in the houses of private individuals. In the said

area operational coke industries have also been noticed.

' "
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The Commission also visited the Lede OCP, which is by the
side of State Highway No.38 (Stilwell Road), which leads to
Jayrampore. The Commission noticed filling up of the pit of the Ledo
OCP, process of which was stated to have been started in the month
of April, 2018. The Commission however could see the 55 meter
depth of the OCP has not been properly closed. The General
Manager, Coal India Limited, NEC present during the site visit has
informed the Commission that the said mine is in the process of
proper closure as per the Mine Closure Plan, implementation of
which is required to be monitored by the Coal Controller, Govt. of
India. The Commission has also been apprised by the General
Manager, Coal India Limited, NEC that amount of Rs. 6 Cr. is in

deposit with the Govt. of India, Ministry of Coal as a Security for due
implementation of Mine Closure Plan.

|
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Although Ledo OCP ceased to be operated in 2018 and back
land filling activities have commenced, despite éxpiry of about three
years the Mine Closure Plan has not been implemented fully. Even
the over-burden of the said pit dumped in the nearby area formed a
small hill. The top soil which was required to be removed initialty
and after back filling required to be brought back to the original
area of mining, is admittedly not available, for which the NEC, CIL
ultimately has to bring the top soil from other areas

The Commission requested the General Manager, Coal India
Limited, NEC to fumish the Mine Closure Plans of each of the Mines,

which the General Manager, Coal India Limited, NEC assured to
provide within a day or two.

The Commission also visited the Chipe Gaon Pathar (paddy
field), as requested by Sri S K Dutta, Advocale, Margherita and Sri

-



Mohar Lal Bania, the memoralists who were present during the site
visit. The villagers have complained about either having no
cultivation or drastic reduction of cultivation, in the said paddy field
due to the presence of coal particles as well as flowing of
contaminated and acidic water from the coal mines to the paddy

fieid. The villagers claim compensation for loss of cultivation.

Chi Pathar

iy
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The Commission aisé visited Bomgora Area, wherein also
Coal Dumbs of freshly mined Coal have been noticed in certain
areas. Such coal dumps are found in almost all the houses of the
inhabitant of that locality The Commission has been informed that
mining activities in Phemru - I and Phemru- 11 areas near the border
of Arunachal Pradesh are also on. The said area is also, as informed
by the DFO, Digboi, is under Saleki PRF. The Commission also
noticed tea gardens in the area and inside Saleki PRF.




Bomgora
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The Commission also visited the Tipong Under Ground
Mine of CIL, which is presently non-operational. The Chairman of
the Commission along with the learned Advocates; the General
Manager, CIL; DFO Digboi and few officials of CIL went inside the
Underground Mine operated by the CIL, to some depth, by
observing all required formalities.
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SITE VISIT ON 07.03.2021

The Commission on 07.03.2021 visited proposed Dihing
Patkai National Park, more particularly Soraipung and
Lakhipathar area and discussed about the elephant corridors with
the DFO, Digboi Division. The Commission has been informed by the
DFO, Digboi Division that there is no encroachment in the said
Proposed National Park. The DFO highlighted the need for clearing
the Golai Elephant Corridors, which has been permanently blocked
by the Indian Oil Corporation, AOD by constructing Qil Terminal.

Still photographs and videography were taken / recorded

through  Photographers arranged by the Tinsukia District
Administration.

During the site visit, the Commission was accompanied by Sri

Gautam Rahul and Sri Dusmanta Madhab Nath, Advocates for
_ Commission.

The Commission has also been informed by the DFO, Digboi
that Bogapani Elephant Corridor is still open except the
encroachment by one Dhaba, namely, Kaziranga Dhaba.

It has also been informed that Jorajaan OCS (Qil Collection
Station), belonging to the Oil India Limited which exists within
Upper Dihing Reserved Forest, West Block causes poliution to the
adjutant areas to the park.

Inside the said proposed Dihing Patkai National Park/Upper
Dihing Reserve Forest, the Commission noticed some abandoned

]
L
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drilling sites of Oil India Limited and few non-operating wells. One

abandoned drilled site was found within 100 meters of the habitat of
While Winged Wood Duck, the State Bird of Assam.

None of the memoralist or their representatives, despite
publication of public notice in the newspaper and individual
intimations given, present during the field visit today.

- "‘%“:ﬁ;it 16 _a.[ 24



FIELD VISIT ON 08.03.2021

The Commission, after conduct of the Public Hearing, have
conducted the site visit to Namphai Reserve Forest and
Joyarampore Area in Tinkopani Reserve Forest and Namphai
Reserve Forest. During the site visit, the DFO, Digboi Division was
also present. He informed the Commission that there were illegal
coal mining activities inside the Resarve Forest, but due to security
reasons as well as lack of proper road, the Commission was advised
against visiting that area. The Commission however directed the

DFO, Digboi to take photographs of the said area and send the
same.

During the site visit, the Commission was accompanied by Sri

Gautam Rahul and Sri Dusmanta Madhab Nath, Advocates for
Commission.

The Commission during the said field ‘visit, noticed

encroachment in Namphai RF and setting up of a village by cutting
trees and clearing the jungles.

Photographs of such encroachment in Namphai Reserve
Forest :

Page 17 of 24
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The Commission, after the public hearing was over, conducted
site visit to see the elephant corridors. The Commission could notice
that while the Golai elephant corridor has completely been
blocked by Indian Oil Corporation (Assam Oil Division) by

FIELD VISIT ON 09.03.2021

constructing oil terminal, the Bogapani Elephant corridor has no
obstruction except by a Dhaba.

Still photographs and videography were taken / recorded
through Photographers arranged by the Tinsukia District
Administration.

During the site visit, the Commission was accompanied by Sri

Gautam Rahul and Sri Dusmanta Madhab Nath, Advocates for
- Commission.

Golai Elephant Corridor
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Subject: Submission of Proposal in Form A for Tikak Opencast Project under section 2 of Forest

Conservation Act, 1680 and rule 6 of Forest Conservatian Rules, 2003, for prior approval of Central
Govt.

Doar Sir,
Eribe

North Easiern Coaltie'ds, Coal India Ltd. Margherita, Assam hereby submits proposal seeking diversion
of Forest Land, for prior apgroval of Central Govt. under section 2 of Forest Conservation Act, 1980, for minng
of coal by opencast method at Tikak Ogsencast Project, in Form A, under rule 6 of Forest Conservation Ruies,
2003. Enclosad with the form is a Map in sczie 150,000, Mining plan prepared by CMPDI, details of puroose
wise break up of land for broken up and fresh area, and detail of lease areas, and cther relévant dosuments
and plans required under the Act.. . £
North Eastern E0alfieids supplics coa! to imprtant wsers ke NTPL, HPC, S0 and other smiah soai NouRas
which are wital for Assam and for the Nation ds @ whole, with regard to energy security. from 201314
onwards nearly all of the coal produced will cater to the need aof Bongaigaon Thermal power plant as per the
Mol inked by Ministry of Coal and NTPC. The proposal if appraved will increase the life of the mine by
another 20 years. We would like to request your good office for an expedient perusal and recommmendation of
the orapnsal to Central Gave. for apnraval

Thanking you,
Ueaang, -

7 - Yours truiy,
g \

/ :
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% inclosed: form A and 19 number of anpexure contaiming related dacuments and plans.
%

L2 T s v e e i diars

|
l




= N NI .
e X - : . . f%\__ c‘ﬁi.‘}
) . = ' - %"{_J_'i ?E\'\ . -

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL SEEKING® APFROVAL OF THE CENTRAL
- GOVTERNMENT UNDER SECTION 2 OF THE FOREST (CONSERVATION)
ACT, 1980, :

FOEM A

{Form for seeking orior aporoval under sectine 2 of the proposal by the State Governmant and other

authorities)

PART - 1 b

(Te ba filled up by yser agency) = iy
1. Project Details: o
, | i |
i, Short narrative sFske PSS and project/scheme far which the I'o::e_st_ land is
required - y ;
3 Name ef the Project: 1ikak Opencast Project.

Page 1ot 6

v

User Agency. North Eastern Coallields. Coal India Ltd. (3 Public Sector
Urdertaking under Gowr of India A Masharatas r-.f_n1'1‘;:&';1"45.,5}i1 Eﬁisrr:ct -
Tinsukia, Sub-Div. Margherita. Assam - 786181, A plan showing the mining
legses are enclosed in “rngoer ¢ Major coal s supplied to -NTPE Farakka,
Hindusran Papes Corporation lagirroad, Cement Corporation: of India
Bokajan, amenz olhers. From 401314 onwards, NTPC Eargangnnb.._hmm,
nEs an diviuai finkage of 1 28 pmill Te i

Brief narration of the proposal = North Easterss Coalfields had :}j:ﬁlieu foi
renewal of the mining leases under forest Conservation Act in-the year

© 2003, to the Divisional Forest Officer, Digbol Division (Application (e pwctpep

tie Arigxicre 2. The Hepssels werw recommended by DCF and CF. As the
said renewal has nin recajyad Ul date, we are submitting 2 fresh 'urunosal
for prior aparaval of Central Gavt. under section 7 of the torest
Conservation Act, 1980, for Tikak Quencast Project. for the perigy betwaer
2003 to 2023 for 2 period of 20 years InCluding ev-nnst facte ajsfi_r;e:w‘:i ior
the period between 2003 to 2012 i
Lucation of the project

x5

The Tikak Dpen Cast Project is sizuated an the northern slope of Tikak
Paroal [Tikak Hill) whizk lips betwesn 1he latitude from 27017°25" 4g
STTARANT M a0 et e dfttudie from 95*1 300 to 95"a5'go" ¢ | :

Brief narration of the projec

Qthice of the Priiz.: 5
|3'J-‘i.‘1" (L BR RTY | c,_.:J:H

Env. & Vg <1 Jen))

Sisput, Suvianaling
L ol
Dy No a6%

Dane wh! 4 Ir.“‘:""'
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and falls within Saleks P
enclosed in an,
'|ar|d,

; i
Cost of the project.

Ll

Tikak Ooencast Project had identitied an arga of 98 59 -H?.. _:_ E :
miring of coal for the ﬁ.;erid-d Df-.;fﬁjjfgﬂ
Mill Te. per year, The Proje;:"t is bas:qd orf and
continuation of the project started in the :
clearance for the same auantity,

1596 [Bwnclozed (n Aracier 3

Proposed Reserve forest for
between 2003 o 2023, @02 '
in

ye2r 1982. Emvironment
has been providod hy MoEF in the year

The Project Report prepared By

SMPIIL, a subsidary of Coal India Ltg.
autharized by Gowt

and
af indiz te prepare PR/Mmng Man astimuted a total
Mines s ragamre i | 165

Million Tonne, with 3 targeted output of 0.2 Mill
Te. per year. Two Mo ceal seams namely §0F and 20ft e generally
warked. tarlier deeper reserve had been alrezady workeg: from draisge
level till 288m vertically upwards towards the hill top, by underground mine
‘rom Baragola: and Namdang pnd (Barzgolai & Namdang underzroungd ming

has been closed in the ¥ear 2008) since long before Coal ' Mines
Nationalizzlion.

Ti=ak OCP falls within partly within 4

3. Mile muining leasa z.m!—part*ymt*nn
Namdang Coal Gra

AT frining Leose pluns snslsssa

. Anidrurg 4) thgt was
vested with Central Gour

and transferred to Coal India Ltg. tw'm_rfule,:f:f Coal
Mines Nationalization act. 1973 (evciosed in Awvecurs ) for lease pérind of
30 vears Le, up lo 2002 The Forest Conservation act, 1980, did not 40plv tn
SR i feases since 1t was under a continuing lease prior to the aect

Mz2p showing the fequired forest Jang,

1:30,000 scale map:
The proposed Tikak Opencas;

boundary of adjoining forest on a

Praject is covered under Toposheet no. 83 M711
roposed fForest land, A map in Toposheet i being
weaurt &, showing the boundary of forest and the tequired forest

§
" 0

al Capital favastment. Total Capital mvastod in Tikak Opencast Praject il

date is Rs 10,24 Crares In furthe: 2 yearsi e upto 2023, for which prior
300roval IS heing BuEW, &5 901U amount 0! Rs.20.00 Cr
‘nvested. Total rp

ores will be
pital investment will ye thus 30
the mine

24 Crores till the Ife of
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7 P
b} Cost of Production: Average cost of production PEr tonne of ro}aﬂ!q&y:t%
Rs. 1000.00 for the last ten vears, though in 2011-12 jt has _'b_‘een
R5.552.00 per tonne. This includes the cos of - salary & wages, Adwmn,
Expenses, Stores, Power, Purchase % Repairs, contractual expenses,
Interest & Depreciation, Welfare expeEnses, etg,

lustification of locating the project in forest area;

Occurrence of coal in the Tikab Parbat s = known from the early days of

British Occupation, as early as 1828 Working 0n the coal outeron begun in 1832,
Ledo colliery started in 1882, Nameang in 1896, Tikak in 1904. Mining leases
Wwere awarded as early as 1897. The whole belt of coal searms from Marg’heri:a in
Assam to Arunachal Pradesh has been termed as Makum Coalfield ::.a.:;;.-:&g m
the toorhills of the Sub-Himalayan terrain. Tikak Open Cast Projert i extracting
toal of Baragolzi and Tikak Parbat Formation of Makum Coalfield. Assam toal is
knewn far its high calarific valye ard low ash content. Coal fromi this projact is
linked with NYPC power plants, paper mills of Assarm [HPC), Cement plants of
Assam (CCL). Tea gardon, Srics fauiumes ete, Since, mining of coal can only be
done at the olaces of CLcurrence of coal, therefore lika< OCP is site specific A

total mineable reserve of B.166 Million Tonnes had been estimated for Tikak OCp

site, which is located on the sauthern slope of Tikak Parbat hills at rhe:thj;uQE of
355 m within Saleki Proposed Reserve Forest. 70% af powar sensrated i ndia is

from cual based hermial Power Blants lo maintain the BNRrEY security of the

country. this project is justified though it is located in forest area. Geological

Report containing the lecation of coal ang auality of coal of the project is
9“[‘105&{1 in Analiure 7

Cost Benefit analysis (to be enclosed): wa are producing below the operating
profitability of the araject, for vizoility projection:

a) Sale value: The sales turnover value of 2011-12 has been Rs.180.90
Croras, tough the avardge of lact tes uasey noo vES R G 5 Cr_prés‘

b) Profitability: tn 2013 12 Tikak generated 2 grofit af Rs IES.EE:I" Crores,
though the average valie for ALt len vedrs comes to 5831 Crures The
Prefizability per tonne of €os! raised w 201112 has besn Rs 5004 00
whereas for the 1ast ten ¥EI7 il has been Ry 1568 0O

T




Employment likely to be generated: QQQ, ,.\_,c. »
The praject directly employs z total manpower of 652 persons. Out of WI'HG'I"-Q'-B?
persons are directly employed with Nerth Eastern Coalfields, CIL and 425
persons are employed wilh outsourzing contractor. Further, the project alw
generates lot of Indirect emplovment in and around the project related to
despatch of coal, infrastructure develepment,
and other contractual jobs.

2. Purpose-wise break-uo of the tatal tand eeguired:

= I rhe rotol acew required for mining and 08 dumps that folls within the forest area

regular repairing of machineries

(inta))
r Uses Araa already | Area broken ] Ares  to  be | Total —I
| broken up to | trom 2003 to | broken from
| 2003 |02 2012 to0 2022 :
Mining 2024 29,02 53.26 i
08 dumgp 18.68 10,67 29.35
| Tetal 42.92 39.69 82.61
. Areg required for roaiis and mine periphery: (in He.)
[ Uses | Area --ﬂrzeal.i;-t Area broken | Ases e bel Torat
broken up to | from 2003 to| broken  from |
2003 2012 2012 1o 2022 -
i — ———— - ——
Approach road | 450 R L [ 0.90 1 6.10 '
| Haul Road 050 0.6 0 80 j1e0 |
Mine Perighery | NiL Al Tags M -
| Total | 5.00 1.30 | 170 770 - ]
iil.  Area required for infrostructures: (in Ha)
[T e = == == T —— i =
b ses Area  aiready | Arsa broken I Area  to  be| Toral . |
:% broken up 1o | from 2003 to | Hroken from 1 I
£ L 12003 | 2012 | 4012102022 |
iid | Workshop. o4z F il Il [0.a1 N
z Power  House |I | 'n [
1
: 5‘51‘55& =50 ' R _— - B |
; Explosive 0.82 ! 005 - il 0 87
[Mogazine | = 5 -
'
3
i Paped of 6




| Office, storeetc |036  {mit i -
Hospitdl, School | D.03 | Nil Ml
ete - | |
Calony 1 6.25 & _P:_u - Ml |85
| Total | 7.93 % (005 [mw | 7.98

Grand total of Area required which requires prior approval under FC act, 1980 {in Ha),

| Area a-l;eady Arca broken | Area  to be | Total
broken up to | from 2003 to | broken from

2003 l2p12 200302600 |
112.93 [sa27. " Tarse XTI

Man showing the purpose wise break up ef land is enclosed in Aswenare ¥
¥

3

i
i,

Details of displacement uf'_)fﬁ:mpiu due 1o the project, il any:
Number of Families: Nil
Number of Scheduled Casts/Schodulad Tribe familieg: NIl
Rehabilitation Plan: Does not arise as no families will s aisplaced.

Whether clearance under Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 required? Yes/NO

Yes Environment Clearance for preduction of 2.0 lakb tannes under Wiater [Pravention. &
Control of Pollutinn) Act, ‘19?.-1. Air (Frevention and Contrgl of Pollution! Act, 1981 and
Environment {Protection) Act. 1985 vide No 2 1101 1/3/88-1[M) dt. 15 09 1395 was issued by
MalF Copy of EC s enrtus?in At e 4

Undertaking to bear the cost af Rusing and maintanzers of scmscrsstony STt
andfor penal tompensatory aftorestation as well as cost for protection and regeneration of

S4lety Zone ete. as per scheme preparnd by the Stats Goverament {undertating to be
enclosed):

tnclosed in Awwmecie 3

6. Details of Certificates/documents enclosed as required under the instryction.

Pape S cfa

L. Mining lease glan

2. Application for mujg:g I2ase rencwal in 2003

3. Cnvironment l:.'!earﬁy_re issugd by MOEF

% Minicg leose slaw autinemirmet B¢ o ywrector. Directorate of Geology & Miring,
Assam

5. Coal Mines Nationalization a 11903

6. Topo Sheet map shaw Ng prnheed grpa

7. Gealogical Heport pregared Uy CMMEDIL in 1979

S

Flan shiuwng (e qurpnoe wise teeak up ol band
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9. Underaking to bear the cost of coampensatory afforestation.
Adaitional Annexure:

10. Project Report
11. Summary FIA-EMP n:_‘jgn

,_'E-.

A
Ry o]
Y
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER
NORTH EASTERN COALFIFLDS
COAL TNDIA LIMITED
PO MARGHERITA, DISTRICT - TINSUKIA
ASSAM - 7BB18]
PHONE - 03751 — 220329 FAX - 03751-2203%4
Email * cpm.nec@coalindia.in
4 Date:27.082.20)2
Place . Margherita

LA N
State senal No. of groposal ] '-3"_ R-"L ""z/fff-'?”'-?-
{Tohe flled up by the Sladal DMEirer with dotn ot ool
B
o
¥
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PART - I
(To be fillzd by the concerned Deputy Conservator of Fore

gate serial Na of proposal j‘l{‘ﬂ-&{w/ 3

e
TTLocation of the projecyscheme

vi) Densily ol vegetation ) B
Vi) Species-wise (scientilic names) and
diarneter class-wise enumeration of trees (10
be enclosed. In case of irrigation/ hydel
projects enumeration at ERL, FRL-2 meter &

FRL-4 meter also t@ be enclosed. .
Ipviii] Brief note on vulnerability of the forest

area 10 erosion

ix) Approximate distance of proposed site fur
iversion from boundary of forest
x)Whether forms part of MNational park.
wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve. tiger
recerve, tlephant cormidor, eic (if so, the
details of the ares and comments of the Chiel
wildlife warden to be annexed) el
xi) Whether any rare / endangered / umque
species of flora and founa found in the area if
_s0 detuils thereof. . =
xii) Whether any protected archeological
heritage site/defence establishment or any

T
l Assam
|

;) Sume/union EFONY e ——me e T e e

ks D T -
D Sieen o | Lgbos Parest Division e |

[v) Area of forest |and proposed for diversion | 98.59 heet T s
inhee) ____— =~ | froposed Reserye | A
e nmororesl . - CODUSRC LTS,
Lt 07 (Dense Forest) N

Enclosed -~

_—
1

"Records of erosion in last few decades |
were not found. But possibility of
moderate  erosion during OQCI' may
ueeurred.

| 1 s well inside the Saleki P.R.T.

It is a pan of Dulling_f‘ltrﬂr‘él_eal-l;rﬁ—
Reserve. Comments from Chiel Wildlife
Warden, Assam are requesied and the

reply is awaited !

e = ——

e S
Presence of any rare and endanpered
specics are not noticed.

— e e — it

Mo

othzr important menument 18 lacated in the
aren I 30, the details thereof with NOC from |

competent authority, il required. |

Whether the requirement of farest land as
proposed by the user agency it 2ol.2 ol pan-| |
s unavailable and burest minmmum for the |
projeet 1 no, recommended area 1leni-wise
with detatls of alternative examined

Whether any work in violation of the act has
| been curried oul (y=s/no) Il'yes,'nh?';\ng of the
Csume ncluding period of work done aciion
"laken on sitnoeg offcials, Whither work i
l vialation s osull o progress

£
|

|
|

Yes, the requirement of land is minimam
and specitic work of explomtion ol coal

The Farest Conservation Acl 1980 did net
apply to mining lease of North Easern
Coal Filed il the year 2003, 25 1 was :
anddee centinumng leuse  belore  the
catctineny ol the Ad Alla Y Narth
I astern Coal Filed applied ion icnewe ol
nning, lease ander FOC A duly ans the
same was being  processed.  howerer
dproval aso yet ta beowiven by e
comipetent authariny Neaw N ]'_.;h.'_.;rvh

il ! 2 W . % e
al DHled Das applisy dlteasl, g Z0HE S
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10 | Details of compensatory of sflorestation

g

— o

renewal in respect fo areas broken from |
2003 o 2012 e 4427 hg withoul
rénewal and area 1o be broken from 2012
o 2023 ie 4] 39 ha Also some irea
!wnken hefore 2003 160 12.93 ha which is
in use are ulso 1o be rencwed

The Nesth Eastern Coal Filed is a Govi. ol
Indin undertaking company under the
Ministry of Coal and only eual producing
unit catering numerous smdl and large
scale industry like power, lea, cement,
paper elc. and is working in the interest nf
the public and growth of the nation. So 1o
action, though violation has taken has
heen initisted upon anybody Presently no
work in violauon is in progressed.

scheme

arca wWenlified for compensutory aflorzstation
its chstanee from adjoining forest, number of
patches, size of cach pawch

1) Dezmils of non-forest arca/degraded forest

Area  required for  Compensatory
AlTorestation is 197.18 ha.

3 palches are dentified for raising
Compensatory Afforestation in Ranpes
under this Division. The breukup ol the
patches are:-

I Margherita West Range (Upper Dehing
Reserve Forest, West Block) = 50 ha at
2, Jagun Ranpe (Kotha [Leserve Forest)

=50 ha

i) Map showing non-foresi/degraded forest

| and 2djoining bounduries -
iii) Details compensatory afTorasiation
scheme including species to be planwd,
implementing agercy time, schedule. cost
struciure eLc.

area identified for compensatory afforestation

| Enclosed

3. Lekhapani  Range (Tirap  Reserve
Forast) =07 18 na
Entlosed

iv) Total financial outlay for compensatory
ufforesiation scheme

a. Cost of afforestation = Rs. 83,43,122/-
ver head (@50%) ~Rs4l.71.5610-
Totzl =Rs 1.25,14,683¢-

v) Certificates from  cumpetent authority

| concemned Deputy Congervator of Foresi)

regarding svitability. of area identified for
compensatory  afforestation  and  frum
management point of view (1o be sipned by

Site dnspection report: ol the DCF (1o be

L ingol (xi, xn) 8 & 9 above

enclosed) espzcially highlighting lacts askel

—

[ Division/District profile

| 1) Geographical area althe distriel

Enelosed

nelosed R

S ——

SRERITICT

1) Forest area o the division
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Annexure

INSPECTION NOTE (TIKAK OCP)

ihe area oroposed Forest location was inspected by me on 12.10.2012 jaintly with

~nisional Forest Officer, Digboi Division. The Forest land involved for diversion is 98.53 Ha
Lnd lacated i Saleki Proposed Reserve Foresl. The area proposed diversion is part of
Sphing Fatkal Flephant Reserve, Block No.3. The proposed project area is located in hilly
srez with vesetation. North Eastern Coalfields, Coal India Limited is a public sector
andertaking leading to exploration and production of coal. As the production of coal is ol
erimary impertance for both the State and as well as Central Govt. contributing substantial
Jmount of Govt. rovalty as well as revenue to State Exchequer in terms of royalty, CESS etc.
inclusive of senerating large local employment and as well as establishment of future coal
based industries As such, for growth of the state economy as well production of coal and
coa! based production, the proposal can be accepted only after obtaining necessary
clearance from Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (WL) on the proposed area for
diversion which is falling under the Dehing Patkai Flephant Reserve.

Date ; 12/10/2012 3
¢ f.:.'_"-uﬂ/)'f—
S. Nayak, IFS
Conservator of Forests
Eastern Assam Circle
Etiren orhat

-
l';""sl:l|| :-\:

§ -

ek J;'ﬁu.

-




PART-IV

-

{To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chiel Conservator of Forests or Head of
Forest department)

[ 7. Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the Stite Forest Department for aceeptance of
uilierwise of the proposal with remarks

(While giving opiniongithe adverse comments made by concerned Conservator of Forests o

Deputy Conservator of\Borests should be categorically reviewed and critically commented upon)

The propusal for diversion of 98.5% Hia. of forcst land under Saleki Reserve Fovest praposed

by North Eastern Coullields Coul India Lud. has been recommended by the Conservator of Forvsts,

A Eastern Assam Circle, Jorhat, Divissonal Forest Officer, Digboi Division, Dighoi. The proposal is

recommended subject to the clearance of Wildlife Board as the area fally under Dehing Parkai

Elephant Reserve. L
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NORTH EASTERN COALFIELDS

COAL INDIA LIMITED
NEAR OLD POST OFFICE. G.S ROAD
GUWAHATI (ASSAM)-781005
-i=;Pﬁ (0361)-529340, 529410, 529603, Fax: (0361)-529341 £: Mall: neccoal@styam.net.in
NEC/TS/38/11 Date:- 17.07.2002
The Director,
j Directorate of Geology & Mining,
' Govt of Assam,
Kahilipara, Guwahati-781010
Qubh:  Renewal of 9 (nine) nos. of Mining Leases
Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find herewith the applications for removal of the following Mining
L eases in Form-] under the Mineral Cohcession Rules, 1960 alongwith the requisite fee by way
of Treasury Challans for Rs. 22,500/~ (Rupees Twenty Twn Thousand and Five Hundred only).

Sl No. Name of Mining Lease Area

1. 4 sq. mile Mining Lease 1034.34 Hectares
(Lede, Baragolal ML)

2. 4.48 sq. mile Mining lease 0 e 115840 ned@aics
(Lekhapani, Tipongpani M.L.)

3. Jeypore (3.35 sq.mile) 866.26 Hectares

4, Dill Lease [ & 11 1036.40 Hectares

5 Tirap Coal Grant (588 ACres) 238.00 Hectares

6. Namdang Coal Grant (387 Acres) 156.36 Hectares

y Bimatapore Lease I & I1 750.00 Hectares

8. Sheelvata Lease (624 Acres) . 253.00 Hectares

9, Koilajan Lease (1684.29 Acres) £81.00 Hectares




of the aforesaid |easehold areas 0 Coal

CMPDIL, Ranchi for approval.

ng P'sané in respect
proval.

ittad the Mini
jstry of £o3

nstission B Min | through

Wwe have SUD
after necessary ap

s Hqrs. for onward U2
ose plans Wil ba submitted to you 36 So0N as We receive
Yours faithfully,
Sdj-
(A.D Nath)
Tech Secy, t0 CGM
Encl: Nine applications. each in triplicate
c.c.. 1 Chief General Manager, NEC
Margherita

2. General Manager,
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Suh, :

Erzlesnd plnase find horpwath the appications for ronavial of the foi‘*oy.-‘r.‘r_g Mrmr":g
' ssion Roles, 1960 aiongweth the requisitd fee by
ve hundred oniy ).

_za3es i Fgim-d wnder the Mineral conce AR
wzs of Treasury Challans for Rs.22,500/- (Rupees twenty two thousand fi

T e il bameof Minng Leage _
108434 Hecrares,

] 4 sg. mile Mining Ledse -
{Leda, Haragola M.L.) .»

z 4 48 =a, mule Mimng Leass “e- 1158.45 tHactares.
{Lekhiapani, Tiongpani M.L.)

J Jeypore (3.35 sq. mife) - 866.26 Hectares.

4 Pl Lease | & 1 " i - 103640 Heclares.

5 Tirap Coal Grant (508 Acres). 222,00 |lsctares

(s Hamdang Coal Grant (387 Acres). 156,36  Hactares.

4 Binalapore Lease & I - 8 750.00 Hectares.

e Sheelvata Lrase (624 Acres) == 253.00 Heactares,

g Kelajan Lease (1604.29 Acres) o31.00 Heclares, -

g e nadz submitted the Mining Mans m respect of the afor2ssid Ieasehold greas to
ol Tndls hars for anward transmission tc Ministry of ceal through CMPDIL. Ranchi for -
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sncrgual Thess rlans - 4 . -
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. GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
. POWER (ELECT.), MINES & MINERALS DEPARTMENT
PEM.2/2007/ 2 277 frd. Dispar, the 23 &< Sept, 2008.
From :=- Sri D. Choudhury,

Under Secretary lo the Govt of
Assam,
Power (Elect), Mines & Minerals Depariment,

\

To :- The Chief General Manager,
North Eastem Coalfields.
Coal India Lid
P.O. : Margherita - 785181,
Dist. : Tinsukia. (Assam)

Sub . Grant of mining lease for coal to North Eastermn
Coalfields of Coal India Ltd forl edn Opencast
Project covering s tu arnred ol A0 D Npetares
in Tinsukla District @i ASSan.

Ref - Your mmining lease agf £2Uons (i) gated 01.12 05
for 38.00 hectares and ‘i) dated 15 3.07 for
53.00 heclares

Sir

| am directed lo say thal accordance with the provISIONS of he

Mines & Minerals (Devslopment < Regulation) As1, 1957, lhe Mineral
sion Rules, 1960 and in pursu~nee af tne approval conveyed by Govt

of India vide memo No. 13016/&/200 Call dated 28 708 the Governaor of
is pleased 10 gran! @ mining i sse for coal for LedD Opencas! Prajech
covenng a lotal araa of 1071.0D hecte 5 i | edo area of Tinsuxia Districl N
Assam (o Norh Eastem Coalligids of f asl b L1g for a period of 20{twenty)
years 1o be effective from the dale of <acoton of Ihe mning 1ease deed wi'h

Ihe Slate Govemm anl

> (a) The mining leas# deed 15 10 DE syt within &(six) monins ol 1ssuc

ol this order

(u) The iease is granied fo system me & seenbifie mining and extrachor ol

coal in Ine area of 107 00 hec wes this granted wilhoul prejudicr 1o
thie requirements al appravals leatances Iom r.-r_:-mpr.!:nnume-sur.t}&u
auihonty under the relevan! AL mulesiRegulatons n force

{c) The mining shall be done by Ity iESSCE personally or by his
may however be engaged wly with the poot apnrov
Governmen!

(¢h The lessce shall take all NECH Sary Srecaulons ragarding sately a

mune Workings aned pRrsons e e Mighesin

aanI w10
«1 ol Ihe

Contd.p.2

b
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(o) Tha lessee shall fake all neces
environment in and  arg Sy measures for prolection of
. L - ol
sumoundings. e mining lease area and the

(0 The lessee shall deposit a sum of
only through treasury t:l'nall;;-.ﬂnI £

Rs.10,000/- (Rupees len thousand)
torms & condllions of the min

51 85 secumy for due chservance of the
g lease 1o be execited

You are required lo communica
ale 12 the Govemment, your acceplance
of the mining lease thus granled with:n 15{fifteen) days of issuye of this t:'der

Yours faithiully,

3N
(O '(;Hbuhfuw }.
Under ¢ screlary o the Govl of Assam,
Power (E1 ) Mines & Minerals Department

el

R
Mema No. PEM 2/2007/1 231 A Dated Dispur the -4z Sepl 2006
" Copy lo

1) The Under Secretary o the Govt « Indina lor information with
Ministry of Coal, Shastn Bhawan ralaiefct 1o s momo
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road New [l ° No *30168/8/7007-CA

cateq 28 7 (08

2) The Duector of Geology & Mining  »54m e 1s requesied W

Kahtlipara. Guwanali-19 exocule Ine mining

lease deed wilh
NLCF CIL within
e stipulatod pann

3) The Deputy Commissianet FeTRTA\ (I 1 S
Tinsukia District Tinsukia

By urdder et
Vi
[
| 0. Choudhury ).

Under S. cretary 1o the Govl of Abssam
Mower(Eles ' Mines & Minerals Deparlmen;
















Annexuré - |7
: |
Report of the Fact Finding Team w.r.t to Proposal for use of 98.59 ha of Saleki @
|

Proposed Reserved Forest Under Digboi Division for Tikak Open Cast Project
by North Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited

The Fact finding team comprising of the Dy. Director General of Forest (Central) ,
IRO, Shillong, MoEF & CC and Nodal Officer FC act , Assam Forest Department
visited the Digboi Division during 10 feb ta 12 feb 2021 and conducted the site
inspection on 11/02/2021. The leam was accompanied by the DIG (C) IRO Shilleng,
DFO Digboi, other forest officials and officials of Coal India Limited (CIL).

Background Note:

The area of the proposal comes under the Saleki PRF of Lekhapani Range under
Digboi Forest Division, Assam. The Tiktock Open cast mine is a project carried out by
the Eastem Coalfileds, a subsidiary of CIL on a lease over & 4sq mile of which the
currenl proposal area of 98.59 ha falls. A careful examination of the submissions of
CIL before the One-Man Enquiry Commission headed by Hon'ble Justice (Rtd)
B.P.Katakey, shows that :-

1. The Tikok pen Cast Project (OCP) measuring 98.59 Hs falls under Namdang
Coal Grant Lease and the 4 Sq.Mile mining lease, now situated in the Saleki

Proposed Reserve Forest under the Digboi Forest Division in Tinsukia district.



2. Mining lease was originally awarded to the parent company on 17.12.1897 @

3;7 and 10.10.1932 by the Secretary of the State for the India In-Council. After

& nationalization and as per the Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act 1973, fresh
mining lease was granted for a period of thirty years w.e.f 01.05.1973 lo
30.04.2003

3. About a year prior to the expiry of the lease the CIL applied for renewal of
lease lo the Geology and Mining department, Government of Assam, on
17.07.2002. Meanwhile in 2004, the Government of India, Ministry of Coal and
Mines by way of letter dated 10.08.2004 stated thal “in the interest of
mineral development, the Central Government have decided to consider
under section 31 of the MMDR Act the request of the coal companies fo
authorize working of these mines for a further period of 30 years beyond
the lease period considering the energy security of the country.” And as

A such the leases of the company became automatically validated up_lo
01.02.2033.

4. Coal India Limited vide their letter dated 28.11.2003 appears to have
submitted the proposals for diversion of forestiand under FCA 1980 and have
further stated that the proposals ware forwarded to the Conservator of Forest,
Jorhat and the Nodal Officer, GoA in 2005.

However ne further developments seems to have taken place till this Regional Office

took up the matter in July 2012 and finally a proposal for diversion of the 98.59 Ha
was submitted by the GoA to this office vide letter dated 02.04.2013.

During the intervening period, the CIL continued the mining activities over their lease
™y hold area based only the aforementioned valid mining lease bul without obtaining
forest clearance under the Foresl Conservation Act 1980. The Saleki PRF was also
notified only in the year 1976. So it appears that there existed a right prior to the PRF
notification and enaciment of FC Acl and the CiL seemed to have continued the

operations under the above circumstances.

It is pertinent to mention here that the MoEF vide OM No.Z-11011/3/88-1A.1I(M)
dated 15.09.1995 gave clearance for lhe reopening of the Tikok Opan Cast Mining
subject to varnous environmenlal conditions.




Further, on 24™ October 2019, a site inspection was carried out by the Regional
office, Shillong that conciuded as follows:-

» An areaof 12.97 ha was broken prior {o the 2003

» An area of 44.57 ha from 2003 to 2012 which was slill being continually mined
in spite of the pendency of the prior approval undsr FCA.

#» The area of 41.39 ha was claimed to been unworked but was found that 9 ha
area has been broken and mined and another 7 ha area was cleared perhaps
for further mining. Thereby putling the unbroken area at about 25 ha only.

The In Principle Approval was subsequently accorded by the MoEFCC (F.C Division)
by way of letter dated 28.12.2019.

In compliance to the IPA accorded,, the following plans has been prepared by the
Rain Forest Research Institute, an institute of the Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education and submitted in the year 2017 (Map of proposed area
enclosed)

a. Biodiversity Management Plan
b. Regional Wiidlife Plan
c. Carrying Capacily Study

Total budget proposed in the plans is 45.38 Cr.

However recently the DFO Digboi Division and CWLW Assam had submitted a
revised budget for Rs 62.5 Cr taking into consideration of cost escalation and some
additional requirements (copy Enclosed)

The Government of Assam vide Notification dated the 18" July 2020 in the Assam
Gazetle have constituted a "one man enquiry commission” headed by Justice (Rtd)
B.P.Katakey, retired judge of the Hon'ble High Court to enquire into allegations wrt
the Tikok OCP. (copy enclosed) The exhaustive TOR among others includes
enquiry into the alleged illegal coal mining, identification of individuals/ organizations
involved, assess the extent of mining,, suggest measures for recovery of loss,

restoration, rehabilitation and reclamation etc. The Commission is now actively
looking into the matter



Present status and observations:

The fact finding team visited the mining sites and found that the coal mines
previously worked, broken or cleared by the Coal India Limited (CIL) are now totally
closed and all activities have come to a complete standstill as was evident by the

presence of vegetation in an around the mining sites and the absence of any vehicle

tyre tracks on the coal routes with tall grasses growing therein.

Abandoned CIL mine site and nearby unused route covered with vegetation

The team also visited the adjoining townships wherein nearly 50 Collieries/ Coke
bhattas are reportedly located. Presently the collieries are not operational, in all
probability mainly due to hon availability of raw materials (Coal) and to some extent
due to the Covid-18 relaled lockdown. The procurement of raw materials by the huge
number of collieries located nearby is open to scruliny as there is no known source
of legally mined coal except for the online auctions by the CIL which many small
collieries are unable to access. Moreover, axcept for the issue of license and the
Consent to Operate by the stale government, no proper checks and balances and
monitoring regime appears to be in place.



A coll resently not in ion

Various discussions and field observations indicate that there was large scale illegal
coal mining by various groups and individuals which were being mined and
transporied oulside under the cover of CIL actlivities. Though the illegal mining
appears to have simultaneously ceased with the closure of the CIL coal mines, there
is the eminent danger of the lllegal mining activities being re-activated once the CIL
commences ils mining aclivities. The complex issue of rampant illegal mining would
be the major challenge for the authorities concemed and putting in place a stringent

and foolproof mechanism to control it is an imperative and not a choice.

During further discussion on the issue of illegal coal mining in other parts of the

division it was informed that an enquiry was earlier conducted by the Assam Forest
department in July 2019 by a three-member enquiry team.

The team also had detailed discussion with the local forest officials wrt the
importance of the Tikak OCP from the Wildlife and Biodiversity point of view as the
Saleki PRF in which the proposed area lies, also forms a part of the Dehing Palkai
Elepant Reserve (block 3) constituted vide Govt of Assam Nolification No FRW
44/2002/67 Datad 17 April 2003 (copy Enclosed). It was found that though the QCP
forms a part of the larger Elephant Reserve, it is located more than 9 kms away from
the Dihing Patkai Wild Life Sanctuary (Map Enclosed). Moreover the Eco- Sensitive
Zone (ESZ) of the Wild Life Sanctuary as per the Draft Gazzette Notification dated
30.05.2019 indicates that the maximum distance of the ESZ is 7.5 kms only. Hence



the Tikak OCP also falls outside of the ESZ of Dihing Patkai WLS. It was further
informed that the OCP does not form any part of the elephant corridor and that no

movement of elephants in the siles have been observed in recent times.

However, taken the fact that this part of the state is a biodiversity rich area with thick

forest cover, it is expected that the aforementioned Biodiversity and Wildlife Plans
will be implemented in letter and spirit.

Concluding remarks:

As mentioned earlier, the reopening of the Tikak OCP is likely lo trigger a spate of
illegal mining activities in and around the sites, under the cover of CIL activities.
Thersfore a three pronged strategy may be adopted to effectively face the challenge
of illegal mining activities. Viz:

I. Placement of a trained and armed contingsnt of Special Protection Force to
man identified Coal Exit Points and for continuous alert patrolling of areas
susceptible to illegal mining

Il. Address the livelihood issues of the nearby community members specially
those who are actively engaged in the mining and trading of illegal coal

lll, Impose a moratorium on the local transportation by road, till such time that the
availability of legal Coal for the proliferating Coke Bhattas/Collieries is
assessed, a mechanism put in place for the sale of legal raw materials and

appropriate regulations developed for monitoring and stock verification of the
induslries.

The CIL may be directed to essentially earmark a certain percentage of their CSR

funds for undertaking the above activities and for funding Wildlife and Environment
awarenass and conservation activities.,

Sd Sd
Imtienla Ao C.Muthu Kumarvel
Deputy Directar General of Forests (Ceniral) Nodal Officer FC Act, SFD

IRQO Shillong Government of Assam
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GOVITRNMENT QF INDIA W
,  MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS .
- MOETH RASTHEN EEGIONAL OFFICE FA=
LAW [ S8, LUMBATNGEN MXE re- |3
L NIAR ALT.C. WORKSHOP, SHILLONG-793021
AT T (0364) - 2537009 (O), 2536041 (B)
ey GRAM: PARYAVARAN, SHILLONG
Email - moefshil_09@ rediffonail com @
No. 8-53012-FC7 /225730 Tuly 23, 2012 .

To

i B ot i it B s i TR
T e e Losml el Soaun 15

Ministry of Env. & Forests,
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex
Ladhi Road, New Delhi = 110 003

Sub:  Site inspection report for diversion of 235.0 ha. of forest land for Lekhapani Open
Vsl pruject of Norih Tasweru Cvwioits wnter Loidupen Range of Digooi forest
Diva for coal mining by NEC, Coal India 1ad.

Ref: F. No. B-5/2012-FC, Govt. of India, MOEF (IFC Divn.}, CGO Complex, New Delhi,
did. 31.1.2012.

S,

As desired by the Ministry vide its letfer in reference above, a Site inspection report of
the proposed forest land diversion may kindly be found enclosed with this letter for your
further needful. It will be proper to mention here that due o continuous rains in the area,

steep muddy & slippery terrain and not having any approach (upto proposed diversion site)

I L-

o v but full of dense jungle growth together with other inclement wedther Gonditions it has not
S} been possible to make inspection very intensively and closely, however it has been tried 10
S\ present a true picture of the arca as far as possible for consideration of the proposal,
- ' ' Yourgfuithiully,
R4 "?'f /
w’%‘/’ﬁnc\l; As above (9 pages) /M/{%/
""’:.F ‘rS BN Jha)
‘o Addl Prineipal Chief’ Conservator of Forests (C)
Caony -

b The DGF & Spl. Seerctary/ Addl. DGF(FC), Ministry of Env. & Forests, Paryavaran
Bhawen, TGO Complex, Ludhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003 for information and

records.
o
o cal
nas o
! Lol l A AAl Permsinal MMhiel Mansamaatar ol BEasoota (M
AR Addt, Prinsipal o 7l
L

P - - 3 :M*‘*"EQTQH-
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' any \‘V ol

R (e o



North Eastern Regional Office, Guvtlof India, MoLEF, Shillon
i pani Open cast

Site Inspection Report of prop
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I.Legal Status of the forest land proposed for diversion
228.15 ha - Lekhapani Reserve Forest

06,85 ha. — Safeki Proposed Reserve Forest (PRF) “

Totai 235.00ha. ¥

Fd

The project proponent has informed that 235 ha. of farest land peoposed for

diversion against
Mining Lease (1158.45

4 i Open cast mine forms a part of Lekhapani-Tipongpani
or 4.48 sq. mile) which has been vested in Central Govi.

through enactment of “Coal Mines Nationalisation Act, 1973 and transferred to Cosl

india Ltd. under the same act.

Vide the Assam Gazette, June 23", 1976, Part |1, No. FRS.97/76/2 the Govt.
of Assam notified a declaration to constitute Saleki into & Reserve Forest land under
Section 5 of Assam Forest Regulation VII of 1891.

2 Itemwise break-up details of the forest land proposed for diversion :
As provided by the project proponent the itemwise break-up details of the

forest land are as follows:-

'S | Particulars Specification Ares | RF/PRF are;_T
No. (ha.) |
1. | Miningarea 80.00 | Lekhapani RF
2. 1 Ow=Dwveniump 3 . 120.00 | Lekhapani RF

| Sub-total | 200.00 '
.5 Approach Road uplo Mine 21kmx18m |3.70 | Saleki PRF
o, Approach Road upto Mine 3S5kmx18m [630 | Lekhnpani RF
5. | Fuul Rodd ead mine periphery 1 4300mx i5m | 6.60° | Lekhapani RF
- (perimeter of the whale ming)
1 | Dertr-iwiai | ey
6. | Power Line 11 KV from 21kmx15m | 315 | Saleki PRF 1
|.ekhapani Sub-Station ]
T. Power Line 11 KV from 35kmx15m | 525 Lekhapani RF
, 1.ekbapani Sub-Station '

! _ Sub-total B4l | Lekhapam RT

8. | Coal Stock vard near mine 140m x 100m [ 1.90 | LeKhapam I

9. ' Conl Handling Plant 100mx20m | 0.20 | Lekhapani RF |
10. | Explosive Magazinc along with [ 200mx50m | 1.00 | Lekhapani RF

safe zone :l
(1. |ProjectS -eandElectricand |[300mx105m |[3.15 | Lekhapani RF
Mechanical workshon iy 1 iy
12. | Effluent Treatment Plant 100mx 120m | 1.20 | Lekhapeni RF |

[13. | Sub_Station | 120mx50m | 0.60 | Lekhapani RF
14._| Site Office | 130mx50m 065 |LekhapaniRF
IS | Statutory Building (Canteen, iR0mx100m | 1.80 | Lekhapani RI

5



elc.)

First Aid Centre, Rest Shelcer | S

= Sub-tetal 10.00
| GrandToral _ [23500]
“ 3.Whether proposal involves any construction of buildings (including residential)
or not; if yes, details thereol.

Residential buildings are not proposcd however following statutory buildings
shall be constructed near mining area for niine operations as have besn stated by the
PHTCTL FEULRITICHLS,

sL Particulurs Specification Area | RF/PRF area
No. | — (ha.) "
1. | Coal Stock yard near mine 140mx 100m | 140 | Lekhapani RF |
2. Coal Handling Plant 100mx20m {020 | [Lekhapani RF
13 Explosive Magazine along with | 200m x 50m  [1.00 | Lekhapani RF
sufe zone
4. Project Store and Electric and 300mx 105m | 315 | Lekhapani RF
| Mechanical workshop |
5. EfMuent Treatment Plant 10mx 120m | 1.20 Lekhapani RF
6. | Sub_Station DOmyShm 080 | Tobhunnsi 05
= 7. | Site Oftice 30mx30m | 0.65 | Lekhapani RF |
8. Statatory Building (Canteen, 180mx 100m | 1.80 | Lekhapani RF
First Aid Centre, Rest Shelier
[ cte.) - il
! _ Tatal e LA

4.Total cost of the project at present rates :

Rs. 56.39 crores (as per Feasibilily Report preparsd by CMPDIL, Ranchi).

5. Whether forest area proposed for diversion is important from wildiife point of
YICW OT NOT '

The area proposed for diversion though does not form any purt of National

Park/Wildlife Sanetuary or Biosphere Reserve, but forms of “Dehing = Patkai
i Llephant Reserye™ A joinit team of concemed CF, HFO and 'ﬂﬁm‘ﬂ“"s;. i re! wE h:{:?—o '

PCCF,” Wildlife, Assam has inspected he area on instruction of Chief Wildlife

/ Warden, Assam, given ils comment (may be seen as an enclosure of proposal) that

= g “elephants are not found to occur in this arca and their movemenl is not neticed.

. Important faunal species inhabiting in the area includes large no. of species of

butterflics, avifatna, repliles and soine mammals. No endangered/rare/unique species

of flora and fauna is found in the area. The proposed diversion site is abandoned Jhum

area and available fAuna may move o the undisturbed and intact area of the

Lekhapani Reserve Forest™. PUCF, Wildlife, Assam in his lstter dr. 22.7.2010

addressed 0 Stale Nodal Officer, FCA hes agreed with the views/ohservation of
above stated joint inspection feam.



The lease hold area of NEC covers forest area on hilly terrain, eriss-crossed by
flowing through vallcy, cutting across the coalfield. 1ing Zetivities
Icads to total atione.change | raphy/drain
.l wild fauna, spe fally, I and_agualic.
gl sound.. gl ppening. Desey. RGeS . an, i de,
wmian activities, extending buman habitation and thereafter
ogether drives Sway majac unal SpECIES from the miné arcas
stll] -

h&ﬂf"»; A s _“Eg;‘_h.‘__*__l _ _Vil- -'~

Vegetational cover, nok commercially valnable” ate

for many wild Presence of varieties ol banibods and avanabjity of pienty of
Water §fill makes it good habitar for elephants. At the same time clephants are long
ranging animal, therefore, incidences of clephants strayin/visitng into coalficld areas -
ainnot be discounted totally. The praposed OCP is over 20 ki from the Upper Dihing

Fast-Upper Dihing West Block between Golsi-Powai Elephant Corridor as mentioned

hy “Aranyvak™ in their “Wildlife Conservation Plan in and around coalfields of NEC™.
_gibbon, leo pard_caf, wild, boar

resence of Langoor, Ioalock 3
varieties Of civet, barking déer, (ogellier wilh large number species of
avifauna {moce than 50) including weat hornbill, lerge green billed Malkhos, rose
cinged parkeet, spotted dove, crested serpent eagle, shrikes, oriole, hill myna,

. minipsts hadhule nioean owls efe) are confirmed in the report of Aranyak. More
than 141 species of hupierllics have also been recorded by Aranyak in the aren
Therefore (he arca proposed for diversion and its surround still abounds in important

faunal specied and area can be considered impartant from wildlife point of view. | ~

-
QeI .

—
e

oy vy sk it gy e JR At
b fairly good fo_ constilute a habitat

Tens! sumsher of rase to he follad: affect of removal of trees an the general
eco-yystem in the arca.

'/‘Tha hilly area having thick layer of soil (mainly clay and loam) rich in humus
and well drained due to moderate to sieep slope, mingled with nellahs, rivulets,
valleys, ete. provide diversificd and good substratum for vegetationn! diversity. The
wen have el wed deose tane iy wageistosl strgeeee sad. riih SpigiKs
composition. The_ forest falls under, Assam Valley Tropical Evergreen Foresh
corresponding, 1B/C2 of Champion & Seth classification. The emergent top ¢4nopy
trees are with straight bole but sparse, while second layer is composed of multiple
species forming close canopy mixed with bamboos. Lower canopy is composed of
few thin boled specics, covered with climbers and also mixed wilh bamboos und
canes. The ground i$ found aimost eovered Tully with Heibs, sheabs, Shamuers, fooms
etc. Trees are also found covered with «_‘phytes and ferns, Duabanga, Dillenis,
Michelia. Schima wallichi, Terminalia mynocarpa, Albizia, Sterculia, Spondias,
Kydia calycina, Sapium baccatum, Vatica lanceopholia, Cederela toona, Erythrina,
Lagerstroemia, Arlocarpus species constilule main tree species in the area. Species of
tree ferns, abounds in the arca with variefies of bamboos and canes; lianes and
climbers are in plenty. Orchids {(Cynibicdium & Vendrodium) cpipiryus ‘wild prasrians,
ferns, varietics of small and large grasses (including broom-grass). arc also found in
abundance. Therefore the area is almast fully covered with diverse vegeiaiional cover.

As per pare 4.3.1 of National Forest Policy. 1988 this nipe of area has to be kepi |
severely restricted. {

\
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As per enumeration list.enclosed with the proposal the no. of mees 1o be felled
of girth below 50 cm: is 21 and pirth abave 60 cm is 4. Few trees are very thick
bl (havies Shi s 2003

e

“e—tifféct of removal of trees will immediately lead 1 landslips and heavy soil
wash/crasion going info valleys, nalfafis #nd rivulets. Though' the number of tréss
involved is nol much but existing diverse vegetation is thickly covering the hilly
slopes and its removal shall heve some impact on the microclimate but mnay nol be
Wy .ut._..t---.== '["""“"Hih“a' ...._;;._-:.u:.,. e e e ] el e o o

iy -

similar type of mgctﬁq,_l:i_qg_- "o
7. Background note on the proposal :

As per provisions contained in the Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1973 the
CISTWITHC ViTnes of vk Coatiteids” of Assam 2ot vested 10 Coai india Lid. from
erstwhile Assam Railway & Trading Company (A.R. & T. Co.), Accordingly 4.48 sq.
miles Lekhapani — Tipongpeni ()158:46 ha.) of Mining Lease was vested to Coul
ladia Ld. and North Eastern Coalficlds (of Coal India L1d.) Margherita hecame the
‘deemcd lessee” of the said mines. The period of the lease so created was initially for
a peried of 30 yrs. wef 09.07.1973 by virtue of Gazettes of India Notifieation
Extraorcinary order No. 345(E) awd. O9,U7.1973. The lease has further been
continued/ rencwed by Govt. of India for a further period of next 30 yrs. beyond
expiry of initial lease period (vide order No. 13016/5/2002-CA, did. 10.08.2004
issued by Ministry of Coal & Mines, Govt. of India under S31 of MMRD Act),
however after enactment of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and orders of the
Ton'ble Supreme Coust in Godavarman case (WP(C) No. 2002/95) and various other
orders specifically in Ambica Quarry works ete. Vrs. State of Gujarat (AIR 1987 SC
1073), State of Bihar Vrs. Banshi Ram Modi, (AIR 1985 SC 814 1985(3) SCC 643),
K.V. Shanmugam Vrs. State of Tamil Nadu. AIR 1997 Mad 338 at 346) etc : it is now

— -
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settled once for ever for renewal of lease to be operational  “prior™ pproval of.

Govt. of India under Forest (C). Act is sine gua non.

+~NEC is presently having 6 collieries in Margherita Sub-division of 1insukia
District of Assam by the name of Ledo.U/() Mine (265.63 ha fully over forest land),
Ledo O/C Mine (101 Ba ), Tipong UG mine (1158.46 ha. out of which 728.46 ha. is
forest land), Baragolai U/G. mine (337.30 ha out of which 537 ha. is forest, urine
presently elosed due Lo accident), Tirap Gypen cast mine (342 ha, having 209.30 ha. of
foerst Jand) and “Tikak Oewn cact mine (having 28377 b fully aver famar land),
. Underground mining in.the same area was continuéd upto June 1975, Now over samé
‘A ite seams close to surface is to be mined throwgh proposed O/ mining. The goal
from U/G mine was raised through U/G Mine. Tipong is still an active mine in the

stage of development presently net producing any coal.

The poal moduced by MLE, ooslliotds & ol sl Uy per Slants, vormont
plants, paper mill, still plants and Brick kilns mainly in Assam and few other stales of
the country. Lekhupani Opencast project has been conceived mainly to supply coal to
upcoming Bongaigaon Thermal Power Plant (NTP(') of Assam.




Almost all thie mining ares meationed above falls in hills of Margherita Sub-
division bordering Changlang district of Arunschal Pradesh and draining mainly into
“Burhi Dihing River™ a tributary of mighty Brahmapuira.

B. LOMPENsuiony Adrri-csmesees Daroriasees -

As per details provided in proposal, Compensatory afforestation is envisaged
over 470 ha. of land falling in 3 different forest division and altogether in 18 patches,
The situations of identified C.A. land are as below:-

1. 1nhgboi Forestiivi. — 390 e in S petchos.

2. Doom-Duma Forest Divn. - 149 ha. in 8 patches.

3. Sibsagar Forest Divn. = 74 ha. in 3 paiches.

4. Golaghat Forest Divn.  —25 ha. in 1 patch.

5. Jorhat Farest Divn. ~123 ha. in 1 patch.
470 ha. in )8 patches

Out of 470 ha. of identificd CA land, 123 ha, is non-forest land (Revenue lund
of Kartik islands, a part of Grealer Majuli Island; one of the largest River island in the
country.

As the CA land is situated in § distriets in 18 patches, and in this season when
Assam {s zeeling under worst flood menace it hus 0ot Deen. possivie 10 fnvpeet i i
OA sites except the only non-farest €A land in Jorhat District ctossing dangerous &
turbulent Brahmaputra in & ferry. 1 also tried to inspect another patch of 25 ba. in
Kotha beat, Jagun range of Digboi Divn. but could only reach nearer te the site bt
not over the actual site due fo having kuchha-muddy approach road leading to CA

site

The 123 ha. CA site In “Kartik Islands” (a part of Majuli Island) is actually an
lsland formed due o sand deposition by mighty Brahmaputra, The Island fully or
-partially get inundated/ submerged by the flood, water frequently if not every year.
This year also inundation has taken place which was clear from the cvidences
sunilable suse tha ioland The rAver hank erosion is common silg in Kartik Island. The
lsland is having small size sparse young trees of Trewia nudiflors, some
Lagerstroemia species, wild pluwm, some semul trees together with shrubs and grasses.
Accompanying CF and DFO stated that 20-25 yrs. old and successful one plantation is
existent, but plactation of successive years were mol seen. Biotic interference
appeared less due 1o river acting as great natural barrier between mainland and
teimnds, The Sand sface is slmast olain with very litle undulation, criss-crossed by
active and as well as inactive nallabs/rivulets. Floods in Brahmaputra is a regular
phenomenon and one cannot be. sure thut flood will not éome as long as plantations
are nol eslablished. ival of plantation ) gasl in L

{ ion stag ) ; “onsidering this Island suitable from piantatio
ANAEE ! nrudent at all. Moreover as per different
repants avaitmTe e mea o seance aco dlemly thonlieg due fa active river bank
erasion by Br'a‘_'h._rnapm

A
1! e L)

“" |n my inspection cavering 3 days, | felt that CA sites have not been inspected
hy any officer above Range Officers and | feel that the Forest Deptt. of Assam is very

FLE
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much required 1o re-visit and re-assess the site-suitability of identified CA land as
well as 1o avoid raising CA on 18 paiches, but to reduce number of paiches and
number of districts/divisions for raising CA

Total financial outlay of raising CA : Rs. 2,09,52,878.00/-

The estimate is upto $™ yr. maintenance whereas Ministry has suggested to
mamtain usually upto 7 = 10 yrs.

A - s o wi A e M e -—
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proposal to the Ministry.

Site suitability certificates though have been provided by eoncemed DFOs &
CFs but.] have felt in my inspsction that exercise reyuires to be carried oul de-nova,
to- reduce number of patches end find out most suitable sites and also 1o avoid sites
where success ol pramation 15 very Goubimi.

9. Whether proposal invelves violation of F(C) Act, 1980 or not, If yes, 2 detailed
report on vielation including action taken against the concerned officials.

No violution is involved on proposed diversion site of 235 ha.; however
viglation of F{C) Act has been vbserved in Tikak open cast mine of the same user

agency (NEC) in Margherita area. Govt. of Assam has already been direcied to stop.

\he same, make available detsiled report affer thorough site verification and identify
authoritics responsible for violation.

10. Whether proposal involves rebabilitation of displaced persons. If yes,
whether rehabilitation plan has been prepared by the State Govt. or not.

No displacement is involved bence R&R plan is not applicate.

1. Rec!un:ﬂ;m Plan :

As stated by the user agsncy, tolal cost of mine closure as on February, 2012
is Rs. 1723.35 lakh, (@Rs. 7.33 lakh/ha ). The mine closure plan hus been prepured
by CMPDIL and is under process of approval by Coal India Ltd Board and, thereafter
by Minisiry of Coal. Other details of Reclamation Plan/Closure Plan is not available
to the undersigned, the same may be got from the user agency.

12. Detalls on eatchment and command area under the project. Catchment ares
treatment plan te prevent siltation of reservoir.

Not applicate,

TY Vi benos alld s e
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Cost-henefit ration analysis has nol been furnished in the proposal, the same
may be obtained from the user agency.




14, Recommendatisns of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forcsts/State Govt.

PCCF Assam &. State Govi. of Assam has recommended the proposal for
approval.

15. Recommendations of Regional Chief Conservator of Forests along with
detailed reasons:

Caal mines in “Makim Coalfelds” of !ﬂﬂl‘lﬁm Sub-division of Assam
(Dlgtm Forest Divn.) encompasses about 27 sq km nf the area, and different coal
mining projects are located within this stretch of land. Coal mining i this area has a
more or less century old history. Prior to Nationalisation of coal mines Assam Rail
und Trading Company was main operator of mines in the area. The mines have been
upcrat‘ivc mainly either over logally constituted forests or over deemed forest as the
Fereii] l-u.- c-n-n-\n.t'wt wlu Anmevad sath satneal unmlnn T'hn mw] n‘r Mqlnm\
coul felds are qucry wpmor quahty from the point of view of theu- cal:.mﬁc \-a.lue,
less ash content, however having comparatively more sulphur content on the other
hand the forests in the arca is multitier, mixed, medium 6 highly dense, though high
value timber already removed but still having large floral and faunal diversity,
fu:mmg part uftropwat evergreen forests. Thick soil, rich in humus on the hill slupes

1_! m’ 1_.47 ~‘L§ ey e e ‘m “ .-._-l.; G’r :ﬁ-—-_sha Gu;.q- _‘-i-::c‘—zc [T o 4 n—-
forming riety of habitat in the sub-region.

The situation described above give rige [0 a dilemma whether to recommend

voal mining or nof, but oﬁ'ﬁiemhurndcducmisfmmgfuelmﬁmm?

e

Codl 75 presently vset T our country mostly for thermal power generation and  several
industrigl uses, The deveiopmem Wwimom, taying Wmmmwmm
cannot be thought ofl’ Gl alternative sources of energy are available. Coal s belng
mponeéonhxghmstforwcﬁsmhalnﬂodsmdfﬁoﬁcnwdsm growing [ast
requiring uw 6f mineral resources in the country.

\'6: the backpround detailed above, | would recommand diversion of 235 ha. of

forest land subject to:- (@) extensive and intensive habilal management Tor laneied -

species (here elephants, hillock gibbon, leopurd, uvifauns and floral diversity) through
a dewiled impact study of surrounding area and. preparation of time bound
Diodiversity Management Plan focussing also on watershed protection and protection
of natural aquatic systems availzble around (he mines of NEC on the cost of user
agency.

(b) To have a wnhc&panuy study of the remaining biodiversity rich area adjoining
NEC coalfield in Margherita from a view poinl whiéther any more¢ diversion of forest
land shall be proper or not for the existence of the faunal species.

16. Regional Chief Conservator of Forests shall give detailed comments on
whether there arc uny alternatives routes/alignments for locating the project on
the non-forest land.

Not applicate as this is not a project requiring linear strip of land, rather is o
site specitic requirement.

‘1-'_[,;




17. Utility of the profect :
Number of Scheduled CasteiScheduled Tribes to be benefitied by the profect :
Mot provided by project proponent.

18. Whether land being diverted hes any socio-cultural/religious value:

No.

Whether any sacred grove or very old growth/ forests exist in the areas proposed
for diversioa.

Na.
VWherner land under QivVersion TOrms part of any umgue eco-system.
No.

19. Situation w.r.t. any P.A.

The arca propased lor Mversion 1 part of “Tlehing Patkal Elephant Reserve™,
Block No. 3, but as per joint report provided by CF(Wildlife) Assam; Sr. Wildlife
Warden, Ofo PCCF (WL}. Assam, and DFO Tinsukia Wildlife Division, elephanis
and their movement is now not noticed in this erea of Flephant Reserve. PCCF &
CWLW Assam has also endorsed the above observation of Joint Inspecting Team, |
however he has sugpested deposition of a corpus fund of at least Rs. 2 crores by ‘-IFC
and interest so eamned on deposil W be ysed for wildlile conservation in Dehing Patleai
Elephant Reserve and Dibru-Saikhowa National Park.

It i3 relevant to mention here that as provided in Guidance Document for
taking up non-forestry uctivities in wildlife habitats, vide I.No. 6-10/2011 WL, Govt.
of India, MoEF(Wildlife Division), New D&.ﬂ'.& did 153. 2011 when a Dmlact l'u]js
within an “Elephant Reserve™
the user agency should seek prior clearance tromn the standing commitice of NBWL
hefore seeking Eovironmental Clearance, Accordingly this project shall roquire
clearance of NBWL however Sec 2 (24-A) of the Wildlife (P) Act, 1972 defining

“Protected Arca” under the Act docs nol include “Elephant Reserve”. Sec. 29 of
Wildlife (P Act nrohibits destruction or damage or diversion of the habitat of any
wiid animal by any Act except under and in accordange with & permit granted by
CWI.W, and such issuance of permits by CWLW requires consultation with SBWL
(and not NBWL) by State Govl. Therefore the need to take clearance from NBWILL
may be examined at the level of Ministry.

—_—— e =
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(i) Please refer par no.9; violation Is not involved over praposed diversion site.
howsver violution has been observed in Tikak Open Cast mine of samce user
agency in Margherita arca,

(if) Necessity of obtuining clearance from NBWI. — pl. refer para sl. No. 19,

(ii1) Suitability of C.A site requires re-assessment; for detail refer para sl. No. 8.




(iv) Cost-benefit analysis is Tacking, may be obtained from user agency; refer

para 13.

{v) Reclamation Plan :

Mine closurz plan is under pracacs of anneaval and st 1o be Burmisbiod b obe
USEr agency.

(vi) The NEC (user agency) is the only and largest PSU engaged in coal mining

in NE region; having its area ol operation very far from headquarters of
Regional Office and also not having convenient rail or air connectivity
wherens there is a need 1o continuously monitor environmental clearances as
wiell 88 naeciased sevpesl Dty olommmoc 1S clister ol votitarion Giic
NEC in Tinsukin district of Assam; the Ministry may like to impose #
condition on the user ageacy ( if clearunce under F(C) Act is issued) for
providing & suitable type of vehicle for the use of Regional Office with
view o fucilitate monitoring of the projects.

) o .
lg}//ékﬁ/ﬁ
(BN.THA )

Addl. Principal Chicfl Conservator of Forests (C)
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GOVERRMEDN. T OF INDLA

AR TRY OF EN VIRONMENT & FORESTS
NURTH FASTEAN 2 EGIONAL OFFCE
LANLLESIB, LU MPBATHGEN

NMEAR M TL. WORESHOP, SHILLOI\:G 193021
TEL (0364) - %% ruY (L7, 235001 20

GRAM: PARY AVARAN, SHil LOoNG

Fenail — matneeanegl@iaicn & moeineddaaomnisi

No. 8-5/2012-FC/ j{_‘rﬁfé'—é}cj , July 20,2012

To
|. The Pnneipal Secretary -~ 9. The PCCF & HoFF
Govt of Assam Fores. Deptt.
Deptt. of Env. & Forests Govt of Assam
12spur, Crreanaii Rehabar, Guwahal

¢t Gub: Tikak open cast mine of NLE. Coalficlds, Margheiita n Saleki proposed’
' sserve Forests, found operative without having priot approval for non-{orest
dscd Gest land By the Central Govt. under Forest (Consarvanwdj Ay 1980.

Ref: (1) Lemer ko RO-NEEMISC/1394 g7 did. 2308 2080 af Govt ol india,
Ministry of Env. & Forests, N.E. Regional uthce, Shillong addressed 1o
CGM, Momh Eacrern Coalficlds, Margherita and copy marked to Principal
Secretary & POCF Assam, Deptt. of Forests 1
2) Letter No. §.5/2012-FC/3229-30, dtd 21.17. 13 and ded 10.04.0012 of thils
Regional Office addressed to Principal Secretary (Forest), Guvt ol Aseam and
copy marked 10 PCCT & HoFF, Assam. - "

Sir.
_ It is to inform you that in course of site visit of 4/7/12 of coal mines of North
O Fasieen Coalfields in Margherita area along with CCF-Cum-Nodal Officer (FCA),
T Asvam: DFD Digboi and authorities of North Fastemn Coalficlds (NEC) CGM NEC.
Advisor BEnv, & Forests. CiL; Suptd of tines #nd cenccimed Mine Managers: T1Kak ‘
Open cast mine over Quleki proposed Reserve Forest (PRF) was found gperational
without having priot approval of Ceatral Govt. under Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980. North Lastzm Coulfizlds E.Ltﬂmf'tﬂtsﬂﬂz_t-(iﬂg.l_‘_l_ﬁipul that -

L

) Coal Block of “Iikak coiliery (Gpss o™ mine having on area ol
28377 ha  was Allotted to NEC in the year 1973 on Mining Lease,
innuaiy w1 30 yeass and asain renewad for lurther 30 years (ie 1973
to 2003 & 2005 to 2033)

(i) ‘wut of total 283.77 ha of M1 area NEC has used 24270 ha of [oiest
land for non-loIest parpuse belsre 13,10 1080 (enactment atd. of F(C)
Act 1980) and thereatter only 1.15 ha of forest land Have hegn used

— s ot e for non-forest pumpose and 176.62 e (out of 28377 ha) 13 available

o i L infimedy vacani land
po gy - i Envirormental clearance for opersting mine is available 10 NEC but -

-y 7
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o P T _ r o Acm . :
Y&, B, have subnutied thelr  application 9 yrs. ‘back wde ane S
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Pl
MEC/L& ‘f}'lS{FCJ 1071 dr. 28.11.2003 when initizl lease period came
10 g end, F
(iv)y  Dpe. cast ming working began in 1982 in Tikak mine NEC in their
lotter svun v/ LOMY L2 L T e 24,0401 2 addressed to this office
has also informed the above facts about Tikak mine, except the iacl of }
continued mining operations without having prior clearance of Central )

Gowvt. even alter expiry of initial Mining [Lease grant in the year 2003

Vidc the Assam Gazette, June 23, 1976, No. FR8.93/76/2 the Govt. of Assam
has ~erlared proposed tonsumlmtﬁl{F land in Mouza Makum, Thana- Margherita
MUer an drex v 2y4u pa, and local Dro contimmed that the area of Open cast mine
L 11kax) talls withun >ateki PrF

In the Light of facts stated above, prima-facie it eppears that continusgd
uperai‘mn of Opzn cast quarry is wq-ufmn of Forest, ;’Conseruarmn} Aet [Section 2y, ‘
u;r he Acij as weli as oraers of Hon bre Supreme Court ard. 1212, ¥o tin WF{L) No.
02795 with WP(C) No 171/96 wherein the Court directed all State Gove 1o ensure
b p:mnp{:'y total cessation of all non-forestry activities (including mming of any
mwneral) over any forest land farthwith, taking place withour prior approval of
Central Govt. It is relevant to mention here that lands which are notified under
- Hecivam S i e fudian Foest Act, 1927 wonld aiso coms whiin the TUTVICT oot Thie
F(C) Act, 1980 (Supreme Court’s Judgement in NTPCs case). Accordingly, NEC
authorities were asked not to put any forest land under any non-forest use
further, withoui prior approval of Govt. of India und stwop ali such non-furestey
aciivities ongoing on the forest land including clearing of natural veueiaﬁun.

L.% - o e [ X g ———— alm o BERE n m ba w
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obtained 1o do so from the competent authority.

Vide this oftice lelier in jeference (1) above the Principal Secretary, Eav.

Forests, Govt. of Assan-was requested to provide desaiis of forest land unde: -cm-u1
nf N F Caalfields Inay pther with mﬁq_w ahnr A site verificaring af all 1ha lage crane of

M.E. Coalfields; but C"mﬂ of Assam did not found it appropriate even to respond in
anyway. Vide this office lerter did. 12.12.2011, the CGM, NEC, Margherita was
requested to provids basic details of mise, - "-—Pst land in Margherita area. The
? information sought has been provided with lot of delay and there appears np mention
v of mine operative aver farest land withaur orinr annroval of Centeal Govt Nops of the
concerned field officers, from CCF down uplo the rank of Range Forest Officer has
also taken any action to stop non-forest activity over forest land by NEC authorities.
Therefore the Govt of Assam is requested to ensure the following: and make
available an action raken report within six weeks —

(2) To effect stopping all non-forest activities on any forest land immediately
by NEC whsre there {5 no prior approval obfained from Central Govt.
under Forest (Conservation) Act

(b) lo get the area of forest land under each ML surveyed separately,
demarcated by permanent boundary miarks. and provide such authenticated
maps 1o this office showing use-wise as well as vacanthunbroken land in
the map, distinctly and also lo keep same in the custody of local Field
Officers for ready reference and day-1o-day monitoring,

(¢) To make available a detatled report of the State Govt. on the stas of
civdafiun WF TN Nt ML NTE el #T00n o memaibiy 8 e b T it

together with achons contemplated on concemed field officers of State
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lorest Deptt., if any, fo wactions i thew part to contralicheck
af Supreme Court order. &
(d) To process pending proposals of NEC as per curently applicable
procedure for forcst land diversion pending since last 8-9 yrs. for Ledo,
Tipong, Bargolai, Tirap and Tikak collicries for both broken as well as’
non-broken area; excluding only the part of leased land if any has been
handed over back by INEC iv the State Gowt after dotommissioning and
‘reclamation of mine.

.

Yours faithiully,
/f-’"’f-
(BN Jha)
Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (C)

Copy to:-
1. Ahe Chief General Manager, N.E. Coalfields, Margherita, Distt. Tinsukia, Assam
$or information and fudher necessary actian

2. The Chicf Conservator of Forests & Nodal Officer, FCA, Guwsahati, Assam [or
information and required necessary actions.
.-r"”'"
/) L—

)
strvator of Forésts {G{)

A Addl. Principal Chief Co
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F. No. 8-34/2013-FC '

Governmant of Indis
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
(F.C. Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi: 110003,
Dated: 26" December, 2019

To,

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Assam,
Guwahati

Sub: Diversion of 98.59 ha of Forest Land for Tikok Open Cast Project in

Saleki PRF under Digboi Division by North Eastern Coalfield, Coal
. India T .f'll'l_il Ascam

%
Sir Y

I am directed to refer to the State Govt. of Assam's letter No.

——— = —r e o e

(Conservation) Act, 1980 and to say that the proposal has been examined by the

Forest - Advisory Committee constituted by ‘the Central Government under
Section-3 of the aforesaid Act.

After careful cxamination of the proposal of the State Government und
on the basis of the recommendations of the Forest Advisory Committee, In-
principle approval/Stage-I Clearance of the Central :Government is hereby

2 granted for diversion of 98.59 ha of Forest Land for Tikok Open Cast Project in

Saleki PRF under Digboi Division by North Eastem Coalfield, Coal India Ltd.,
Assam subject to the following conditions:

i Legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

i. ('fnmpe:ns.qln_ry affarestation aver the dgg_mrlnd faract land twisa in avtant

e

to the area of forest land proposed to be diverted, shall be raised within a
period of three years with effect from the date of issue of Stage-11
clearance and maintained thereafter in accordance with the approved Plan
in consultation with the State Forest Department at the cost of the user

ageacy,

ii.  State Government to abide by all conditions as specified in its
= recommendations of FAC on dated 10-11" June 2013, as listed below:

-nr\ h
S
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Vi,
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Vii.

The user agency will obtain clearance from NBWL before stage-ll
qppmval of the proposal and the user agency will be complying with all

= s w--rdnt o fnnnr]itn i - nF;\tn.“! b t\TRm

. The State Government will also prepare Regional Wildlife Plan for the

region and the user agency will be liable to bear the proportionate cost of
rhal plan before Stage-I1 approval. The commensurate funds of Regional
Wildlife Plan shall be deposited in CAMPA Account prior to Stage-II
approval. s

Only trees enumeraled in the proposal will be felled. The State
Government will also institute a study of Biodiversity in that arez at the
cost of user Agency.

. The State Government should raise penal UCA over the degraded foresi

land twice in extent of the area broken up and utilized by the user agency
since 2003 i.e. 57.20 ha (44.27 ha broken up and utilized from 2003 and
12.93 ha broken up before 2003 but utilized from 2003 onward) from the
funds to be realized from the user agency. The shape file for identified
land for penal CA may be furnished prior to Stage-11 approval.

The State Government shall realize from the user agency penal NPV @

20% of the rates applicable on the datz of grant$f Stage-1 approval of the
forest land utilized for non-forestry purpose (57.20 ha) without nbtammg
prior approval of the Govt. of india, under the Forest (Conservationj Act,
1980 for each vear or fraction thereof. (Explanation: in case of patch of
forest land has been utilized for non-forestry purpose without obtaining
prior ‘approval under the' Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for 3 (three)
vears, penal NPV to be realized for such forest land will be @ 60%

(20%x 3 years) of the rates applicable on 'lhe date of grant of Stage-I
approval.

State Government shall take action for the violation, carried by the
user ageney after 10.11% Jume 2013, as per para 1.21. of
Comprehensive guidelines dated 28" Murch 2019.

State Government shall inquire into the matter of gross violation and
identify officials responsible for this violation and action should be
taken against them, under intimation to the MoEF&CC.

User agency shall not carry out any work in violation of the
provisions of FCA 1980 till all penalty and ¢ompensatory levies are
deposited and Stage II approval for the project is granted by
MoEF&CC.,

Okicf Wild Life Wardan ahall submit his indenendent comments as

requested by MoEF&CC vide letter dated 5.8.2013.

QL Je 8




1X.

2
b3

xii.

Xiid.

XiIV.

The State Govt, may undertake following studies and submit reports

s the Ministry nriar to Stage-1L approval:

o+ For extensive and intensive habitat management for targeted species

(elephants, hoolock gibbon, leopard, avifauna) and floral diversity
through & detailed impact study of surrounding area and preparation of
time bound Biodiversity Management Plan focusing also on watershed
protection and protection of natural aquatic systems avgilable around the
mines of NEC at the cost of user agency. i

. For carrying capacity study of the remaining biodiversity rich area

adioining NEC coalfield in Margherita from a view point whether any
more diversion of forest land shall be proper ur nwi foi ¥ cxistence of
the faunal species.

The land identified for the purpose of CA shall be clearly depicted on a
Survey ol India topo-sheet of 1:50,000 scale;

The User Agency shall transfer the cost of raising and maintaining the
compensatory afforestation at the current wage rate in consultation with
State Forest Department in CAMPA account of thé>concerned State
through online portal. The scheme may include appropriate provision for
anticipated cosi merease for woiKs 50 aduled for subsequent years;

The User Agency shall transfer online, the Net Present Value (NPV) of
the forest land being diverted under this proposal, as per the orders of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India dated 28.03.2008, 24.04.2008 and
09 052008 in Writ Pelition (Civil) No. 202/1995 and the guidelines
issued by this Ministry vide its letter No. 5-372007-FC daicd G502
2009. The requisite funds shall be transferred through online portal inio
Ad-hoc CAMPA account of the State Concerned;

At the time of payment of the Net Present Value (NPV) at the then
prevaiiing rais, e Ussr Ageney shall furnish an undertaking to pay the
additional amount of NPV, if so determined, as per the final decision of

the Hon’ble Supreme Court of Indig;

Feneing, protection and regeneration of the safety zone area shall be done
within three years at the project cost as per approved scheme. Besides
‘his afforestation on degraded forest land 10 ©e seicuted elsowhere
measuring one & a half times the area under safety zone shall also be
done at the project cost;

User Agency shall ensure that the Compensatory levies (CA cost, NPV,
vic.) are doposited through challan generated online on web portal and
deposited in appropriate bank online only. Amount deposited through

other mode will not be accepted as compliance of the Stage-I clearance;

Qo
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XVil.

XViil.

XIX.

XX,

XX1,

xxXil.

Period of diversion of the said forest land under this approval shall bs for
a period co-terminus with the period of the mining lease proposed to be
uranted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, as amended and the Rules framed there-under;

The User agency shall carfy out mining in & phased manner and take due
care for reclamation of the mined over area. The-concurrent reclamation
plan shall be executed by the User Agency as per the approved mining
plan/scheme and an annual report on implementation thereol shaii be
submitted to the Nodal Officer, Forest (Conservation). Act, 1980,
Government of Chhattisgarh and the Dy, Director General (Central),
Ministry of Environment & Forests, Regional Office, Shillong, If it is
found from the annual report that the activities indicated in the concurrent
reclamation plan are nol being cxccuted by the user agency, the Nodal
Officer or the Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Central) may
direct that the mining activities shall remain suspended till such time,
such reclamation activities are satisfactorily cxcc‘:sg_t_ed;

The State Government shall compiete serdemeni‘fﬁ rigitis, n terms of tic
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006, if any, on the forest land to be diverted and
submit the documentary evidence as prescribed by this Ministry in its
letter No. 11-9/1998-FC (pt.) dated 03.08.2009 read with 05.07.2013, in
support thercof;

The user agency shall implement the R&R Plan as per the R&R Policy of
State Goverament in consonance with National R&R Policy, Government
of India before the commencement of the project work. The said R&R

Plan will be monitored by the State GovernmenvRegionai Gifice of

MoEF&CC along with indicators for monitoring and expected observable
milestones;

The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearance as per the
rﬁ.ﬁ.'-.ﬂ.—b.-..ﬂn gfthe umntnmﬂﬂ'tnﬂtﬂl (Pratection} Act 19864, if r&ﬂlllt‘ﬁd

No labour camp shall be established on the forest land and the User
Agency shall provide fuels preferably alternate fuels to the labourers and
the staff working at the site so as to avoid any damage and pressure on
the nearby forest areas;

The boundary of the diverted forest land, mining lease and safety zone, as
applicable, shall be demarcated on ground at the project cost, by erecting
four feet high reinforced cement concrete pillars, cach inscribed with its
serial number, distance from pillar to pillar and GPS co-ordinates;

The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval of the Central Government and the forest land shall not be used
for any purpose other than that speclﬁed in the proposal;

\QQ{
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The forest land proposed to be diverted shali under no circumstances b2
wansferred to any other agency, departmenl or person without prior

" b Pl s Y e "
approvat of the Coatral Governmant

No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining area shall be caused;

«xv. The user agency shall explore the possibility of tanslocation of
maximum number of trees identified to be felled and shall ensure that any
free Selling shall be done anly when it is unavoidable and that too under
strict supervision of the State Forest Department;

<xvi. The User Agency shall submit the anaual self -compliance report in
respect of the above stated conditions to the State Government, concerned

Regional Office and to this Ministry by the end of March every year
regularly; %

xxvii. Any other condition that the concermned Regionak:Office of this Ministry
may stipulate with the approval of competent authority in the interest of
g conservation, protection and development of forests & wildlife; and

wxviii. The user agency shall comply all the provisions of e ai Acls, Bulez,
Regulations, Guidelines, Hon’ble Court Order (s) and NGT Order (s)

pertaining to this project, if any, for the time being in force, as applicable
to the project.

After receipt of compliance report on fullilment of the conditions
mentioned above, the proposal shall be considered for final approval under
Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Transfer of forest land shall
rot he affected till final approval is granted by the Central Government in this

regard.
Yours faithfully,
v -
- (Sandeep! Sharma)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), Government of Assam, Guwahati.

The Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o PCCF (HoFF) Government of Assami,
Guwahatl.

The Dy. Director General (Central), Regional Office, Shillong.

User Agency

Monitering Cell of FC Division, Mo F&CC, New Delhi.

. Guard file.
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Ref. oz Ec Jamyz jigef s = . Date: 27081207

To — :
The Deputy Caimmissioner,

District Tinsukia,

Assam ¥

Sub: Menace due to coal pilferage and illegal mining

Dedr Sir,

1 I'would like to apprise you about the plight faced by our employees and workers of NLC
due to coal theft / pilferage, illegal mining and related law and order problems. Your kind
attention is drawn hereby to the following:-

a) Tikak and Tirap Collieries are twe main coal progur ng colliertes in NEC area. Both the

collicries have open cast mines situated acjacant to villages. It is practically nut

. fzasible 1o ar uct.bounda:y wallin suctiLkind of minegs and therefore trey are prone 1o

illegal entry of unauthcnsed peogle through the hills in the mines. They enter the

active mines in 2 group ol hundreds including women and children. Tha situation Is

worsen by the number of non local rn-rmg.ranta from various districts. They carry

sharp tools to dig oul coal from seams of mine faces This hampers the mining
atlivitios J'l"l'»‘U!k'ir.g.dit'.'k uf neavy miachines which can harm the pilferers.

B) As an effort to contral these kind of illegal activities the management of NEC har
strengihen the security set up by deploying armed AISF personnel in both the mines
alongwith DGR sponsored security guards They have been provided with adeyquato
vehicles, dragen lights and commwaication sots ete. However, the enarmous strengtl

~of thieves outnumbers the seeurity personnel and often doevelops law and ordar
situation. The women folk drmongstthe pilferers pose a grave threat to the securily
personnel of being accused as immoral,

<) Another aspect nf toal theft js the illegal mining. There are some miscreante
induiging in carrying out Wegal mining by digging rathioles in and around NEC areas
someal these ratholes are madein the inactive mines of Tikak colliery and Namdang
Lalliery which are frequently flosed down Howe ver, it Lakes no tme for the ratholes
Lo mushroom up. While Lthere are ass many Hlapal -mines in the foresl area adjacent
I INEC mines, but they are difficult to arcess

——
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2 Many FIR's have been ludged in regards to beth active mine pilferage as well as iltegat

mining. Many juint ralds by team comgprising of local pulice and AISF personnel of NEC were
undertaken, Recently, around 10 ratholes at Namdang Colltery were ciosed down an 0B/07/17

with assistance fram Margherita Police station. In another case, around & ratholes were closed
down on 28/07/17 with assistance froin ledo Ouspost which was agan dug out by the
miscreants in less than two waeske [he same was again closed down using earth movers énd
explosives under the security coverage of Ledo Folice and AISF af WNEC on 23/08/17.
Photographs of these ratholes and coal pilferage are enclosed in the Aunexure — 1.

3 Inspite of all the efforts put in as mentioned above, there has been a marked increase in
number of pilferars since recent times and the situation reraing grave. The loss due to such
illegal activities caused to the exchequer and the state in terms of royaity is enormous. The
social deterioration due to illegal miging-and its associated crimes stars against the
development of the state and the nation as a whole. )

—h"
S
4. In view of the sbove, it is requested that an adequate measure may be taken up under
-~ the Law to curb the above mentioned menace,
Thanking You
Yours faithiully,
= i

Copyto: - ; : a e

The Superintendent of Police,
District Tinsukia,
Assam

The Sub-Divisional Officer {Civil)

w
Margherita Sub-Division
Assam
The Sub-Divisional Police Officer
Margherita Sub-Division
Assam E ) o
‘ir-
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Anfiexure -

Government of India

22,

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan;
Jor Bagh Road, Ahganj,
New Delhi: 110003,

Dated:  17th November, 2020
To,

Deputy Conservalor of Forests,

Secretary to Justice B.P. Katakey Commission of Inquiry,
State Zoo cum Botamcal Garden,

RG Baruah Road, Ambikagiri Nagar,

Guwahati-78 1005

Sub: Participation in the Commission of Inquiry instituled vide notification dated
18.07.2020 and published in Assam Gazette on 20.07.2020 to inquire into allegations of
illegal coal mining activities, violation of different provisions of law in the process of coal
mining activities in Saleki proposed Reserve Forest and in Tikok Open Cast Project
area etc. by different persons and organizations:reg,.

Sir,

[ am directed to refer to the letter no. BPKJ/COM/Notice/2020-2021/20 dated 29.09.2020
on the subject mentioned above and to say that the proposal for diversion of 98.59 ha of
Forest Land for Tikok Open Cast Project in Saleki PRF under Digboi Division by North
Fastem Coalfield, Coal India Ltd., Assam has been cxamined by the Forest Adwvisory
Committee (FAC) constituted by the Central Government under Section-3 of the Forest

(Conservation) Act. 1980 and the present siatus of the sad proposal in the Mimistry is as
follows:

i. The proposal for use of 98.59 of Reserve Forest land from Saleki proposed reserve
forest of Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve for Tikok OCP coal mining was submitted to
this Ministry in 2013 and the said proposal was examined by the FAC in its meeting
held on 10-11 June, 2013 and 28.11.2019

ii. FAC in its meeting held on 28.11.2019 had thorough deliberation and discussion with
Dy. DG, Regional Office. Shillong. The mater was also discussed with the

representatives of user ageney. After discussion, it was observed that the Site

Inspection carried was out by Regional Office, Shillong. It was clearly pointed out that
the user agency is continming with mining activity aver the forest area aficr the
proposal was recommended by the FAC in 2013, It also conveyed that the user agency
is cantinuously working in the area afier expiry of onginal lease period in 2003. In this
regard, FAC observed that the violation done by user agency since 2003 to 2013 had
been appropriately discussed in 2013 by FAC and accordingly it had recommended
appwpndu. action. As on date, the State Govt. should not have allt:-Wed mmmg m 1he
area prior Lo final approval under the FCA 1980. iEhere hassbesneardss neglecton this

acconnt on behalfof the State:Goyt. A fter perusing all records and t'act:. related to lhl: =

project proposal FAC rccommended the proposal for approval of Stage-l1 with
Siandard, General and following specific Conditions:

/




File No.8-34/2013FC

a. State Govl. Lo abide by all conditions as specified i its recommendations of FAC on
dated 10-11™ June 2013,

P, b. In addition to above, the State Govt. shall take action for the violation, carried by the
user agency after 10-11" June 2013, as per para 1.21. of the Comprehensive
Guidelines dated 28™ March 2019 |

C.sThe State Govr shall inquire into the-matter. of. gross vielation and. identify-officials
sresponsibletfor this vielation and action shoul d'be taken against them; underinfimation
d. User agency shall not carry out any work in violation of the provisions of the FCA
1980 1ill all penalty and compensatory levies are deposited and Stage 11 approval for
the project is granted by MoEF&CC.
e. Chiel Wild Life Warden shall submit his independent comments as requested by
- MoLEF&CC vide letier dated 3.8.2013.
iil. Based on the recommendations of FAC, in-principle approval was granted by the
Ministry, on 26.12.2019 .

iv. The compliance report from the State Govt. is awaited and final approval under the
Forest (Conscrvation) Act, 1980 has not been accorded by this Ministry.

b3 | Yours faithfully,
|
" (Sandecp Sharma) -
Assistant Inspecmr_Geﬁeral of Forests
Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), Government of Assam, Guwahat.
2. The Nodal Officer, Office of the PCCF (HoFT), Government of Assam, Guwahati.
3. The Dy. Director General (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Shillong.
4, Monitoring Cell of FC division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
5. Guard file.
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= : F GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM rzul® - 54[0.;/11:.2
P OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS AND

HEAD OF FOREST FORCE, ASSAM & 3 25
ARANYA BIIAWAN, PANJABARI, GUWAHATI-37 w
Email: hoff-assam(@gov.in
No. F(r 58/Nodal/O.A No 492020/EZ Date:04.03.2021

&
pad 4 i
Shri Rajib baruah, AFS
Dy. Conservator of Forests
Secretary to Justice B.P.Katakey Commission of Inquiry
Assam State Zoo, Guwahati
Sub: Request for submission of Report as per the directions of the Commission.
Ref: Commissions’ order No 30 Ditd 26/02/2021
Sir
With reference o the subject cited above, T am directed to submit here with the following reporis or
documents,

I. A preliminary report on satellite Imagery based study of coal mining

2. Research papers / reports available on the aquatic life of Buriding river

With regard to the soil lesting of the paddy fields. the DFO Digboi Division has already collected the
samples from the various locations and sent to the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Tinsukia for analysis which is
expected to be completed in 15 days. Further the DFO Digboi has been instructed to do the Drone survey for
collecting the images of the areas of concern and will be submitted subsequently

Enel: as stated above

: ‘I'Dllf!i@n

Chief Conservatar of Forest &
Nodal Officer, (F.C. Act), Assam

Copy to the Principal Secretary to the Government of Assam, Environment & Forest Department, Dispur,
Guwahati - 6 for favour of kind information.

|
Chiel Censervartor of Forest &
Nodal Officer, (F.C. Act), Assam

A




COAL MINING IN & AROUND SALEKI PRF

A Satellite Imagery Based Report

Prepared by:
Office of the PCCF and HoFF, Assam
Aranya Bhawan, Panjabari
Guwahati




" Extent of mining in and around (10Km from boundary) Saleki PRF: High Resaiutron
Satellite Imagery Based Study

L

Abstract:
S.No. Year Mining Area in Mining Area outside | Open Cast Rat Hole Total
PRF PRF Area Area* Area
1 2003 | 183.0 9.0 192.0 00 1920
2 2010 | 3455 55.0 401.5 0.0 4015 |
3 M5 | 4248 50.6 515.3 0.0 515.3
(4 2018 | a74.7 | 156.1 457 4 1784 6307
5 2020 | 10432 415.6 479.1 979.7 1458.8

* Rat Hole area figures are opproximations; actual effect of rot hote mining is much mare. All area figures are in Na.
and oll area figures are from beginning of respective yeor. i

Geographical Representation:
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Year 2003:
Year Mmir_ag Areain Mining Area outside Open Cast Rat Hole i Total Area
| PRF{Ha) PRF{Ha) Area (Ha) Area (Ha) ’ (Ha)
}
| 2003 183 9 192 0.0 | 192
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Imagery date: 13/12/2002, Landsat ETM, 30*30m pixel.




Year 2010:

a & 5 um
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Year Mining Areain Mining Area outside Open Cast Rat Hole Total Area
PRF(Ha) PRF(Ha) Area (Ha) Area {Ha) {Ha)
2010 3455 56.0 401.5 0.0 401.5
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" Year 2015:
[' Year Mining Areain | mining Area outside Open Cast Rat Hole Totzl Area
I PRF(Ha) PRF{Ha) Area [Ha) Area (Ha) (Ha)
‘\ 2015 | 4248 90.6 515.3 0.0 515.3
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imagery date: 31/12/2014 % 9/10/2014, Landsat ETM, 15*15m pixel.
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? Year 2018:

¥

l Year Mining Areain Mining Area outside Open Cast Rat Hole ] Total Area |
I PRF(Ha) PRF{Ha) Area (Ha) Area (Ha) (Ha)
|
l 2018 474.7 156.1 452.4 178.4 630.7
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Year 2020:
[ Year Mining Areain Mining Area outside Open Cast | Rat Hole Total Area
) PRF(Ha) PRF(Ha) Area (Ha) Area [Ha) (Ha)
2020 10432 415.6 479.1 979.7 1458.8 J
_ | |
i = .
h
N
_.-"’.r \1\.‘
.'," .I-
'I.r! . r . LF-"“‘I.- '—-'“ -
! \ “Hﬁ%"‘_r": ; /.J
X . P i /
\ b & P
"‘Iu — 4 :
\ e
\h
\‘ o~ ! Vg S
b 1 s B e o
., - T8E o v
a 75 L T — ‘,'T__';n-luh bt _10KR
e - TS St

ogle €arth, 2.5m to 15m resolution

/2020 & 21/3/2020, Landsat & Spot, source: g0

imagery date: 28/1




Few representative Locations of Rat Hole Mining:

Site A (Refer Figure above): =
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Site B (Refer Figure above):
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OFFICE OF THE 3UpB -DIVISIONAL OFFICER (CIVIL)
MARGHERITA

Fammil - sabeansing ooy Tl .com

LMUA, .
NoMCAGANS f6 () Dated Marghetita the 8% August, 3018

o,
Sti Sunlt Sottawnn, [AS
Nub-Divisional Ofieer 1¢Cyit)
Muryhetiin
Twy,
Tlie Director
Directorate of Gealagy mining, Asian
Kahifipara, Ciusalui-19
Sub; Subwmission of repart on illeyal mining of Coal
et Yewir letter no. GMATI/NAT/2433 dated 04-08-201 K
Nir.

With reference w the subjeet cited above, | have the hunour 1o state (he fllowing points
regarding illega! conl mining in Murgherita Sub-Division,

1. The mining nres of NEC, Cll., Murgheriw is 2687 heciores (approx). There are 3 {three) nos.of
iy (eld under Margherita Sub-Division in different places in Tikuk, Titap ond Ledo
o i‘ The mining his been contiming since 2003 i'm'u the different sides in the wea by the
Pmu.% of OPEN CAST MINING uind is stored in various godowns, There are two moin
¢oul producing eollicries in Ledo-Murgherita - under NEC - Tikak and Tirap-in close proximity
W residentind  oned suchoas villages, te2 gurden, which  Gcilitute the logistic of those involved
i digging conl, Sinee the NEC-CIL, Margherita covers a vast arca which is not Reneed, it
allirws i cany accessibility b the excavated areas and as well as 1o the storuge uees.

2 Ll extensive CIL area shures poroas boundory witl the neighboring State of Arunachal I'mdesh.
The road between Rungringkan 1o Ledo vin Tiksk Colliery was dug out by Assun Police and
CIRIPF wder the direetion ol Civil Adiyinistrativn as s road wak used for epal pilferge and :'lz-
well e for imsurgency atiek.  However Civil Admnisteation hud 1o fuce many hunlllc.*t in

execuling the process and Liter on il was observed that the smme rnd resumed communication

herefure the posois boundary with the neigliboring st is corising o serions challenge,

erwine untleveloped und backward arca with ot of uncayployed youth

sustainud incHme in an otli i
" A00-40,000 person per day camying

-

Fats Tl v Sugtal acceptance of el ik, Estimate varies rom

L. H‘.lﬂ“""lﬁl" “: L 'I"L:"r I:l.lul l‘l.l Fll.”i“[ I!\'l {Illr L} .‘ l“ Lk Il]'ll."- fl.'[:i\‘.' .:]nlu“l,l R"lﬂ“
I
lllu

nmmmrn.:mly grer L

in monitoring ol
te Trdicap of adinunizimtion
atrenpth of palive petaanned ) ke I
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Deposition List of Margherita p.§

Sanctioned Strength
SINo. | RANK TOTAL
L INSP, \

'

1 s )
3 |Asd G
CIE L S L
I R
Il-'l:‘_ ~ | CONST. T
Sanctioned Strength

S o, RANK TOTAL _‘
1 S1 1

2 ASI 1

3 THC

3 | NK

5 1CU\|*{ST. |6

Considering the fact that Margherita is a seusitive place as far as 1w and order is concermed it s ditficult 1o

Actual Strengthy
S1 N, 1 HANK TOTAL
1 INSD, 1
LIS T L S—
3 ASIT T e
O |tee 3 - 4
B MK 1 . ‘
6 |CoNst. (8 = %
7 wrc 2 1
LEDQ Q.P
Actual Strength
Sifio. | RANK | TOTAL |
1 S.1(uB) 2
2 ASI(UB) 1
3 HAV (UB) 1
4 .8 CONST 6
3 WAL (UB) 2 i
3 H.G 2
7 HAV (2°" APEN) 1
] CONST E

effectively monitor coal thetl with the present police streneth

=

NI1-38 passing through Margherita to camry coal

6. There is only a singl
coul trucks Thus placing regular ¢
7. Apart trom Coal, the ared
carried in the gunny bags

running anregulated nd fomm

3. As per reports illegal mining takes place in Arunachal Pradesh forest reserves and rucks uses the

e 7 lane road (NH-38) that is used for conumutation by everybady including
heck posts causes greal inconvenience 1o the SOMMaTs.

has witnessed mushrooming of varous coke Bhattas. Mostly the eval
end up beiny convertad into coke in these bhawas, These are largely

major chunk of the unregulated trude of coal. 1t is very essential o

lave 4 policy in Establistment of Cuke bhattas w effectively curb the menace.

Al present the

i Indusiry Registration Cenificate { from
1. Consent to Operate Coke Oven
L Sales Tax Clearanee Centificare ( from Sales
IV Registration und

V. Factony Registration Ce

nificate { from Inspecior of Pactonies)

VL N.OC from Gaon Panchayat.

Vil
VL

Howeser due

tncome Tas

Land Status ( from Cirele wilice}
Clearance Ceilicate

o lack of covrdination anwngst the iesanng auth

practically runnng unrepulated.

Tax Depaniment)
er shop and establishimem s et Rule 190

fullowing dudiments an needed for establislung coke bhanas-
Industry Department)
(Trom Pollution Control Boand)

onts, the Bhatias ane

L-""L , His [  esge2

e ——— . S




IMEACT QU COAL P B R 1GE:

1. Ceoml Pilleragre v
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AN huge nihbes

e

ol pepiom |

: i Pt bothe Toenl wml pigrated (10 LT TR o rr ot e '

excnvatl P ; aident Wb ape

ool extucthng conl me boing erphiited we wo wiinl st st

w“m ] 5 . A .""’:’.ll|
g bncond Geld b lnzndoms oceaption sivl e ambeors b

bnchgvonnd wee workdng sitl o estical G ifitos

siriraidil tep va

v

.‘lhl'l'}'l_h‘; L JAAR Stapinane

A Uehedh, wwontoatbed abgention of vaskers i il kiper Ansity v pepamtend vy s o .
to petee and ity of ool srea, Fasy momey T i illega lr-v|.. . ”“-. A T P
£ e R v T T Y R L
erisme such s doog tallieklug, diog sl sdeolu] slore, Crime ayined wnanen, illigin :: -.r‘. o
A e s iresmendons pall fnetor in this tecke atiecting bbonrees o Ten Gardens | )
Bl e It BN W ny e
5‘

high 3 ¢ ,
A high sehool dropeont i e Toesd nen by abue witgeswud a5 e bogs gt sdsah in sk il
trinde Toe eusty maoney involved fin it

6. From the intelligence reparts githered by thiy offics it can e confirmed that unregulated illsyst

busintess of coal has resnlted it swstemee of iimrgeney in e anca
) J ol ( )
. There miest be a single window monitoring system of lieense and permits issued o the vanion ciks

hlsttas s well ag their sources of raw materisl procured o tun the catabinhnent.

[ ]

Centralized live data base of trock relensed he every regirtered enterprive including CIHL and wther
Coke Dhatis, Advance intimation of trucks being releaned carging anl and subsidiary pruducts
will mithe the onefoad checking of trucks mure effective.

3. [ationalization of police strength with medenn arms i arnmunilisn,

4, Lmuinmlnq, by-pass of Mun_,lh.rllu Town dedicated only for trucks movements whereby pemanent
check post can be instulled. Such by-puss will alse regulate the muvement of 1eallic therehy
reducing jum und relied lazands.

5. Construction of bamdary wull by NEC, ClI especially the col dumping vard arcas falling adjacent
to the Nutional High Way-3§ and ulsor ingresing the srmed security Torces i AISF by NEC. CIL.
Madert technology of laser fencing, COTV and drones can be uwed by NEC, CIL. Expertise of
CISI may he useed 10 augment the present seeurity resoures.

G, Transparent mechunism to desl with resicual coal from designated coul dumping yards.

7. Mauny coke bhattos have i very low yearly tireaghput, Coal fewm CIE. is suetioned through MSTC-

Coal Auction platform: The il tiine tradensfonterprises running coke blmitas find difticult v bid

for such large quantum of coul up for waction. Thus creating demand for coal theft acuvitics which

provide it pwiees with convenient resolution 10 maintain their feedy stocks of coal CIL pay

be requested o devise 3 quok mechanism for local industries. This heing a policy tervention will

L 4 e e
need approval trm Ministry of € oal, CGovermnent of Indin. In e mean swhile, i socicly can

. g
frmied for registered Caal Bhattas which piricipate i the auetion of Bl of all the Bty 37

tlven distribuie the sfock o it mcimbers,

!';!mr!m!nu:

i { that the possihility ol coal heing iradied illegally
[ased on the dbove coguiry.

it cin b coichndes
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Cuad mining in northeast India: an overview of ermronmental

issues and treatment approaches
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Ahstract Northeast Imha lm a gaud dr.posu of suh-b:tunwwus

g Thc northeast Indian coals have unusual

ATSHG 6d ToW Wtrcontenstn wdditioir.

many snvironmaental n:neimrc organic nnd rnineral bound clcmcnn sm:h as Fe Mg, Bi, Al, V, Cu, Cd, Ni, Ph, and Mn ¢ic.
remain eariched in these coals. Such characteristics are associated with moce severe enviroamental i impacte due 1o “‘-:1‘-123

e S oy S .

and 11x ufilizalion in. coal-based mdusmleq Environmental chall challenges include large scale landsca fﬂi %{: m”i cnmmn-

loss of forest ecosysiem and wildlife abitat, A" WAL ng soil pollition. "Séveral physical and chemical methods are

rEDOIT
northeast India. This paper may help di

e

in literature for the removal of minersl matter, total sulfur and different forms of sulfur from high sulfur coal in
t researchers and ;ulmhnldms to understand currsnt state of ressarch In the

field. Initiatives may be wken towards sustainablé use of coal resources by ndupimg innovative clean technologies and by
implementing eifective control measurcs and regulatory policies,

Keywords Northeast India - Sub-bituminous conl - Environmental issucs -

regulatory policies

1 Introduction

CUnal is the most imporiant and abundant t'ossli fuel in
India. With imcreased d popuiation, gmm'ng economy and o
quUEsT Tor improved quality bf Tife, ¢ energy demand in Tndha
is rising. Mining is not oily fulfilling the increasing energy
demand of industry, but also plays an imporant role in the
cconomic development of the country (Chaulya and
Chakraborty 1995) Power sector is the largest consumers
of coal followed by irun, steel and cement segments in the

&= Mayuni Chabukdhars
maywn_chabukdbura@yuhoo.coin

Depasunsin of Eyvironmenial Biology and Wildlife Seiences.
Caotton College Suate University, Guwahati, Asssm TRI00]
India

Snpiripors AN astramm e 1 P, Tvubo e DL

LﬂJ.t‘t'hll) Shilleng, Meghninya 793022, Indw

Innovative technologies - Management und

last four deeadac (Fig 1) Ohar cralier nonesmars Sooto g
fernlizer, textile tncluding jute and jute producs), puper
and the brick industry. Coal mining and its utilization i3
associated with substantial eavitonmental challenges as it
creates significant and often irreversible impacts upon the
terrestrial and aguatic environment,

{inan fact nr I'Iu‘n.n-. _Ilu
e 2,

il toya i _‘wﬂm -m.n H
not only alters the nz lure ol g;uundwamr— rface wal-:r
internctions but also mntnbu;;: to major air pollutanrs o

o awn ol r—————
=

the atmosphere and results in dramatic chauges in the |

landscape. Most coul mining disimiews in India have been
declared as chitically polluted areas (CPAs) by MoEF in
2000 (o8E N1y

lo northeast Indis, coul mining was initisted by Medii-
colt in F86Y73RY 1874 (Sarma 2005a, b) The Cenozoic
coals T e nortlieast Staes of Tndin with its unusual
physico-chemical characterisnics have been plaving an
imporant role in the Indian economy for the lust few
deeiillr (Bunh 08P, Selbic < wi, ZU0wul. Due W i
unique propenies and consequent snvironmenta! issues,

'g_; ﬁprins,e:
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Flz. 1 Consumpiion of raw coal by different industacy in India
Source: India Ensrgy Book 2012

coals in northeast India draw special attention (Zamuda and

Ehm 'Im'.l Cailiea L il '!ﬂld.u\

T‘he mauin objective of this paper is 1o summunze coul

characteristics and_associaled, _enyironmental i u;pg; in
FoFEast A In nddition, this paper elso reviews the

cufFERT Skate of research in the field of various lreatment
approaches to reduce environmental impacts of coal.

2 Coal distribution and its characleristics
in northeast India

As on April 2014, India’s inveutury of coal resource was

A TN T TV =l TE_—.. LA NPT
e '-'I'IHUII RN e T u-nnrl-an n& R T e T T L A

Indicatcd—142 BT and Inferred—32 BT (Ministry of Coul
2014). Northeast India contributes 105 Million Tons (MT)
of the Gondwana coal and 1492 MT of tertiary coal
reserves. Meghalaya and Assam in northeast India contain
73 % of the total tertiary coal reserves. Nagaland and
At Trodoam vimirertie 24 08 and 450 i e dial
tertinry coal reserves, respectively. Coal inventory of
northeast India is given in Table 1.

Sub-bituminous teriary coal of northeast India was

deposited under the influgnce of marine envirunment

Table | Nortbeuss India’s coal inventary of Goodwana and wrtary
coal in million repes (Ministry of coal, India s on Apnl 1, 2014}

Coallield  Srare Proved Indicaed  infered  Tolal
Gundwana  Assam ] 4 ] 3
Sikkim 0 38 43 o
Tl o &2 43 105
Tertary Arunschal Pradesh 31 af) 19 o0
Assam 465 3 3 511
Meghalays a9 17 470 517
Nogalind ] 0 w e
Toal L uy Ty KT

Saweee Minisiry of coal (2014)

@ Springer

(Rajarathnam et al. 1996). These coals have high sultur and
low azsh content, with high organic sulfur, duc o the
influence of manne sowces during diagenesis (Chandra
et al. [983; Singh and Singh 2000; Ward et al. 2007;
Widodo et 4. 2U1IU). Todl can ‘be termed as low suliur
(<1 % sulfur coment), medium sulfur (1 %<3 % sulfur
content) and high sulfur coals (>3 % sulfur content) based
on their sulfur contents (Chou 2012). In addition 1o high
sulfur content, northeastern coals have a high centent of
volatile matter and vitrinite contents, yizlding double the
amount of 1ar in comparison w other Indian coals. Mining
of these coals senerutes 4 largs volume of waste materials,
These coals generally contain 2 %—8 % toral sulfur, where
75 %90 % is of organic sulfur, while the reat is In inor-
ganic form viz. sulfate and pyritic sulfur (Haruah and
Khare 2007a). Ledo and Baragolm cosl of Makum coal-
field, Assam, India contains 28.2 % and 21.5 % of inor-
ganic and 7).7T% and 783 % of organic sullur,
respectively (Baruah et al. 2006). In a study. proaimate and
ultimale analysis of coal collected from Makum coullield.
Assam showed 3.31 %, 2.95 % and 2.16 % of 4sh content,
towal sulfur and orgamic sulfur, respectively (Saikia 21 all
2014a), The volatile matter and vitrinite content of the
Makum coalfield. ‘Assam were 42.3 % und zround 93 %,
respectively (Salkia et al, 2014a). Total sulfur of Numchik
coalfield, Animachal Pradesh ranged 1.23 %4 .84 %, with
organic sulfur constituting ~4] %74 % of total sulfur
and volatile matter ranged 41.8 %—<6.6 % (Chandra et dl.
1984). Similarly, o Bapung coals of Jaimtin Hills.
Meghalava, organie sulfur was more abundant among the
different sulfur species constituting an average 62 % of
organic sulfur of the total sulfur content of 4.59 % in. it
{Ahmed =mnd Rahim 1996). Towl sulfur sometimes
exceeding 7 wi% out of which the oreanic sullur content
accounts for aboul 75 % and the rest is inorganic sulfur.
Tiru valley couls of Nagaland, India gre sub-bitumimats to
bituminous-D in rank charactenzed by low o medium
moisture (£ %-7 %). moderately high volarile matier
content (22 % and 42 %) and high sulfur (5 %11 %)
content (Singh et al 20122 by Ash. voladle matier
and towal sulfur content of Norhern Mongehen and
Moulong Kimong coalfields, Nagaland, India rmaoged
200 B=195%. 349 %448 % and 3.23 %321 %,
respectively (Das et al. 2015).

._I_Il__il-d'_diP:EI'l to- high sulfur and volanke ‘mater, und low

five nrgnmil: and mineral bound elements ¢ :cmpm en““?ﬁ'*

e

‘Bﬁﬁésq coals that can. Fau;q air, water and | lnnd hpblluucn

Vo,

Sub-bituminous. eoals of Assam._obtained irom m_ Makig
coalficld showed that Fe, Ca, Ni, Cu ;1;1-:1 Znare signih-
__nnl.l;'m bound, Mg. Ca and Mn #re u{gfamn."ﬁauﬁ"ﬂ"'

u.rl'n‘-l f-"ll Al m f! .-uuul,l l-|. sither swrmames "u mtm;.l m;t]ﬂ

e Ao, o O

fBa.ntah el ai "tlﬂ] The agquesiss h:m:hmg u? me:f,e c@"iTs
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Coal mining in nurtheass India: an overview of environmental tyues and freatment approaches &9

aulhc e
mhzmce' d the mobilization. of associaled. Jrace and hem.-y
metuls | lff-_'e. Mg. Bi, AL, V. Cu, Cd. Ni. Bb.. and Ma) aha‘&

the regulatory levels (Baruah ef al. 2006). Element con-

centrations such as Cr, Mn, Nl, Cu, Zn As and P‘b in coals
W’Es Makum coallisld, Assam weee 5. 23, 5,2,
77,1 and 4 m,g,‘kg. respectively. Concentrations of these

-

elements ni couls from Moulong. Kimong mn]En.ld, Nagi-

land were 4. 2289, 3. 2, 49. 2 aad | me/ke. respectively
{Saikia et al. 2014a). Study further indicated that L many of

— Y g T

these elements were asyoc maﬂ wlfﬁuhqnmte rmgneutr:
"an:.’n" gnethm. m E’m i:oal;

1 Environmeotal issues associated with coal
mining and its utilization in the region

Unscientific mining of mincrals posgs a serious threat to
the cu\-lrumnem. reaul‘:m; in reduction o!' Forﬁl. cover and

loss of b::ﬂivmktr, soil erosion ar and puliuuun of air, water
T Toat The ot N

rl | mnvn_gl;gﬂnl%fﬁl—hﬂb mhl\:[
uf rmmug adopted by private operators and related actm-
nés have cullsed i Targe-scale environmental degradation and
severe ecosystem destruction in Meghalaya (Swer and
Singh 2003, 2004; Sarma 2005z, b). Large scale denuda-
tion of Forest cover, scarcity of water, &IF and water pol-
bginn dearadesine AF enil and sadeulmenl lande laad
subsidence, huphazard dumping of coal and overburden are
some of the conspicuous environmental implications of
coal mining in north eastern coal mines of Meghalaya,
India (Swer and Singh 2004). Based on a stucy in the
Nokrek Biosphere Reserve in Meghalaye, India, iv is

ssamind b ool miing Bas sriusmels offenied she s
etarion and the densily of trees. shrubs and herbs in mined
arsas (Sarma and Barik 201 1),

The mining and cleaning of coal ai Jocal processiag sites
creates Jarge guantities of ambient particulale matier
(Ghose and Banerjez 1995; Ghose and Majee 2000)
AP GG T N LTI TR IS TV e EsiaTan
1o tha atmosphere and ure responsible for environmental
degradation by deteriorating the air guality in respect to
dust, fine coal parficles and other gaseous pollutants
(Mukhopadhyay et al. 2010). The major sources of air
pullulmn in coal m@_m' It g an ing,
II.IH'I.IHI& k- "mu‘i;w uucq qllnmm;;:lkt\;lipggﬂpup
of ‘heavy yeficles .on haul. roads, dragline operations

crushing of coal in. fecder breakers, presence of ﬁn.
cxposed pit faces, wind eroswmn und exhaust of heavy
éarthmuver machinery (Nair and Sintiz 1987; Ghose and
Majee 2007; Huertes et al. 2011). According 1o Ghose and
Dutietjer (1570, @ poiivton cuused By wastievies 4 o
acute than any other coal processing operations.

9119‘3?*‘_.““1!: tendency, ta-stmasphenc. weathering.and,,
hl

N on a rql_nrt on ambient air quality around north-
eastern coalmines in Mirgherita, ASSam, the Maxipium

daily &

mmmfmﬁ_mm%__whw Mat-~
ter), REM {Eﬁmrab!e-ﬂamaulmmm} ; and NOr=

were found o be 214..60. 25 and &Wm e res vxcctwel‘r o

[Envmncnn 2010), Except for SPM, all other values were
within CPCB guidefincs [CPCB_2009). Atmospheric Can

cehtration uf gaseous NHa, sn; and NO; rcinasé?ﬁ'&mmc

areherita (Assam]muul betwuutt'?-du.ﬂ'} 1. 47—-5.!4
40 pg/m’, respectively, and particulats NH.*
in PMm and PMa; rangsd betwszen 0.02-0.07 and
ﬂ 00B-0.03 p g/m’, respectively (Sarmah et 4l. 2012), The
utlow-amissionand deposition ot
NO, and SD, prevents the greuter formation of acidic
Species ile o nmti:ilizannn with NH.*. Source abnor-
HSMPERE SF PM; 5 levels at the suburban site of nontheast
India (KHare and Bnmnh 2010) showed that largest con-
tribution to aerosol mass in PM; ¢ is from ¢rismal sounces
(38 %) followed by coal combustion (26 %), industnial and
vehicular emissions (19 %), wood buming (9 %) and sec-
nocdury asneal formation (R &) Amone diffennt ele-
ments, emissons of Te, Fe, Mn, Cd. Sn and Sb were related

t.soat-barnin and Barush 2010),
Coke. ind s one of the majur coal utilization
industres in northeast India. “To, wssess he’ifapact BE coke™

oven buming high sulfur and voluile mausr contuning
ol o ahiane aie nn.qlu'u L;-..-.-unﬁ:n. a‘u.a and teare

AR T

metals were mvcsugamd (Khare and Baruah 2011). The
study showed thar total emissions of PM. g, 1ol carbon
{TC), black carbon (BC) and organic carbon (OC) rangsd
between 72306, 49-217, 0.71-2.9 and 4B-214 Uyeur,
respectively and the concenteation of trace metals was in

the Hasrsnsias Feder W T bl o T P
- e smst = F ke & anes =
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Mo=>Cu=>%n ~ 8bh>81>Cd ~ Ni>As>Se>Hg
The study further indicated that emission rates of matals
were dependent on the volatility of tic metals. condition

of coke ovens und rank of coal (Khate and Buruuh
min
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Mire Drain :lgti ure intensely luq.eﬂu.cd in the ¢ chthrLa m
northeast India, wﬁm: acnlugy ol !ht &uuwm‘.ﬁu; area is -

badly dumptal The rejects and coals di dumped near Lhe pit
sntrance are exposed (o the environment. Being highly
enniched with sulfur, pyrite present in thess materiale is
UArEHeta A Ty UrOTpoUG At THOIGIING 3 WO I W
the generation of AMD (Tiwary 2001; Baruzh et gl, 2005,
2006, Baruah 2009; Baruzsh and Khare 200700, Metils
concentrations in mine water in India und the world s
shown i Table 2. As it is visible, metals such as Fe, Cu,
Mn. Zn, Ni and ’h in mine water of northeast India (Jaintia
il VIR SHUWet THETIE COTCSITRCUIS U VO e
other mining siles in India Zn and Pb showed the
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Tablie 2 Metl contents in ming water (/L) in few coal mines in northeast India, Indid and the World

Parimeier Fe Cu  Mn As Zn Ni P Cr Cd References

Jaintia coalficld (Meghalsyu, tmfis) 118400 320 4070 4220 1080 430 60 30 Sahoo etal (2012)
Jhana goulfiskd (Tharkhand, [ndia) 433 321 138 34 061 176 149 E) Singh el ;. THRrY
Ranipar) (West Bengal, India) 320 188 394 1006 60 2 456 N6 M6 Singh et ul, (200)

West Bokare coslfields (Jharkhand. Indial 65 46 1434 #21 184 154 343 312 Senph ey al A ZKMG
Makim (Assam; Indiz) 105300 310 10,200 15300 MW 270 56 35 Equeenuddiniet al, (20HD)
Kamen {Lun) 192500 350 30.500 700 NGO IR0 B500 18 Shihabpeur et al (2U03)
Dueve coalmine (Kerea) 176300 430 8360 2120 Chon sl Haang (2000)

maximum concentralions in Jaintia coalneld of Mc.ghnla}ra.
northeast India and Ni : :

Makum r.' Such hlgg couceu}t{ayagof
matals i sites can. be auributed 0. bigher. jcaching

undtf a::uhn. l.andmons in these ¢ coalficlds, However, ele-
fental Ghntents i leachate water are controlled by three

factory: the oxidation rate of pyrite, the acidiry of the lea-
chate water and the mineralogy of the rejects (Baruah and
Khare 2010}, Further, it depends on the element content in
the coal. Conceptration of loaic elements present in
northeustern and other ¢oals in India 15 shown in Table 3.
Toxic metal such as Cd showed the maximum level in
Juintia coal of Meghalaya. northeast India. In a smudy on
alementsl leaching of Meghalays coals, clements such as
Al P. S, K, Ti, Cr, Co, Zn showed negative comelutions
with oH (Baruah and Khare 2010}, The release of Al, Si, P,
Cl, K, Ti, Mn, Co and Ni concentralions In the leachares
depends on pyrite oxidation and dissolution ( Yue and Zhao
2008). whereas Cd, Sn, Sh and Te contents in the leachatzs
are_ mainly controtled by adsorpuion on Fe hydroxides,
which is indirectly influenced by pil The concentrations of
truce und cotentially hammful elements (8b, As. Cd, Cr, Co,
Cu, Ph, Mn, Ni, V, and Za) in the Meghalaya coals mine
rejects ranged (mg/hkg), 10.1-126, 13-259, 5-5.1.

259-361, 20.9-22, 23.6-32.9, 98-149, B7-104, 36.4-58,
50-55 und 35.8-55, respectively, and among thess Sh and
Cd showed high enrichment factor showing build up in the
environment (Baruuh and Khare 2010).

Tmpact of AMD i
viciity of collicries is a gmwmg problem in northzast
India. The

"MesnataTa Stae Pollution “Cotrel Board,
Shillong (MSPCB 2007) réported  cuse of massive fish
death in Lukha River on the eastern horder of Juintia Hills
district, which was attributed to AMD contaminating the
streurn water and seifiments. Swer and Jingh T2O08, ot
have reported the lack of commonly found aguats life
forms such as fish, frogs and benthic macroinvertibrate
such as Plecoptera, Ephemeropiers and Tricoptera in warer
bodies of coal mining areas in Jaintia Hills. Meghalaya.
Dyverall, socio-economic and 2cological impacts in the wred
ncludes: severe scarcity of freshwuter resources tor
domestic use und drinking purposes by the local commi-
nity causing breach of basic human right; lack of aguatic
life in muny rivers and streams and reduced vegetation
divessity: decreased agricultural productivity ete. (Swer
and Siagh 2004) Swer and Singh (2004) further rzported
that water guality in the Juintia Hillx of Meghalays is
highly affected as evidenced by low pH (in the runge of

Table 3 Concentration of sonme wxic elements present in nertieast Indis and ather Indian coalsbignile (ngfkg)

Paranistess As Cu Mo Zn i Pb Cr Cd  References

Juinns cualfield -3 1440 6681 % B5-364 20§ 24137 I7T9-55% 5 Barunh and Khare
(Megnalaya. Indial 120y

Makum coullicld (Asstim, NO4-024 9B6-3015 1527-6181 - - 5.06-24.13 - Mukheree amg
{ndin) Srivastava (2006

Lammemy noal Cavhunte as 157 0] 173 425 135 3.5 VR Baneges o al, (2000)
[rutia

Dumadar Koel Villey B2 ild 577 333 bl 179 SIS 12 Banerjee ¢t al, (2000
eal

Waridha Godavar Viliey: 2. (] 58.6 232 25 45 4.5 LR Banedjee e al. (20007
cual

Peach Kanhan Tawa 58 231 55 26 Ll TR [ %) 37 21 Buneggeser sl (2REN
valley coi
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31-5), high conductivity, high concentration of sulphaies,
iron and other toxic metals, law dissolved oxygen (DO)
and high biological oxygen demand (BOD). Such low pH.
low DO, higher sulphate content and turbidity in water of
todl tining areas wre wifevimg e aqustic Ji.

Singh and Sinha (1892) reported vasiation of pH in
aortheastech coalfietds, pH 2.8-4.1 in Churcha, pH 4.2-5.0
in West Chirimir, pH 5.2-5.6, pH 5.3-6.0 in Rukhikhol and
pH 40-4.6 in Gorbi coalfields. Highly acidic mine water
with high sulphaie (up to 1500 mg/L} and Fe (40 mg/L)
were reported In VIATEISITN grwup wi dGGS R S
(Rawat and Singh 1982). Bhele (1994) reporied pH of 3.9,
3.10 and 4.3 in Ledo, Tirap and Bergolia mines of Assam.
Based on a similar study carried out in Makum coalfields in
Assam by Egueenuddin et al, (2010), it was found that the
mine discharges were highly acidic (up to pH 23) to
alkdline (up to gH78) In Rsture - witmn- i U R o
§0.2~ and minz water was highly enriched with Fe. AL
Mn. Ni, Pb and Cd. In addition. ground water close 1o the
collieries and AMD affected crecks were highly contami-
nuled by Mn, Fe and Pb but major rivers were not much
impacted by AMD due to their large volume of water,
Different physico-chemuctl parameiers ol smimee ai
groundwater near coalfields in northeast and other parts of
India are shown ia Table 4. As can be seen in Table 4, pH
of surface water near Juintia coalfisld, Meghalaya. India is
highly acidic &5 compared (o surface water in other sites in
tndia. The maximum concentrations of metals detected in
groundwaler pear Muakum codlneld, Assum, ndin was
img/L): 0.018 for Cr. 0.2 for Ni, 0.108 for Za, 2.18 for Mn,
1.9 for Fe, 1.1 for Al, 0.061 for Ph, and 0.009 for Cu, in
river water, the maximum concentrations were (mg/L):
0.06 for Ni, 0.016 for Zn, 094 for Mn, 247 for Fe. D42 for
Al. 0.017 for Cd, 0056 for Pb and 0021 for Cu
{Equeenuddin et al. 2010). In a study by Ablushex e 2.
(2006), water quality parameters in groundwater in JTharia
cualfield ranged: pH (6.72-794), TDS (213-530 me/L).
SO @8412mgl), CI7 (19896 mp/L). NOh
(3=77.7 mg/L), Fe (0.13-2,18 mg/L), /n (0.02-0.04 me/l),
Pb (0.01-0.04 me/L). The maximum TDS, NO;~ aud Fe
concentrations excecded the Burean of Indian Standards
(BIS) limit for drinking water quality. In surface water,
water qualily parameters vancd between (Abhishek et al.
2006): pH (7.15-7.70). EC (25064706 pS/cm), TDS
(237-616 ing/L), DO (25-5.8 mg/L), BOD (38-137 m/l).
Pb (001-0.03 mgil), 7n (0.03-009 mg/l) and Fe
{0.15-1.91),

Metals concentrations in stream  sediments  around
Makum coel ficld of Assam ranged (mgfhkg) 5.5-717.
100-386, 3.1-21.1, 0.48-21, 23.1-231. 101-9163 and
17.8-264 for Ci. Ct, Pb, Cd. Zn, Mn and Ni, respectively
(Foueenuddinet al. 2013), The swdy furher indicated that
higher concentrations of all wetals were avuiluble in

exchangeable fraction under strongly gseidic environment
Based on their mobility and potential bioavailability.
metals were o the order of Cd >Ph> Mn> Ni>
Zn>Cu > Cr

4 Management and treatment strategics to reduce
environmental impacts of coals

Since coul mining and its utilizanon in coal bused indus-
sries ia aternvciued with environmeatal issues. it s necessary
{0 manage Or Mitigale its iMpact on environment G clean
coul pror to it ulilization. An auempt was madle by
Dowarah et al. (2009) to achizve eco-restoration of & high-
sulfur containing cosl mine overburden dumping site
through primary and secondary ccological succession of
s plant pelss in Timn Colliesies. Assam. Iudia, The
suidy revealed that planting of herbacgous monncols with
fibrous rout systems such us cittonella, lemon grass, Sae-
charum spontanewm. lianes and shrub species avcelerates
the ecological processes in an adverse mine overburdan
enviconment of Tirap colliery and a secondary sere eco-
AsEit il i 5 abesrved in the rertored ming wite
In addition, B0 %100 % vigetation coverage was
observed, the plant species deasty was nore than 80 %.
and soil organic matter ingreased from 0.001 % 0.L03 %
10'0.5 %13 % Restoration refars tw reinstatement of the
pre-mining ecosystem in @l its siructurul and funenonul
o ket
role in enhancing the soil femility status in mine &poil and
in the sbilization of dump slupes by creating mechanical
reinforcement of dump material and enhancing shedr
streneth of dump matenial (Siagh 2011; Singh et al. 201 24: -
b). Soil siructure development, nutrient cycling, and soil
Clremicm are prrreas Sseiianis
mediated and mitigated by microorganisms and they play a
very important role in cco-restoration {Singh and Singh
2006)

Mineral matter and sulfur exhibit harmiul effects on
wiilization of coal De-sulfurization and de-ashing are
CLETIER Fol Snutiaes iaatiog X doan ank high aifur
coals used in different industries (Baruah et al 2006,
farual and Khare 2007b; Suikia et al 2013). Szquential
solvent extruction was found (o be an sffective niethod of
desulfucization of high sulfur contaiving Assam coal.
especially for arganic sulfur, which could be remaved up W
9 % (s uns Shevma SE0IL devsotgmion oo deoulfi.
ization of coul samples from Bomgulai and Ledo collieries
of Makum coal ficld, Assam, India using alkali reaimont
leads to over 70 % romoval of inorganic sulfur, and
removal of sulfur increased with iocrease in alkali con;
gentration and treatment time (Mukherjee and Bonhaku
2ANA), Y ANOINET WGy, T dne save SSL
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extraction and alkali treatment showed successiul removal
of organic and morganic sulfur. Solvent exunction using
dimethyl formamide (DMF) increased desulfurization of
the oxidized Barapolai and Ledo coals up to 95 % and
93 % for inorgaoic sulfur and 31 % and 23 % organic
sulfur, respectively, while the alkali wearment showed
| complete removal of inorganic sulfur and a maxinwm of
33 % and 26:4 % organic sulfur for these coals, rzspec-
tively (Baruuh and Khare 2007h). Alkali reatment of high
sulfur Assam coal using mixtures (1:1) of 16 % sodium
hydroxide and potassium hydroxide solution followed by
10 % hydrochloric acid could remove 50 %-54 % of the
ash, rowul inorganic sulfur, and arodnd 25 % organic sulfue
(Mukherjee 2003). 4.4 % of the toial orgamc sulfur was
removed by electron transfer process (Borah and Harush
1999). In another siudy, approximately 93 % and 98 % of
the pyritic sulfur was removed in the cass of the Barugolai
and Ledo coal of Makum, Assam, respectively, using 15 %
(v/v) hydrogen peroxide + 0.1 N sulfuric acid (Mukheres
and Srivastava 2004). An avempt was made w clean some
low rank medium to high sulfur coal samples from
northeast India using low ultrasonic energy (20 kHz) in the
presence of HiO; solutions and it showed removal of
31 %, 48 %, 51 %, 48 % and 32 % of 101l sulfur, organs
sulfur, pyritic, sulfutc sulfur and ash, respzctively (Saikia
=t al. 2014b). In a similar study, trearment using applica-
ton of ulitasonic energy (20 kHz) in aqueous and mixed
i alkali media (101 KOH and NaOH) on coals collected from
Assam and Nagaland, India showed that the muximu
removal of ash, pyritic sullur, sulphate sulfur and roral
sulfur were ‘8752 %, 8342 %, 12,50 % and [8.30 %,
respectively (Saikin et al. 2014¢). Ultrasound assisied coal
de-sulfurizauon und de-ashing is partially green approach
that has heen recentlv studied by other researchers (HofT
mann 2t al. 1996; Ze et al. 2007; Wang snd Yanyg, 2007.
Mello et al. 2009; Shen &t al_ 2012)

In addition to several physico-chemical desulfurizanon
methods, biodesulfunzaton using Thiobaciilur ferrous:-
dans (ATCC 13984) was awsmpted for Assam coal

(Nasdar er al 20000 Resultz showed thet the s of
1 pyritic sulfur removal was rotanded a1 higher concentra-
tioas of femrous wod fernc lons st need w be conrotled o
mainin high rote of removal (Dastidar et all 2000), in
aeneral. AML) can he remedisted by iwo generic appros-
ches i.e active or passive trearment (Skousen ct gl. 1995,
Walkereckonlor W0RY Active teatment reauires the use of
alkalipe matenials (hime, limestone, hydraed lime, caustic
sode, soda ash. etc) ar agration 1o reduce woudiny wnd
precipitai: metals, while passive (ahictie and biolbgical)
treatment allows cherneal and holomcal processes o take
pluce naturally in o controlled snvironment (Costello 2003,
Inhacon and Hallhere 7003 Sheocan and Sheoran 2{N16

‘ s

Rios et al 2008, Sheoran ev al. 2010), A pilot plant
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Table § Pallutioa standards for air guality in India

Polluzant Time-weighted averages oot e bt wir gty
mines Existing coalfields/ Old codl mines (/hans.
:':_si iager sl mifs Ranizani. Hokam)
: 500
SPM Annusl average 160 4 .IO 9
REM Annual averuge 180 25 "
Mh 250 300
50; Annual avecage 20 g0 ?0
A 120 120 10
NO, Annual average Bl 80 %0
4 h 120 110 20

congisting of sequeatial alkatinity woroducing (SATY svstem
coupled with biological prucesses was designed for wreat-
ment of AMD from coalmines of Meghaluya, northeast
India (Baruah et al. 2010). The weaiment syslem was fuund
10 be effective in reducing TDS, conductivity, sulphate and
toxic elements.

In India rhe Miniary af Eauviranment and Freests
(MoEF) plays # key m!s. in ugulnuug the environmental
impacts of mining and in providing clearnces for mining
in forest lands. Some environmental Prolection measures
include: prevention of pollution at source; cusuring pol-
luters pay principle; protection of heavily polluted arcas
pad sivae stestchec sncesasmont af rbu-lrmm and

Pl

application of best available technological su!uums and
involving the public in decision making (Mehtw 2002).
Undar Mineral Concession Rules, 1960. it is required 10
specify the area indicating impact of mining uctivity on
forest. land und environment, scheme for restorarion of the
B I I

SOEon O pUNnnm anninTE SN

According to Article 23 of the Mineral Conservation and
Development Rules (1988) conditions for the ahandon-
ment of any mine need to be laid down by the mining
company and provision of & plan for dealing with the
civironment, and is liable o protect und contral pollution

ks P R Tl loass
nﬁJuﬁ by l‘tumn& e le. mmuﬁ up\-tmwm- L

further lays guidelines 1o restore or protect the fora of the
area under the mining leuse and nearby aress, techrically,
economically and eavironmentally

The main environmental acts that impact the mining
industry 1o Indin are: The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

T . -
\n:rrunnﬁu. I fPP'I.J A H-ln.rl \:n P Sl e

Pollution} Act, 1974 (amended in 1988); The Furest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 [amended in 1988); The Al
(Prevennion and Contiol of Pollution) Act, 1981 (smendad
in 1988} and ‘the Environment (Protection) Act 1986

s s o B e
[R et A S aai v s Y

......

(with rules 1986 and 1987). Scparale pallumm siandurds

l'u"l an qﬂurut n'u'tl via Ilu.nc ﬁillmmn TN ul.uL-n tmu uunrt

Table & Pollution stundards (or ooal mine effiueots

Level

Parameter

oH 5.5-9.0
T3S (mzl.) 10
Gil and grease (mg/l) 10
COD (mg/L) 50
BOD (mgL) 30
Phepolics (mg/l.} 1.0

by Ceotral Pollution Control Boards for coal mining in
Inclia (Tahlac & A1

In order to achieve sustainable utilization of coal
resources integrated approach considering vanous aspects
1o reduce its environmental impacts is necessary. Proper

implementation of regulntory .rules and policies i as

importani as other management strategies (o deal with

‘.nu;ﬁm-rlr:! e ]

5 Conclusions

Demand for zoal in India ¢ projected to increase dramat-

e | ';ﬁ .“.J.:, [ L app-h This wessald --p..nh m

amainy R . —t e e ——

increased coal mining in different parts of India including
northeast region. Since, ¢oals in northeust hidia is chatue-
terised by high sulfur and volatile matter contenis that
exhibits mare polential harmful impacts, exira &ifons are
r-.:qmr:d m manage these coals m r-ducc its envirnnmentzl
smpotsan dng aopian Morr stsdiss pesd o be dune tm ke
tield 10 assess the impact of coal mining an biodiversity,
soil; air. surface and ground water in northzast Tndla.
Although weveral researches on desulfurization, de-ashing
und demineralization wehniques huve been mide; offon
should be made to do further research on developing

e o Wyt eu Fosion B e e e P B e L o Al e s
L e e T T T T o S et oL T
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to clean coal and 10 use these technigues in the field.
Further, it is essential (o encourage and emphasize on
alternutive cleag sources of energy to mieet future energy
demands.
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distribution. und reproduction in any medium, provided you give
sppropriate cresbit 1 the originul author(s) and e source, provide 2
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MINUTES OF THE 10" MEETING QF THE STATE BOARD FOR WILDLIFE HELD [N THE
CONFERENCE HALL OF THE CHIEF MINISTER'S OFFICE, DISPUR ON 22.02.2018.

Members present: List enclosed as Annexure 1.

The 10* meeting started on the arrival of the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Assam and
Chairperson of the State Board fur Wildlife, Asszm. AL the outset the Hon'ble Chief Minister &
Chairperson, the Hon'ble Minister of Enviranment & Forests elc & Vice Chairperson an the dias
were [elicitated. Following that the respected members of the board introduced themseives. The
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force, Assam welcomed the Hon'hle Chief
Minister of Assam and Chairperson of the State Board for Wildlife and the Minister Environment
and Forests ete. Government of Assam & Vice Chairperson of the State Board for Wildlife and all
other members afl the board.

The Hon'hle Minister of Environmen: and Forests cte. Government of Assam & Vice
Chairperson of the State Beard for Wildlite addressed the heard with a brief account on the
ohjective of the 10" meeting.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, (Wildlife) and Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam,
and Member Secretary SBWL presented issues listed in the Agenda for discussion with the
permission of the chair.

(a) Leaveofabsence:

(1) Sri Mrinal Sailda, MLA, Khinntai.
(2) SriPradan Berua, MP, Lakhimpur
.[3) Representative of Armed Forces (Govt. of India to nominate)
(4) The Director, Wildlife Preservation, Paryavaran Bhawan, New Delhi.
(5) The Director, Wildlile Institute ol India, Dahradun, Uttaranchal,
(6) The Direclor, Botanigal Survey of India, Kolkatta, West Bengal.
(7) SriPronay Bordolot, Journalist
(8) Sri Bhupendra Nath Talukdar, Retd. DCF
3) Dr. AU Choudhury, IAS, the Rhino Foundation for Nature in North East-India.
{(10) Dr. P.C. Bhattacharjee, Retd. Professor Guwahati University

(b) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 9® Meeting of the SBWL held on 20.09.2016
The minutes of the 9= Meeting of SBWL was taken up far discussion which had already been
circulated to all the Hon'ble Members of the Bozrd hy the Member Sécretary. The Board confirmed
and recommended the minutes,

(c) The action taken repert on the recommendation of the 9% Meeting of the
SBWL which was circulated to alf and were open for discussion,

The PCCF, WL & CWLW and the member secrétary presented the actlon taken

report of the 9% meecting of State Board for Wildlife held on 20.09.2016 and the discussion
proceeded as halow.
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|. Diversion proposals of North Eastern Cosificlds, Coal Ingia Lid Tiiiah priesticn gpen
cast project (72.00 Ha.)

The State Roard for Wildlife recommendesd the proposal in its 9= meeling The Govi. of
Assam requested Ceal India Limited, User Agency lo furnish compliance report in regards to
diversion of 72.00 ha. Of Forest Land. But the report from the User Agency was still awaited. The
Board advised Member Secretary SBWL & PCCF, WL & CWLW, Assam (o send reminder to the Coal
1ndia Limitad for submission of compliance repart as asked by the Govt of Assam at an early date
so that the proposal can be forwarded to the MoEF & CC for early clearance by the SC-NBWL.

Aion of 98.59 ha in Saleki PRF under Digboi Division for Tikok OCP Coal mining
project by North Eastern Coal fields, Coal India Limited, Assam.

The physical verification report conducted by CF, EAC, Jorhat was discussed in the meeting
and as the site was found to he located just on the boundary of the 10 Ko radius from the Dehing
Patikai WLS it was considered falling within the Lco-Sensitive Zone. After deliberation on the matter
the board recommended the proposal subject to compliance to a set of mitigation measures as
suggested Wz« Expert Committee.

3. Application for Wildlife Clearance from Standing Committee of NBWL for drilling 7
{seven) numbers of wells in the vicinity of Hollangapar Gibbon Sanctuary [OIL].

The State Board for Wildlife recommended the propoesal in its g meeting for two sites his
LOC 101 & LOC LT1subject to, compliance to the mitigation measures as syggested by the Expert
Committee.

The proposal has been forwarded to VioEF & CC, Gol for placing before the SC-NBWL for
necessary clzarance vide Govt. letter No. TRW.14/2016/2000, dtd. 14.02.2018.

The board has advised the PCCF, WL & CWLW, Assam to take up the matter with MoEF
& CC for early placing before SC-NBWL with a copy to User Agency for necessary pursuance.

4. Rehabilitation of Dodhia and Laika Forest villages of Dibru Saikhowa National Park to
be carried out at an carly date.
The matter was discussed in the meeting and the board advised the PCCF & HoFF, Assam to

make further communication 1o Gavt. of Assam for considering the rehzbilitation of Laika and
Dodhia Forest Village at an early date.

5. The status of Reserve Forests and Proposed Reserve Forests and to take immediate
action to notify the PRFs to RFs.

The matter was discussed in the maeting and the board advised the PCCF & HofF,

Acsam 1o direct the concerned DFOs 10 take up the matter with concerned authority for early
actior in this regard.
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6. Uploading the Agenda and Minutes of meetings in Departmental Website so that the
members can access the same easily for their perusal.

The member of the board discussed the matter and agreed upon.
New Proposal for 10" meeting of the State Board for Wildlife, Assam

1. Proposal for diversion of 208.807 Ha. Forest land for construction of 400 KV D/C
{Quad) Jigmelling-Alipurduar Transmission Line in the State of Assam.

The PowerGrid Corporation of Indiz Ltd., User Agency has submitted the Proposal
online on 06.07.2017. Subsequently concerned DFOs of Kachugaon, Haltugaon & Chirang

Division has submitted their respective reporl online. The Field Director Manas has also
furnished his views.

The Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam has uploaded necessary comments on 05.12.2017

online alongwith the hard copy to the Addl. Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Assam, Environment
& Forest Department,

Mr. Khampa Borgoyari, Deputy Chief of BIC stated that the proposed power
transmission line toming frem Bhutan should bes passes through one route for proper
management of Biodiversity of the Protected Area.

The proposal was placed in the 10% meeting of the State Board for Wildlife and after
thorough discussion the board recommended 1t subject to compliance to the conditions suggestad
by the PCCF, WL & CWLW, Assam. The proposal may be sent for consideration by the Standing
Committes of Mational Board for Wildlife, Govt. of Inida.

Appointment of Honorary Wildlife Warden

Section 4 [1)(bb) provides for appointment of Honorary Wildlife Warden and these
appointees shall be subardinate to the CWLW as per Sec. 4 (3) of the WL [P) Act, 1972 and also
deemed to be public servants within the meaning of Sec 21 of the Indian Penal Code. The guidelines
issued by the Govt. of India prescribe criteria for selection and suggests that such appointment
should be generally with the recommendation of the Advisory Board constituted under section 6 of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,

Accordingly nominations from concerned DFOs of each district were received and one
name perdistrict as per guidelines wag placed hefore the State Board far Wildlife.

The Members examined the names and recommended appointment of 25 Honorary Wildlife
Warden for concerned districts.

The Board alss authosized the CWLW, Assam for collecting nomination of remaining
districts and place before the Hon'ble Vice Chairman of the Board for approval,

The list of recommended Honorary Wildlife Wardens for 25 districts is enclosed and
marked as annexure-IL
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Other matter with the pecmission of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, Assam &
Chairperson of the State Board for Wildlife.

Eco-Sensitive Zone : The Hon'ble Chicf Minister of Assam & Chairperson of the State Board

for Wildlife suggested that the deparunent should arrive at a conscasus with the people

living in the fringe of Protected Area before preparing proposal for cco-sensitive zone.
Elephant Corridor: The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Assam & Chairperscn of the State Board
for Wildlife suggested to properly identify all the track used by eclephant to cross Railway
track/Road which are vulnerable to dashing and 1o lake up the matter with concerned
Authority for construction of overpass/undet pass for giving safe passage to wild elephant
to avoid accidents in future.

Restoration of Elephant Habitat: Being seriously concerned 1o the current status of man-
animal conflict in the State the Hon'ble CM advised the Forest Department to take necessary
steps for restoring habitats wherever necessary so that the traditional elephant movement
range becomes suitable for use by elephants and jeduce the conflicts in human habitation.
$ri Khampa Borgoyari, Hon Deputy Chiel of BTC & Hon'ble Member of SBWL stated that the
movement of elephants from Manas NP in the east to the forest of Chirang RF to the west
has been highly threatened due 1o loss of forests and habitats along the Gelephu road even
though there has been sporadic record of movement in the Deashree section. He has
requested WWF [ndia to identify a cormidor Lo commect Uiese patch of forests so that the cast
west connectivity for elephants from Manas to the Chirang forests near the Deoshree arca
can be restored by the forest department and the government.

Tiger Reserve in Karbl Anglong : The CEM of Karbi Anglong and Hon'ble Member of the
board has proposed for creation of a Tiger Reserve in Karbl Anglong covering all the
protécted Area of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council . It was also propesed for
creation of a wildlife division for the cxisting six Protected Areas of Karbi Anglong
Autonomous District Council.

The inember of the board agreed with the proposals and requested the council autherity to
process the proposals soon.

Creation of a Battalion for Manas Tiger Project : The Khampa Borgaoyari, Deputy Chief
of BTC & Hon'ble Member of SBWL suggested for raising a APFP battalion for protection of
Manas National Park which will create employment oppertunity of local vouth as were who
are ttherwise presently working through NGOs for protection and Conservation of
Biodiversity of Mans Tiger Project.

The lon'ble Chief Minister of Assam & Chairperson of the Board has agreed to the proposal

& sugpested for submission of such propesal observing necessary formalities through the
concern authority carly.

Rhino Day : 1t is agreed in the meeting that a special day will be observed as a "Rhino Day”
throuphant the State ta create awareness as well as promote invelvement of people living in
the iringe of rhino bearing area for better conservalion & protection of State Animal

4| Page
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diste for observatiyn of Rlino Bay v el the durcent catandar yeal 1naeli.

Institute ol Wildlife Health and Research Centre in Assam:  Dr Khushal Sarma
Professar Vety. Collegs of Science and Member of the board proposed for establishment of
institute of Wildlife Research and Health Centre in Assam to facilitaze study, research,
training and treatmeant of wildlife animal diseases.

The Han'ble €M, Assam and Chairperson of the Board agrewd upon the suggestion and
requested Member Secretary of SBWL & PCCF. WL & CWLW and College of Velerinary
Science, Assam ta take step in this regard. He also advised to find out the best such
institution presently available In the workd and prepare proposal

inclusion of Wildlife Conservation in School Syllabus: Sri Cautam Uzir, Advocate hon'ble
member of the board has suggested for inclusion of Wildlife Conservation in School Syllabus
of Assam to creale awareness among the school students for wildlife conservation.

The members of the board have agreed on his proposal and requested Member Secretary of
SBWI, & PCCF, WL & CWLW, Assam to take up the matter with Education Depariment.

Watch Tower : The Managing Director, Assam Tourism Development Corporation stated
that the carporation had fund for construction of 1B (eighteen) Nos, of watch tower al
suitable Incation of Mational Park & Wildlife Sanciuaries’ for promation of cco tourism.

The llon'ble CM, Assam and Chalrperson of the Board suggested that the tower o be
established by the ATDC should be for multipurpose use such as tourism promotion,
conservation of wildlife and accommodation of frontline staff of forest department having

facility of all required amenities.

Sri Khampa Borgaoyari, Deputy Chief of BTC and Hon'ble Member of the board requested
to allot at least § such watch tower for Manas National Park.

The PCCF, WL, & CWLW, Assam has requested the Managing Director, ATDC to communicate
his office for early action on the matter for its early implementation. The Members of the
Board present in the meeting has agreed with the proposal.

rd). Comments from the Hon'ble Chief Minister & Chairperson of the Board:

Che Hon'ble Chief Minister & Chairperson of the Board expressed satisfaction over the proceedings
»f the meeting. He urped that the member of the SBWL should visit the place of occurrence of
ncidents caused during man-animal conflict as a confidence building gesture particularly amongst
he effected peaple and advised to have frequent meetings ol the SBWL
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Chief Minister, Assam
. & Chairpersou State Board for Wildlife, Assam.

T IR Ak B 5

§e e

i ———— . {20




Government of India i | — o 3 !
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change = |
(Wildlife Division) Annemure - X8

6" Floor, Vayu Wing

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj ] Zﬂ

New Delhi 110 003
F.No.6-104/2019 WL Date: 29.08.2019 _——.
g
To
All Members
Standing Committee of NBWL

Sub: Minutes of 54" Meeting of the Standing Committee of National Board for Wild Life- reg.

Sir / Madam,

Kindly find enclosed copy of the Minutes of 54™ Meeting of the Standing Committee of National
< Board for Wild Life held on 18™ July 2019 through Video Conference under the chairmanship
of Hon'ble Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Yours fai[hﬁﬂl;,
\{(Iﬁﬁvq b AQT:"‘ '“"’- ‘\

(Dr Pasupala Ravi)

_ Scientist C
Encl: As above

Distribution

(1) Secretary, MoEF&CC

(2) DGF&SS, MoEF&CC

(3) Member Secretary, NTCA

(4) ADGF(FC), MoEF&CC

(5) ADGF(WL), MoEF&CC

(8) Director, WII, Dehradun

{7) Director, GEER Foundation, Gandhinagar, Gujaral

(8) Prof. R. Sukumar, Member, NBWL

(9) Dr. H.S. Singh, Member. NBWL
(10) Pr. Secretary {Dept. of Envi., Forest, Science & Tech.), Govi. of Andhra Pradesh
(11) Shri Noyal Thomas, IGF & Director (PE)
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(i) While digging the trench, shorter lengths may be taken at a time and laying of pipeline ( 50
~ and refilling of the trench should be undertaken simultaneously within the shortest
possible period so as to avoid disruption in animal movements and wildlife (especially
s+ Infant) mortality by falling in the open trench. Length of the trench dug at a time should
- not exceed 500 m filled up and compacted before digging next stretch of 500 m.

(iv) Use of heavy machinery such as earth moving/drilling machines should be minimal.
The work should be finished within specified time of the day (7.0 AM - 6.0 P.M) and
no labour camp should be allowed inside the forested areas at nights. In case of any
labour found guilty of poaching/hunting. the work permit of the user agency shall be
terminated forever and the concerned official(s) of the user agency in charge of the
project shall be prosacuted as per the provisions of the Wildlife (Protaction) Act, 1972.
The user agency should also provide LPG connection / solar cooker and proper
sanitation facilities to the labours residing in the camps.

(v) The pipeline alignment can be considered for moderate shifling to avoid cutting of
endangered and endemic red sanders trees.

(vi) Double the extent of the diverted land should be purchased by the user agency within
the corridor pinch point area and given to the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department for
management under corridor

(vii) State Forest Department shall supervise the compliance of the mitigation measures
by constructing a monitoring committee comprising of the local DFO, representative of
the user agency and representative from Regional Office of the NTCA.

The IGF(WL) also stated that the State Board for Wild Life has recommended the
proposal in its meeting held on 28.02.2019.

After discussions, the Standing Committee decided fo recommend the proposal
subject to the conditions that

(a) The project proponent will comply with all the conditions imposed by the State Chief
Wildlife Warden and the NTCA.

(b) The annual compliance certificate on the slipulated conditions should be submitted by
the project proponent to the State Chief Wildlife Warden and the NTCA, and an annual

compliance certificate shall be submitted by the State Chief Wildlife Warden to Govt. of
India.

\,—-’52.4.3 Proposal for use of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland from Saleki proposed
reserve forest which is a part of Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve for Tikok

OCP coal mining project by North-Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited,
Assam State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Commilttee and staled that the proposal is for use
of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland for cpencast mining of coal 0.20 MMT per vear located at
~10 km radius from the boundary of the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary. He stated that

the State Chief Wildlife Warden has recommended the project with the following
conditions:
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~ (1) It is the responsibility of the North Eastern Coalfields to ensure that the protective
“ measures contained in the Mine Closure Plan including reclamation and rehabilitation

work to be carried out in accordance with the approved mine closure plan prepared °

% and approved by Coal India Ltd and already submitted with Ministry of Coal. -

(2) Continuous observations at regular intervals must be taken up and accordingly

-~ necessary precautions should be taken, so that the water quality of Namdang and
Buri - Dihing River can be maintained within permissible qualities.

(3) After the closure of the mining operations, the whole land used for the mining should
be returned in the form of a good forest with native species which is a good wildlife
habitat as the whole of the area falls under Indo-Burma Bio-Diversity hotspol.

(4) If there is any poliution relaled issues during the course of mining operations
mitigation measures will have to be taken immediately in consultation with
appropriate authorities and subject experts.

(5) The impact of mining activities on the local Inhabitants in and around the mining
areas must be mitigated under the CSR schemes of Coal India Ltd.

(6) Local Advisory Committee comprising members representing Forest Division,
Experts on Ecology and Wildlife, and the local community be formed to advice on the
important bio-diversity of the mining areas and also the fringe areas, wildlife status,
ecological issues and help in mitigating and implementation of conservation plans.

Further the IGF(WL) stated that the State Board for Wild Life has recommended the
proposal in its meeting held on 20.09.2016.

Prof. R. Sukumar, Member NBWL stated that the proposed mining area falls in the

elephant corridor and impact of the proposed mining area should be assessed by the |
wildlife experts.

The Chairman opined that a meeting would be convened with the officials of Coal
india Limited to discuss on the various issues of the mine closure plan, reclamation and

rehabilitation work in the light of the Sustainable Mining Management Guidelines issued by
this Ministry.

After discussions, the Standing Committee recommended that an inspection team
comprising of Prof. R. Sukumar, representative from the Wildlife Division and the State
Chief Wildlife Warden would visit the project site and submit report to this Ministry within

one month. Alse Ministry may arrange for meeting with officials of Coal India Limited as
advised by the Honorablie MEF&CC.

54.4.4 Proposal for use of 38.0 ha forestland (sanctuary land: 9.0 ha + forestland
from the ESZ : 29.0 ha) for construction of new railway line Sakri — Biraul -
Kuseshwar Asthan of East Central Railway passing through Kuseshwar
Asthan Bird Sanctuary, Bihar State

-

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Committee and stated that the proposal is for use
of 38.0 ha of forestland (9.0 ha sanctuary land and 29.0 ha forestland from the ESZ) for
the construclion of new railway line Sakn - Biraul — Kuseshwar Asthan of length 8.1 km
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MINUTES OF 56" MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF 65 %
NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILD LIFE HELD ON 17" DECEMBER 2019

-~

The 56™ Meeting of the Standing Committee of National Board for Wild Life was held
on 17" December 2019 through Video Conference and chaired by the Hon'ble Union

Minister for Environment, Forest & Climate Change. List of participants is placed at
ANNEXURE-IL.

Hon'ble Chairman welcomed all the participants to the 56" Meeting of the Standing
Committee of National Board for Wild Life and asked the IGF(WL) to initiate the
discussions on the Agenda items.

AGENDA ITEM No.1

55.1.1 Confirmation of the minutes of the 55" Meeting of the Standing Committee
of National Board for Wild Life held on 29" August 20198

The IGF(WL) mentioned that the minutes of the 55" Meeting of the Standing
Committee of National Board for Wild Life held on 28™ August 2019 were circulated
amongst all the members of the Standing Committee on 17" September 2019. He
soliciled for confirmation of the minutes during the meeling.

After diseussions, the Standing Commitiee decided to confirm the minutes.

AGENDA ITEM No.2
(Action Taken Report)

~54.4.3 Proposal for use of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland from Saleki proposed
reserve forest which is a part of Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve for Tikok
OCP coal mining project by North-Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited,
Assam State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Committee and stated that the proposal was
considered in the 54" meeting held on 18" July 2019 wherein it was decided that a
committee comprising of Prof R Sukumar, Member NBWL, representative from the Wildlife
Division and the State Chief Wildlife Warden would visit the project site and submit report
to this Ministry within one month. Further the Ministry may also arrange for meeting with
officials of Coal India Limited as advised by the chair. He stated that the Site Inspection
Committee visited project site and submitted report on 22/10/2018.

Prof. R. Sukumar, Member stated that 57.20 ha of forestland has already been
broken up by the user agency and the balance area of 41.39 ha unbroken land, cautious
approach need to be adopted in the light of the rich biodiversity. The proposed area isona
steep hill slope that is part of the Dehing Patkai Elephant reserve adjoining good forest
area in the neighboring State of Arunachal Pradesh which includes Deomali Elephant
Reserve with a sizeable population of elephants. He also stated that it would be prudent to
preserve the basic integrity of this forested hill siope.

. J]F-a_é-e




After discussions, the Standing Committee decided to defer the proposal lill the
outcome of the meeiing will) the officials of Coal india Limited.

54,424 Proposal for use of 12.885 ha private land of Sohagra Graphite Mine
situated near Village Sohagra, District Palamu, Jharkhand State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Commiltee and stated that the proposal was
considered by the Standing Committee in its 54" meeting held on 18" July 2019 wherein it
was decided to deliberate discussions in the forthcoming meeting. The IGF(WL) stated
that the State Chief Wildlife Warden has recommended the project with condilions.

Further the IGF(WL) stated that the State Board for Wild Life has recommended the
proposal in its meeting held on 23/06/2018. The NTCA has also recommended the project
with the conditions and mitigative measures.

After discussions, the Standing Committee decided to defer the proposal.

54.4.21 Proposal for use of 11.115 ha of land (forestland: 2.565 ha + civil soyam

fand: 8.190 ha) construction of Kotgaon (Naitwar) to Kalap Motor road,
Uttarakhand State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Committee and stated that the proposal was
considered in the 54™ meeting held on 18" July 2019 wherein it was decided lo deliberate
discussions in the forthcoming meeting in the light of the guidelines for roads in protected
areas issued by the Ministry. He stated the proposal is for use of 11.115 ha of land (8.190
ha of civil soyam land + 2.565 ha forestland) for construction of new road from Kotgaon to
Kalap Motor road passing through Govind Pashu Vihar National Park. He stated that the
State Chief Wildlife Warden has recommended the project without imposing conditions.
Further the IGF(WL) stated that the State Board for Wild Life has recommended the
proposal in its meeting held on 15/06/2018. In the 54" meeting Dr H S Singh, Member
stated that as per the recommendations of ‘the Sub-Committee on Guidelines for Roads in
Protected Areas” new roads shall not be constructed inside the National Parks and
Sanctuanes. The Standing Commitiee in its 54" meeting noticed that the Chief Wildlife
Warden / or representative from the State Forest Department was not available to
comment on the proposed road.

After discussions, the Standing Committee decided that a commitlee comprising of
iwo officials from the Widlife Division and the two officials from the State Forest
Department would visit the project site and submit report to this Ministry within one month.

54.4.25 Proposal for picking of balu / bajri / bouider mine at village Dhhakrani,
Tehsil Vikas Nagar, District Dehradun from the private land of 2.5893 ha

area located at 2.25 km away from Asan Wetland Conservation Reserve,
Uttarakhand State
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AGENDA ITEM No.2
{(Action W&por{} '
£4.4.3 Proposal for use of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland from Saleki proposed

reserve forest which is a part of Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve for Tikok

OCP coal mining project by North-Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited,
Assam State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Commitiee and stated thal the proposal was
considered in the 54™ meeting held on 18" July 2019 wherein it was decided that a
committee comprising of Prof R Sukumar, Member NBWL, representative from the Wildlife
Division and the State Chief Wildlife Warden would visit the project site and submit repori
to this Ministry within one month. Further the Ministry may also arrange for mesting with
officials of Coal India Limited as advised by the chair. He stated that the Site Inspection
Committee visited project site and submitted report on 22/10/2019.

Prof. R. Sukumar, Member stated that 57.20 ha of forestland has already been
broken up by the user agency and the balance area of 41.39 ha unbroken land, cautious
approach need to be adopted in the light of the rich biodiversity. The proposed area is on a
steep hill slope that is part of the Dehing Patkai Elephant reserve adjoining good forest
area in the neighboring State of Arunachal Pradesh which inciudes Deomali Elephant
Reserve with a sizeable population of elephants. He also stated that it would be prudent to
preserve the basic integrity of this forested hill slope.

The IGF (WL) stated that a meeting with officials of Coal India Limited, officials of
MoEFCC was held on 21.01.2020 under the chairmanship of Hon'ble MEFCC, and

several information was sought from the User Agency and also several suggestions were
made.

After detailed discussions, the Standing Committee decided that the User Agency
should submit the following for further consideration:

(a) The proposal for broken up area is recommended for approval subject to |
submission of a rectified site specific mine reclamation plan in consultation with the ©
Assam Forest Department.

l (b) For the unbroken area, the matter will be considered after the User Agency submits
\ a feasibility report for underground mining, and also submits compliance report

regarding fulfillment of all other conditions as recommended in the meeting held on
21* January 2020.

54.4.24 Proposal for use of 12.885 ha private land of Sohagra Graphite Mine
situated near Village Sohagra, District Palamu, Jharkhand State

The IGF(WL) briefed the Standing Committee and stated that the proposal was
considered by the Standing Committee in its 54" meeting held on 18" July 2019 wherein it
was decided to deliberate discussions in the forthcoming meeting. The IGF(WL) stated
that the State Chief Wildlife Warden has recommended the project with conditions.
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MINUTES OF 58" MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF |
NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILD LIFE HELD ON 03 JULY 2020 @

The 58" Meeting of the Standing Committee of National Board for Wild Life was held
3 on 03" July 2020 through Video Conference and chaired by the Hon'ble Union Minister for
7 Environment, Forest & Climate Change. List of participants is placed at ANNEXURE-I.

The Hon'ble Chairman welcomed all the participants to the 58" Meeting of the
Standing Committee of National Board for Wild Life and asked the Member Secretary to
initiate the discussions on the Agenda ltems.

—— B

AGENDA ITEM No.1

57.1.1 Confirmation of the minutes of the 57" Meeting (also Part) of the Standing
Committee of National Board for Wild Life held on 7" April 2020

The Member Secretary stated that the minutes of the 57" meeting of the Standing
& Committee of Nationai Board for Wild Life held on 7" April 2020 were circulated on 20
April 2020 amongst all the Members of the Standing Committee.

He stated that the comments / suggestions have been recsived from Prof. R.
Sukumar, Member through E-Mail dated 08" February 2020 on the Agenda Item No.
54.4.3 pertaining to use of 98.59 hectares of reserve forest land from proposed

Saleki reserve forest for coal mining in Assam.

Prof. R Sukumar suggested that the wording of the decision of 57" meeting of the
Standing Committee be changed in the light of discussions.

After discussions, the Standing Commiittee decided to confirm the minutes.

AGENDA ITEM No.2
(Action Taken Report)

=
 /54.4.3 Proposal for use of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland from Saleki proposed
reserve forest which is a part of Dehing Patkai Eiephant Reserve for Tikok

OCP coal mining project by North-Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited,
Assam State

The Member Secretary briefed the Standing Committee on the decision taken in
the 57"" meeting. He siated ihat the matier was considered by the Standing Committee
in its 57" meating which decided that the user agency should submit the following for
further consideration:

15'..'.
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(a) A site specific Mine Reclamation Plan prepared by Coal India Limited in
consultation with the Assam State Forest Departmant.

(b) Feasibility re_gl_?n for underground minipg for the unbroken land, compliance report

A regarding fulfiliment of all other conditions as recommended in the meeting held on

Pt 21% January 2020.

The Member Secretary also stated that nc. such reports and reclamation plan for
already broken up area have been received from the project proponent or State
Government. He also stated that the matter is sub-judice in the Hon'ble Supreme Court
and the Hon'ble High Court of Assam.

The State Chief Wild Life Warden stated that out of 41.39 ha unbroken area, 16.0
ha has already been broken byr_gp_a'ﬂnﬂlaumited leaying only 25.0 ha unbroken area.

After discussion, the Standing Committee recommended that the mining acﬁ(rity |
should be immediately stopped and decided to defer matter till further discussions with /

Coal India Limited.

57.3.1 Requisition for amendment in the in approval of Standing Committee of
Maticnal Board for Wild Life granted for maintenance / improvement of Miao-
Vijoynagar Road (MV Road) (100.5 km) in its 32" Meeting the realignment of
road at two stretches to ensure negotiable condition of road for better

implementation of Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP) of Namdhapa Tiger
Reserve, Arunachal Pradesh State

The Member Secretary briefed the Standing Committee and stated that in the 57"

meeting the Standing Committee decided that the NTCA shall their recommendations and

" submit its report within 30 days from the date of issue of the minutes. The NTCA have now
complied and submitted following new sets of recommendations on 02™ June 2020.

(i) The strelch of proposed road should ensure wild life passage structures at feasible
points considering structural requirements, minimum earth/tree cutting, natural
ground features etc. to facilitate unhindered wild life crossing over preferably at an
approximate interval of about 5-10 Km. The structural specifications/design required
for large mammals and elephants to cross over shall be referred to as per NTCAWII
report on Eco-friendly measures o mitigate impacts of linear infrastructure on wild
life. Moreover, existing drainage points/culverts can also be retrofitted for using them
as animal passage while designing the underpass structures.

(i) Exact dimensions, design and placement of the underpasses should be finalised

after a joint survey done by the User Agency and Forest Department of Arunachal
Pradesh in consultation with the NTCA.

(iiiy Once the realignments are in place, the existing aligniments at 32 miles, 61 miles, etc.
should be entirely decommissioned and allowed to be taken over by the Forest
Department. No existing drainage should be blocked due to construction of the road.
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MINUTES OF 59" MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL
BOARD FOR WILD LIFE HELD ON 5™ OCTOBER 2020

P —— —
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The 58" Meeting of the Standing Committee of National Board for Wild Life was heid on §"
Qclober 2020 through Video Cenference. The meeting was chaired hy the Hon'ble Union

Minister for Environmenl. Forest & Clmate Change. Lisl of participanis is placed al
ANNEXURE-I

The Chairman welcomed all 1he pamca;i-ams lo the 59" Meeling of the Standing Commitiee
ot National Board for Wilo Lite and requested ihe Member Secretary io iniliale ihe
giscussions an ine Agenda ltems.

AGENDA ITEM No.1

59.1.1  Confirmation of the minutes of the 58™ Meeting of the Standing Committee
of National Board for Wild Life held on 3" July 2020

The Member Secratary stated that the minutes of the 58" meeting of the Standing
Committee of National Board lor Wild Life held on 3™ July 2020 were circulated
on 13" July 2020 amongs!t all the Members of the Slanding Commitiee.

The Member Secretary informed that Shri H.S Singh has raised concems on

agenda ilem No 58 4.12, 58.4 13 and 58.4.14 with respect lo area required lor
construction of SSB-Border outposlis in Ullar Pradesh Slate.

The Chiafl Wild Warden clanfied the matier staling the number of posis In gach

proposal which. was accepled by all members. The Chairman advised
afforestation in the area

Decision Taken; Afler discussions, the Standing Committee decided 1o confirm
the minutes.

AGENDA ITEM No.2 .

(Action Taken Wgﬁ’r”
Pl

59.2.1 ff’/ ';osal for use of 98.59 ha of reserve forestland from Saleki proposed
/P.- eserve forest which is a part of Dehing Patkai Elephanl Reserve for Tikok

" " OCP coal mining projecl by North-Eastern Coal Field, Coal India Limited,
/ / Assam State- [File No 6-38/2019 WL; State: Assam; Original Agenda ltem

g / ¢ No. 54.4.3]

The Member Secrelary stated thal the Standing Committee in its 58" meeting
held on 039 July 2020 recommended that the mining activity should be
immedialely stopped and decided lo defer the maller ull further discussions with
Coal India Limitad

Mot af 597 SL_NEWL datsn 5/10.2020 L




59.2.2

59.2.3

59.2.4

59.2.5

The Slanding Sommittee ook sericus nete of the fact thal mine centinued lo
operate without iIs recommendation for a long ime and neither the Coal India
Limitad nor the State Governmenl Officials look necessary steps for the
legal/statutory compliance The Chairman desired that a committee might be
constituted with a reprasentative each from the Ministry and Stale Government o
enquire into the !lapses. The Director General of Forest and Special Secretary
informed that as per the order of Hon'ble High Count of Assam, a committee has
already been constitiled o enquire into the matler by the State Government.

Decision Taken: Afler detailed discussion, the Standing Committes deciced to

send & twe members fact finding team comprising of an official cach frum the
Ministry and the Assam Ferest Department and submil a factual report within a
month. It was also reiterated that as per decision taken in the last meeting, mining

shall remain complelely stopped by M/s North-Easlern Coal Field, Coal india
Limited in the proposed area.

Proposal for reduction in area and alteration of boundary of Kawar Lake
Bird Sanctuary- [File No 6-38/2018 WL; State: Bihar; Original Agenda Item
No. 55.4.2]

The Member Secretary stated that the proposal was considered by the Standing
Commillee in its 55T, 56 57" meetings. In the 58" Meeting held oo 03 July
2020, it was decided lo defar the proposal and requested the Stata Gowl of Bihar
to submil revised proposal soon,

The Member Secretary informed the Slanding Cﬂmrnlt*ee thal response 1s Sll"
awaited from Slate Government:

Decision Taken: The Slanding Commillee decided to delist the proposal cnly
o be placed after raceipt of requisite infarmalion from Lhe State Government.

Proposal for use of 0.90 ha Govl. waste land for black trap mining activity
within 10 KM ESZ of Gir Wildlife Sanctuary located at Village Arithiya, Taluk
Kodinar, District Gir Somnath, Gujarat State- [File No. 6-184/2019 WL; State:
Gujarat; Original Agenda ltem No. 57.3.5]

Proposal for use of 1,00 ha Govl. waste land for lime slone mining activily
within 10 km ESZ of Gir Wildlife Sanctuary located at Village Sugala, Taluk
Kodinar, District Gir Somnath, Gujarat State- [File No. 6-185/2019 WL State:
Gujarat; Original Agenda item No. 57.3.6]

Proposal for use of 3.2375 ha Govt. waste land for lime stone mining activity
within 10 km ESZ of Gir Wildlife Sanctuary lacated at Village Sugala, Taluk
Kodinar, District Gir Somnath, Gujarat State- [File No. 6-186/2019 WL ; State:
Gujarat; Original Agenda ltemm No. 57.3.7)
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Proposal for use of 2.4406 ha Govl. wasie laind for lime stone mining activity
within 10 km ESZ of Gir Wildlife Sanctuary located at Village Ghantvad,
Taluk Kodinar, District Gir Somnath, Gujarat State- [File No. 6-187/2019 WL
State: Gujarat; Original Agenda Item No. 57.3.8]

The Member Secretary stated (hat the four proposals (Agenda llem No 58.2.3 to
58.2.6) were considered by the Standing Committee in its /¥ meetng held on 7
April 2020 and in 58" meeling held on 03 July 2020 wherein 1 was decided to
defer the proposals tll the receipl of ESZ proposal from the State Gavernmenl.

The Member Secrelary informed thal response is awailed from the Slate
Governmant and e maiter of declaration of ESZ around Gir Sanciuary is sub-
judice. The CWLW Gujarat also stated thal malter is sub-judice and lurther aclion

on the part of State Govaernment could only be taken after the decision of Hon'ble
High Court.

Decision Taken: Aftar discussions, the Slanding Commiltee decided to delist
the propasals only lo be placed after receipt of requisite information from the State
Gavernment.

Proposal for construction of Intake Well in Chambal River and laying of
water supply pipeline for Sheopur- Madhya Pradesh- [File No. §-126/2019
WL; State: Madhya Pradesh; Original Agenda tem No. £5.4.14]

The Member Secretary stated that the propesal was considered by the Standing
Commitlee in ils 55™, 56™ 57" and lastly in the 58™ meeling held on 03 July
2020 wherein it was decided o defer the proposal lill receipt of the repert on the
availabilily of alternative sources of waler.

The Member Sacretary informed thal response from the State Government is still
awailed.

Decision Taken: After discussions, the Slanding Committee decided to delist

the proposal only (0 be placed afier receipl of requisile informalion from the Slate
Governmenl.

Proposal for construction residential cum commercial Project jointly
developed by M/s Puravankara Ltd., Mis Melmont Construction Pvt. Ltd. and
M/s Purva Realties pvi. Ltd. at Edappally South and Vazhakkala Villages.
Kanyannur Taluk, Ernakulam District, Kerala, Kerala State-[File No. 6-
23/2020 WL ; State: Kerala; Original Agenda Item No. 57.3.12]

The Member Secrelary stated that the proposal was considered by the Standing
Commilteg in its 57" and 58" meetings wherein it was decided lo defer the

proposal lill the receipt of report on availability of vacant plots around the protected
area.

The Member Secretary informed thal information from the State Governmenit s
still awaited,
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Decision Taken: Afler discussions, the Slanding Commitlee decided to delist
the propaesal only to be placed hefare it after receipt of requisite information fram
the State Government.

Proposal for expansion of production of silica sand from 1.0 lakh TPAto 3.0
lakh TPA by open cast mechanized method in the private land of 53.51 ha
situated at Barodia, Tehsil Hindoli, District Bundi, Rajasthan State-[File No.
6-146/2019-WL, State: Rajasthan; Original Agenda ltem No. 53.3.22]

The Member Secretary stated that the proposal was considered by the Standing
Commitlea jn its 56 57™ and 58 mesting held on 31 July 20020 wharain it was
decided to defer the proposal Bl receipt of a cartificate from the slate thal the
proposal is in conformity of the Suslainable Sand Mining Guidelines 2020,

The Member Secretary informead that the APCCF & CWLW, Raiasthan vide his
lelter dated 25.06.2020 informed that the proposal is for mining industrial silica
and nol for river bed sand mining and therefore, the Suslainable Sand Mining
Management Guidelines 20168 & 2020 are not applicable in the instant case.
Member Secrelary infermed the Committee thal Wildlife Division aiso sought the
Comments of |A Non-Coal Mining Divisicn which informed that for the instant
case, the Environmenlal Clearance was issued on 1.04.2016 to M/s Bundi Silica
Supply Company, Rajssthan. The guidelines for “Suslainable Sand Mining
Management Guidelines, 2016 and Enforcement & Moniloring Guidelines for
Sand Mining-2020" are not applicable for instanl case. Furlher, Stale Gavl. may
be asked whethar mine is in opearation, withoul NBWL Clearance.

The Member Secretary zlsc informed that ESZ around the Ramaarh Vishdhari
Wildlife Sanctuary is yet to be notified.-

Cecision Taken: After detailed discussions, the Standing Commiltes decided to
defer the matier till the finalization of ESZ.

Proposal for collection river bed materials from an area 10.0 ha located at
Sajjanpur Village, Haridwar falls at distance of 9.0 km away from the
boundary of Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand State-[File No. 6-165/2018-
WL ; State: Uttrakhand; Original Agenda ltem No. 54.4.27]

Proposal for collection river bed materials from an area 92.504 ha located at
Budhwa - Shahid. Hetampur talls at distance of 3.9 km away from the
boundary of Rajaji National Park, Uttarakband State-[File No. 6-175/2018-
WL ; State: Uttrakhand: Original Agenda Item No. 54.4.28]

Proposal for collection river bed materials from an area 55.51 ha located at
Satiwal, Kudkawala, Teliwala and Kheri, falls at distence of 1.5 km away from
the boundary of Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand State-[File No. 6-167/2018-

- WL; State: Uttrakhand; Original Agenda Item No, 55.4.21]
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Proposal for wildlife clearance for collection of sand, bajri and boulder from
Non-PA area of 13.985 ha situated at Village Dadubas, Tehsil Haridwar,
District Haridwar localed at 4.8 KM away from the boundary of Rajaji
National Park, Uttarakhand State-[File No. 6-166/2018-WL; State:
Utirakhand; Original Agenda Item Mo. 56.3.24]

Proposal for wildlife clearance for collection of sand, bajri and boulder from
non-PA area of 42.0 ha situated at Village Kota Murandnagar, Tehsil
Haridwar, District Haridwar located at 2.0 KM away from the boundary of
Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand State-[File No. 6-168/2018-WL; State:
Uttrakhand, Original Agenda ltem No. 58.3.23]

The Member Secrelary stated that the Standing Commitiee in the 58™ meeling
held en 3™ July 2020 requested tha State Govt of Uttarakhand o submit the
Compliance Certificate with respect to the Sustainable Sand Mining guidelines of

2020 for further consideration. The information from the State Governmerl is yet
lo be received

The Chief Wild Life Warden, Uttarakhand informed that User Agency has decided

to withdraw lhe proposals mentioned 3t agenda item nos. 59.2.10, 522 13 and
59.2.14

Decision Taken: The Slanding Committee accepted the request of Stale
Governmenl for withdrawal of the proposals mentioned al agenda item nos.
58.2.10, 59.2.13 and §9.2.14 and decided lo remove the same from the list of
pending preposals. Wilh recard lo remaining two propasals at agendz item nos.
59.2.11 and 592.12, the Slanding Commiltee is of the view thal Stale
Govemmen! should first submit a certificate of compliance for implementation of
Enforcement & Menitoring Cuidslines for Sand Mining, 2020. The Standing
Commiltee also desired that the Minisiry should also seek opinion of NMCG on
these proposals. The Standing Commitlee, therefore, decided lo defer these two
proposals.

Sixteen Writ Petitions of Quarry Owners - Judgments of the Hon'ble High

~ Court of Kerala received with copies of Environmental Clearance along with

all other necessary papers, Kerala State-[File No. 6-45/2020 WL: State:

: ~ Kerala; Original Agenda ltem No. 58.3.2)

Ths Member Sccretary stated that sbove proposals were placed in 58" mesting
L ==

Baid on 39 July 2020 and the Standing Coemmittee decided 1o request ihe Stale
Q_'_nvmmnenl to resubmit the proposals as per the established guidalines and

" procedures.

FARE

ViV, Kerala informed the Commitles thal oul of 16 proposals, online
jon has been made for enly lwo project and remaining 14 are yet to apply
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The Member Secretary informed Ihat even Ihe two anling proposals are yet to be
recommended and lorwarded by the State Governmenl.

Becislon Taken: The Standing Committes thercfore deaidad to defer the
proposals, till the Slale government lorwards the proposals wilh complete
documenls, as per lhe prescribed quidelines and procedures

Proposal for Tinaighat- Castlerock-Caranzol Railway doubling of South
Wastern Railways, Karnataka-[File No £-55/202C WL, State: Karnatska:
Original Agenda Item No 58.5.1]

The Member Secretary informed the Commitlee thal above proposal was
considered by SC_NBWL in its 58th meeling held on 3 July 2020 wherein the
Commitlee deferred the praposal lill the receipt of report from the NTCA for further
consideration in the matter. The NTCA wvide its letter No 7-12/2020 NTCA dated
22.07.2020 while recommending the proposal, has desired a delailed study for
prescribing mitigation measures in the terrain might be conducled by the Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehradun. The maller was then examined in the Ministry and il
was decided lo request W to conduct the study and send report within three

weeks. The WII infarmed thal it would require more lime for study and also
financial assislance.

Decision Taken: Based on the discussion held and documenls submitted, the

. Standing Commiliee_requested the Directar, Wl to complete the study within a

period of two months and decided to defer the propasal,

AGENDA No.3

{Policy Matters, Court Orders/Rationalization of Boundaries of Protected A-reas)

58.3.1

Moh of 5% SC NBWL dated 5.20.2020

Advisory on Human Wildlife Conflict Management

The Member Secretary informed the Standing Committee thal the Constitution of
Ingia enshrines that it is the duty of every citizen lo prolect wildlife. India is a
mega-biodiverse rich country and 1s also one of the highly populated counlry in
Ihe world. Several ecological and anthropological [aclors have led to mare and
more cases of negative inleractions hetween humans and wildiife. Animals like
Vanrez (blue=bull), wild pig, elephant, liger, leapard, bear etc. are foew major
species hat come n conflict with humans.

A brief presentalion was made on the above issue and draft "Advisory on Human
wildlife Conflict Management was placed before the Committes. Pral. Sukumar
nformed that he has sent his comments and suggestions on the drat advisary
and the same lo be incorporated in the advisory. The Chairman suggested thal
the Panchayati Raj Instilutions should be given mare active role in dealing with
human-wildlife conflicts.
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Decision Taken: Aller delailed discussions, the Standing Commitlee
recommended thal the draft advisary might be ravised aller incorporaling the
suggaslions.

Action Plan for Vulture Conservation 2020-2025

I'he Member Secratary informed the Standing Commiltee that The Governmenl
of India had formulated the "National Action Plan (2006)" on Vullure Conservation
in the yvear 2006 for three years. The Aclion Plan provided strategies, actions for
conltaining the cecline of vulture population, especially the three Gyps species ie
Oriental White-backed Vulture (Gyps bengalensis), Slender billed Vullure (Gyps

fenuirostas), Long billed Vullure (Gyps indicus) through ex-situ, in-situ vulture
coenservalion.

The revised "Action Plan for Vullure Conservalion 2020-2025" has (dentified
priarily aclions and additional action poinis for the conservalion of vuliures. The
Action Plan has been preparcd after seeking comments and inpuls from varous
Stale Governments, concerned departments, experls elc. advocales prevention
ol misuse of vetennary non-steroida! anti-inflammaltory drugs and awareness of
the importance of conservation of vultuires and measures undertaken by
MoEFA&CC to prevent the possible extinctian of vultures,

Some of the impartant ohjectives in the Action Plan for Vullure Conservalion
2020-2025 are:

1. Prevent the poisaning of principal food of vullures i.e., the catile carcasses,
with veterinary NSAIDs and carry out salety-testing of new velerinary
NSAIDs on vullures, prior lo commercial release.

2. Institute a system, which automatically removes a drug from velerinary use
if it is found to be 1oxic to vultures with the help of DCGL.

3. Establish additional Vulture Conservation Breeding Centers in the country.
Il is proposed fo set up a centre each in Uttar Pradesh, Tripura,
Matiarashira, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

4. Conservation breeding programme of Red Headed Vulture and Egyptian
Vullure and establish at least one Vullure Safe Zone in each State for the
conservation of the remnant pogulations in thal State.

5. Establish 4 rescue ceontres in different geographical areas e.g. Pinjore in
North India, Bhopal in Cerntral India, Guwahali in North-cast India and
Hyderabad in South India. There are currently no dedicaled rescue centres
for treatment of vullures.

8. Carry ot noordinated  nation-wicde  wvullure  counl  involving  Forest
Departments, BNHS, Research Institutes, NGOs, and members of public

o gel & more accurale estimate of the size of vullure populations in the
country.
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7. Creale database on emerging threats lo vuliure conservation including
collisign and electrocution, Unintentional poisoning ete,

Decision Taken: The Standing Commitlee ook nole and recommended (he
Action Plan.

Agenda ltem proposed by Dr. H.S. Singh-Monitoring the implementation of
term and conditions

The Member Secralary informed the Standing Cammitt2e that Dr. H. 8. Singh vida
his email dated 14.09.2020 requeslted o deliberate on three issues:

(a) moniloring the implementation of term and canditions of recommendalion of
Standing Commiltee,

{b) the exemplion of NPV [rom forest diversion proposals involving reiocalion of
people from buffer zone and corndors and

(e} expansion of prolecled area network

The Member Secretary informed that the matter of exemption of NPV is out of the
purview of Standing Commitice of lhe National Board for Wild Life and the
Ministry is from lime lo time issuing advisories o States/UTs for expansion of
prolected area network in the country. Regarding the moniloring of

implementation ol condilions impasad by the Standing Committee, the Member '

Secretary informed thal Ihe conditions imposed by the Slanding Commitize
requires moniloring and suggested that the newly crealed Inlegraled Regional

Offices might be assigned the lask of manitoring the conditions imposed by the
Standing Commitles.

Decision Taken: Based on the discussion held. the Standing Commitiee
recommended the [ollowing lor effactive monitoring of the proposals:

a) The Chief Wild Life Warden shall submit an annual cerlificate for

compliance of the conditinons imposed by the Standing Committee for all
the proposals.,

b) The Integrated Regional Offices shall carry oul the monitoring of the
condilions imposed by the Standing Cornmittee.

¢y The State Gavernment shall prepare the Zonal Masler Plans of the
nolified Eco-Sensitive Zones around the Protecled Areas within & months

and as an immediate step a virlual conference may be conducled 1o
review the status.

m - dudgement of the Kerala High Court dated 13.03.2020 in W.P(C) 7571/2020

and Judgment dated 23.03.2020 in W.P(C) 9061/2020, the two proposals viz.

~ MW¥s Bestonne Granite Metals Pvi Ltd and Shri U.T. Raveendran (M/s Nobel
oS Sc NBWL dated 5.10.2020

Aajle
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Granites) reg. NOC for the petitioners mining proiects located within 10 kms
of ldduki Wildlife sanctuary and Malabar Wiidlife Sanctuary. [File No 6-
93/2020-WL; State Kerala]

The Member Secretary informed the Standing Committee that the Additional
Sccrelary, Forest Department, Government of Kerala has requested o place the
matters before tine Slanding Commitlee of the National Board within a period of
ane week as direcled by the Kerala High Court on 13-03-2020 and 23-03-2020
for consideration vide leller dated 15.07.2020. As per the normal procedure for
consideration by lhe Standing Commitlee, the propusals should be received
through proper channel wilh the recommendations of the Slate Chiel Wild Lile
Warden, Slate Beard for Wild Lite and State Governmen

Decision Taken: Based on the discussion held and documerils submitted, the
Standing Committee decided 1o request the State Government to resubmit the
proposals as per the estanlished guidelines and procedures.

Judgement of the Kerala High Court dated 14.07.2020 in W.P(C) 13717/2020
to requesting for considering the proposals of M/s Mancombu Granites Lid.
located within 10 kms of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries in Idukki
Districts of Kerala- [File No 6-93/2020-WL; State: Kerala]

The Member Secrefary informed the Standing Commiittes thatl the Additional
Secrelary, Forest Depariment, Governmant of Kerala has requested o place this
matter befare the Standing Commiltee of the National Board wilhin a period of

. one week as directed by the Kerala High Court on 14.07 2020 for consideration

vide letter dated 27.08.2020. As per the normal procedure for consideration by
the Standing Commitiee. \he proposals should be recewved through proper
channel with the recommendalions of the Slate Chief Wild Lile Warden. Stale
Board for Wild Life and State Government.

Decision Taken: Basad on the discussion held and documents submitled, (he
Slanding Committes decided to request the Slale Government lo resubmit the
proposals as per the established guidalines and procedures.

NGT, New Delhi order dated 07.02.2020 in Execution Application dated
4772019 titled Gaurav Kumar Bansal Vs, UOI & Ors. for rationalization of the
boundaries of Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary, Uttar Pradesh- [File No 6-
50/2020-WL (Pt); State: Uttar Pradesh]

The Member Secretary informead the Standing Commiltee that The National Green
Tribunal vide orger dated 07.02.2020 has directed the following: -
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a The Principal Secretary. Forest and Wildiife, Stateof UP shall ensure that
the proposal for rationalization of the boundanes of Hastinapur Wildlife
Sanctuary is sent to NBWL within 21 days from today

L. The Additional DG Wildlife, MoEF&CC is dirccted lo complete the procass
al thair level within 30 days after receiving of proposal from the State
Governmenl.

o The NBWL shall refer the matier back to the Stale Government for finai
nolification immediately thereafier.

d.  The State Government ta 1ssue final natification after receipt of the proposal
from NBW/L witnin 30 days.

The State Government of Uller Pradesh had entrusted WII Dehradun for the
assessment of wildlife habilats with special focus on swamp deer in Hastinapur
Wildlife Sancluary. Accordingly, Wil Dehradun submilted its repor to the State
Government dated on 09/1(/2019.

The proposal has been recommended by lhe State Board for Wild Life in the
meeting helo on 04.11.2019,

In compliance of the above menlioned NGT direclions, the State Government of
Uttar Pradesh has submitted the proposal for raticnalization of the boundary of
Hastinapur Sanctuary as follows:

(1) [Total area of Hastinapur Wildile Sanctuary as per the] - [2073.00 sq.km
loriginal natification
i (2) [Excluded area in the left bank of Ganga . [712.8 sq.km
(3) Excluded area in the right bank of Ganga . : |265.3 sq.km -
(2) + (3) : [978.1 sq.km |
(4) Area after exclusion | [1084.9 sq. km.

The Chief Wild Life Warden informed hal after rationalization, the area of the
sanctuary would be reduced to 1094.9 sq.km. The Stale Government would take
action for addition of 187 62 sq.km lo the sanctuary or nolify as ESZ.

Decision Taken: After delailed discussion, the Standing Commitlee decided lo
recommend he proposal for rationalization of the boundary of Haslinapur
Sancluary submittcd by the Stale Government.

Proposal for de-nctification of 111.73 Sq. Km revenue arca from Son
Chiraiya (Great Indian Bustard) Sancluary at Ghatigaon, Madhya Pradesh-
[File No. 6-15/2019-WL; State: Madhya Pradesh]

The member secretary informed Ihat the Standing Commitlee in ils 54 meeting
neld on 18" July 2019 aareed in principle lo the State Covemnment s proposal for
rationalization of Ihe boundary of the Son Chiraiya Sanctuary, Ghatigoan subject
to the condition thal the State Gavernment would prepare and implement a GIB
conservalion Management and Habitat Restoration Plan in the less disturbed area
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of the sanctuary and submil the drafl notification for ra
of the Son Chiraiya “Hukna Bird" (Greal Indian B
of Environment Forést and Climate Change
notification of ESZ.

honalization of the boundary
ustard) Sanctuary to the Ministry
along with the proposal for re-

The State Government of Madhya Pradash in their lelter dated 28.07.2020 have
mformed_ that a 10-year Managemen! Plan for conservation of G-real Indian
Bustard in the less disturbed area has been prepared and approved. The Siate
Government have submilled the draft notification for ralionalization of the
hnunr!a!'y of the Son Chiraya “Hukna Bird” (Greal Indian Bustard) Sanctuary lc;
the Ministry of Environment Forest and Climale Change along with the proposal
for re-nolificalion of E3Z.

Decision Taken: The Standing Committes after discussions decided lo
recommend the proposal for de-nofification of 111.73 Sq. Km revenue area from
Son Chiralya “Hukna Bird" (Greal Indian Bustard) Sanctuary al Ghaligaon,
Madhya Pradesh.

AGENDA No. 4 (Amendment/Corrigendum in Minutes of Meetings)

58.41

59.4.2

mMok of 29" 50 NBWL dared §.10 2020 177

Reoresentation dated 31*' August 2020 received from the CF/Deputy Chief
Wild Life Warden, Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow regarding correction in the
minutes of 57" meeting of Standing Committee held on 7" April 2020 for the

&

proposal for use of 0.4158 ha non-forest land from Hastinapur Wildlife .

Sanctuary for construction of over bridge over Bahu Nalas at Village
Chakanwala and Shisowali on Bachhraon-Munda Khera Khader road in
block Gajrauta, tehsil Mandi Dhanura, district Amroha, U.P-[File No. 6-
6/2020-WI; State: Uttar Pradesh; Original Agenda ltem No. 57.3.27]

The Member Secrelary informed the Standing Commitiee (hat a representation
dated 31% August 2020 was received from the CF/Depuly Chief Wild Lite Warden,
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknew regarding correction in the minutes of 57" meeting of
Standing Committae held on 7 Apnl 2020 for the propoesal for use of 0.4158 ha
non-forest land from Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary for construclion of over bridge
over Bahu Nala at Village Chakanwala and Shisowali on Bachhraon-Munda Khera
Khader road n block Gajraula, thesil Mandi Dhanura, district Amroha, U.P.

The proposal was recommended by the Standing Commillee in its 57™ meeting
held on 7" Aprl 2020, wherein the area has inadvertently mantioned as 0.4158
ha forest area in place of D.4158 Ha of non-forest land (0.1944 ha private
agricultural land and 0.2214 ha other government land of irrigaticn department).

Decision Taken: Based on the discussion held and documents submitted, the
Stending Committec recommended for corrgendum i the minutes of its 57™
meeting held on 7 April 2020, for agenda item no 57.3.27 to replace 0.4158 ha
forest are2 with 0.4158 Ha of non-fores! land (0.1244 ha private agneultural land
and 0.2214 ha other governmeant |and of irmgation depariment).

Represeniaiion dated 10th July 2020 received from M/s Associates Slone
Industries regarding issue corrigendum in minutes of 56™ meeting of the
Standing Committee for agenda no. 55.4.17 for the proposal of Mis
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Assgociated Stone Industries (Kotah] Limited for expansion and renewal of
Kotah Stone Production in mining lease No. 1/89 situated in Tehsil
Ramganjmandi, Kota District, Rajasthan [File No.6-19/2015-WL; State:
Rajasthan; Original Agenda Item No. 55.4.17]

Tna Member Secretary informeg the Standing Commuties thal a representation
dated 10th July, 2020 was received from M/s Associaled Slone Induslries
requesting corrigendum in minutes of the 56 meeting of the Slanding Commilies
held on 17.12.2019 for Agenda no 554.17 to replace "2% of the lotal project cost”

with "2% of the proportionale project cost”. which was actuslly recommended by
the CWLW, Rajasthan.

Decision Taken: Based on lhe discussion held and documents submitteg, the
Standing Committaa decided to recemmend the proposal for corrigendum in the
minutes of 56th meeting held on 17.12.2019 for the agenda no. 55.4.17 ta replace
2% of the tolal project ces! with 2% of the proporiionate project cosl.

59.4.3 Representation dated 13" April 2020 received from the User Agency for
amendment in agenda point no 53.3.27(C) of 53™ Minutes of meeting of
NBWL dated 25" March 2019 regarding removal of condition of deposition
of 2% of the project cost in Tiger Conservation foundation of MHTR imposed
by NTCA vide iheir letier dated §" June 2020-[File No. 6-144/20138 WL{FPI-1};
State: Rajasthan; Original Agenda llem No 53.3.27]

I'he Member Secretary informead the Standing Commillee that 2 representalion
was received from the User Agency requesting removal of condition for deposition
of 2% of the project cast in Tiger Conservation Foundation of MHTR imposed by
NICA vige therr ietter datea 9 June 2020 with a request for amendment in
minules of 53" meeling hefd on 25" March, 2019 for agenda item no 53.3.27.

The Member Secretary informed thal the proposal was recommended by lhe
Standing Cormmilles in ils 53" mesaling held on 2503 2019 with the condilions
fmposed by State CWILW & MNational Tiger Conservation Authority. NTCA vide
their letter dated 8™ July, 2020 have withdrawn the condition imposing 2% of the
project cost citing reason that the user agency has already complied with the
condilion imposed by the Chief Wild Life Warden, Rajasthan regarding deposition
of 2% of the project cosl in RPACS.

Decision Taken: Based on the discussian held and documents submitted, the
Standing Commitiee decided to recommend the proposal for removal of the
condition for depasition af 2% of the project cost in Tiger Conservation loundation
of MHTR recormmended by NTCA.

AGENDA No.5
(Fresh Proposals falling inside [ Qutside the Protected Area)

59.5.1 Proposal of Law Department, J& K for development of Judicial
Infrastructire for High Court at Jammu falling in the Bahu Conservation
Reserve of Department of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, J&K

MoM of £9% SC_NBWL dated & 10 2020 12}
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Government- [File No.: 6-85/2020 WL: Proposal No.
FPIJK/Others/5039/2020]-Reg

The Member Secretary staled that proposal of Law Department, J& K is for
developmant of Judicial Infrastructure tor High Court a2t Jammu.

The proposed area falls within the Bahu Conservation Reserve as well as Fco-
Sensitive Zone ol Ramnagar Wildlife Sancluary as the aerial distance of proposec
site from the said wildlife sanctuary is 3.75 KM. The lotal projec! area 1s 40.6565
Ha. The Slate Chief Wild Life Warden has recommended the proposal. The State
Board for Wild Life alsa recommended the proposal on 23.10.2019.

Decision Taken: After discussions, the Standing Commiltee decided lo
recommend lhe proposal wilth fallowing conditions:

(1) The proprictary and the legal stews of the land shall remain
unchanged.

(2) The user agency shall pay NPV (Nel Prasent Value) for torest
clearance in accordance with the orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Caurt.

(3) ITne User Agency shall be responsible for oblaining requisite
clearances under any other [aw in vogue.,

(4}  Noharm lo any Wildlife species shall be done it found accidenlly in the
said area

(3)  User Agency shall abide by all the direclions of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court, provisions of the Wildlife Prolection Acl. directions of the
Ministry of Environmen!. Forest and Climate Change ang orders of the
Government in this regard.

(6)  The activiies shall be hable to pericdic check by the department and

* stoppage of aclivilies' shall come inta force if it is found that any such
provisions are nol abided by the user agency.

(7)  The whale area as per proposal should be lenced by way of chain-link.

(8) Wasle material including muck generated during execution of project
musl be disposed off cutside the protectad area.

(9) The User Agency shall ensure that only lhose Irees/polesisaplings
shall be exlracted which come under the alignment of construction
area and resl all the reas/polesisaplings shall ba relained as such.

(10) The area proposed should nol be used by the user agency for any
purpose olher than proposed.

(11) The land so allowed to be used shall relurn to the department free of
any encumbrances when il is no longer required by the User Agency.

(12)  The User Agency shall have to abide by gll the conditions laid down by
the Fores! Advisory Commitlee and lhose mentionad in the sanction
order issued by the Competent Authority.

(13) Ihe User Agency shall pay 2% of the proportonate projecl cost for
consarvation and preservalion of wildlife and its hatitat.

(14) The annual compliance certificala on lhe following stipulaled
conditions sheuld be submitted by the projecl proponent to the State

Mah af 59" SC_NBWL dated 5,10.2020 BiTtane




-

Chief Wild Life Warden and an annual compliance certificata shall be
submitied by the State Chief Wild Life Warden to Govl. of India

59.5.2. Proposal for use of 0.20 ha of forestland from Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary for
construction of appreach road at Girnar Taleti, district Junagadh, Gujarat —
[File No: 6-138/2019 WL : Proposal No. FPIGJ/IROAD/40726/2019]

The Member Secretary slatad that the proposal is lor use of 0,20 ha of forestiand
from Girnar Wildlife Sanctuary lor consiruclion of approach road al Girnar Taleti,
district Junagadh, Gujaral by Junagadh Municipal Corparation. The Chief Wil
Life Warden recommended the propesal. The State Board for Wild Life also
recommended the proposal in its meeting held on 05.09.2018

Decision Taken: After ciscussion, the Slanding Committee decided 1o
recommend the proposal subject to the following:

(1)
2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8
(%)

(10)

(11)

(12)

The user agency shall not violale any regulatory provisions under Section-
g, 17A, 27, 28, 31, 32 ol Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1872,

The user agency shall notl harm or destroy wildlife habitat incluging fauna
and flora of the sanctuary.

The user agency shall not use the area lor lhe proposed wark other than
the area permitled.

The user agency shall not establish any lemporary or permanent labour
camp in the sanctuary.

The user agency or his contractor shall not create any fire places inside the
sanctuary.,

All the material reguired for the work shall be prepared oulside the
sanctuary.

The work in the sanctuary will be allowed only in the day ime from 8.0 AM
to 6.0 PM

Approval under Foresl (Conservation) Act, 1980 shall be oblained
separately for use of ferestiand.

The user agency shall deposit NPV for the use of land of protected area as
per lhe exisling rates.

The user agency shall install appropriale signage’s to create nature
awareness amongsl pilgrims as appraved by Foresl Department.

The user agency shall prepare Wildlife Mitigation Plan and gel it approved
from lhe CWLW before starl of the work. The budget Tor lhe same should
be made available separately.

The annua: compliance cerdificate on the following slipulated conditions
should be submitted by the project propunent 1o the State Chief Wild Life
Warden and an annual compliance certificate shall be submitted by the
State Chief Wild Life Warden to Gowt. of India.

59.5.3  Diversion of 11.379 ha of forest land from Todgarh Raoli Wildlife Sanctuary
for upgradation of existing two lane to four lane from 148.00 to 160.44 Km
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Beawar-Gomti Section (NH-8), Rajasthan- [Proposal No.
FPIRJ/ROAD/2648/2018; File No. 6-16/2020 WL]

The Member Secretary stated that the proposal is for diversion of 11,379 ha of
forest land from Todgarh Raol Wildlife Sanctuary for upgradation of existing two
lane to four lane from 148 00 to 180.44 Km Beawar-Gomli Section (NH-8),
Rajasthan of Ministry of Road Transport & Highways. The State Chief Wild Life
Warden has recommended the proposal. The State Board for Wild Life has also
recommended Lhe proposal through circulation,

Decision Taken: After discussion. the Standing Commillee decided to
recommend [he proposal subjecl o (ne following condilions.

(1) 2% of the proporlionate project cos! of the area falling within the protected
area should be deposiled in Rajasthan Protected Area Conservation
Society by the user agency for managemenl and prolecton of wildiffe in
the state as corpus.

(2) Underpasses shall be construcled hy user agency at an interval of 1 km.

(3) Spesd breakers will be constructad at interval of 500 meters inside lhe
prolecied area.

(4) Fiantation in 3 rows on bolh sides ziong ihe road siail be done by lhe user
agency in consullaticn of the DCF.

() No burrow pils will be created in the sancluary area for road construction.

(6) No work shall be done before sunrise and after sunsel in the project area.

(7) There will be no felling of trees and burning of fuel wood inside the
Protecled Area and Eco-Sensitive Zone.

(8) The wasle material generated should he disposed outside the Eco-
Sensitive Zone.

{8) There will be no labour camp within 1 km from the boundary of Protecled
Area,

(10}  No blasting will be carmed out within 1 km frem the boungary oi Protecied
Area during the work.

(11) There shall be no high mast/ beamisearch lights and high sounds within 1
km from the Protected Area boundary.

(12) Signages regarding information aboul the wild animals in the area, control
of the Iraffic velumes, speed etc. should be erected in the project area in
consultation with DCF.

(13) Maintenance activity of any nalure should be carried out only after seeking
formal approval from compelenl suthority of the Protecled Arca.

(14) Where diversion of fores! land is nol required, non-forestry use of revenue
lands NPV as per the order 05-02-2009 wil be reahized.

(15) The user agency and project personnel will comply with the provisions of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

(16) The animal passage plan submilled by the lUser Agency shall be
implemented in tolo.

(17)  The annual compliance certificate on the following stipulaled conditions
should be submitted by the project proponent 1o the Stale Chief Wild Life
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Warden and an annual compliance certificale shall be submitted by the
State Chief Wild Life Warden lo Govl. of India,

Diversion of 3.1142 ha of forest land in tiger corridor linking Kawal Tiger
Reserve in Telangana and Tadoba Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra falling in
compl.231 of Manikarh RF in Asifabad forest division in Kumarambheem,
Asifabad District of Telangana for the construction of Warora Pool,
Warangal (New) 765 KV D/C Transmission line in favour of Warora Kurnool

Transmission Limited (WKTL)-[File No. §-162/2018 WL; Proposal No.
FPITGITRANS/27465/2017 ).

The Member Secretary stated that the proposal is for diversion of 3.1142 ha of
forest land in tiger corridor linking Kawal Tiger Reserve in Telangana and Tadoba
Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra falling in compt.231 of Manikarh RF in Asifabad
forest division In Kumarambheem, Asiabad UDistrict of Telangana for the
construction of Warora Pool, Warangal (New) 765 KV D/C Transmission line in
favour of Warora Kurnool Transmission Limited (WKTL). The State Chiet Wild Life
Warden has recommended the proposal and the State Board for Wild Life has
also recommeanded the proposal on 01.02.2020.

Decision Taken: After discussion, the Slanding Committee decided 1o
recommend the proposal subject to the following condilions:

(A)Conditions imposed by the Chief Wild Life Warden

That the user agency will provide Rs.30.00 lakhs for developing natural grass
lands/meadows below lhe power transmission lines as under:

(Rs.in lakh)
[ sI.N | Companent =  Financial
el - —— . ilarget
1. Habitat Management ¢ 10.00
a) Bore well with solar pump sets (2) units @ Rs.5.00

lakh per unit

2 b) Managemenl of naturel grass lands by uprooting the - 10.00
cbnoxious weeds and sowing locally collecled yrass
seeds over 100 ha for three consaculive years at a

cost of Rs.10,000/-per ha '

3 Waler Management - 4.00
a) Construclion of mini percolation tanks 2 Nos.@ 2.0
lakh/cach at the solar bore well site for water storage

4 Fire Management; 269
! Farmation of new fire lines (width 6.00 Mtrs) 26900 Rmt |
@ Rs.10/-1 Rmt.Per Year '
5 ‘ Publicity & Awareness 3.31
! Hoardings & publicity to praopagate Ihe need for
conservation of Flora and Fauna of the areas

Total | 30.00 |




The above amount shall be depesited by the user agency in the BIOSOT
account of Chief Wild Life Warden, Telangana.

(2) The user agency shall fell only the barest minimum number of trees while
execuling tha waork.

(3) The works shall be carried out without disturbing or damaging Flora. Fauna or
habital of the arza.

(4)  Work shall be carried out from 6 .00 am lo 6.00 pm only.

(5) The material for carrying out the proposed works shall be kepl outside the
sanctuary area. As and when required they should be carned to the sile during
execulion of work.

(6) No labour camp should be established inside the Tiger Reserve during the
execulion of the work

(7)  The debris formed due 1o the execution of the works shall be taken away from
Ihe tiger reserve on day-to-day basis.

(8) The user agency shail construct Masonry pillars to demarcale the proposed
project area al every 25-meter inlerval.

(8) The User Agancy should raise the height of the towers in consultation with the
Chiel Wild Life Warden.

(10) In addilion to the existing forest road, user agency shall avoid creation of
acditional Irails/ roads for construction work or use by construclion vehicles/
machinery.

{11)  To prevent exposure of soil to erosion, excavation for laying pylon foundations
musl be deep, and nol spread. These must be localed as close la the existing
road as possible, and away lrom water bodies and steep slopes. The soil at
these spols musl be slablised post conslruction te contrel erosion and assist in
vegetation regrowth,

(12) Vegetalion cleared before and during construclion work must be properly
disposed of o avoid spread of invasive species.

(B) Conditions imposed by the NTCA

(13)  Mitigation of electrocution risk to tigers and associated species: A major
Ibreat to dispersing ligers and other associated wildlife in corridor areas and
forest adjoining human habitations and agricultural fields is electrocution by live
wires. Making the transmission lines thett proof by insulating power line
components nenrds o be carfied oul. However, the Standing Commillee
recommended thal the height of towers shall be raised by the User Agency in
consullation with the Chief Wild Life Warden instead ol insuiation.

(14)  Mitigation of electrocution risk of birds: This may be dane through line design
medification 1.e. by allowing sufficient spacing between diffarent conductors and
belween conduclors and grounded wires of hardware. For large perching
raptars, distance should be >1.8 m belween parches and energized parts. |If
spacing between parls is nol possible. insulating componeants thal pose a risk of
electrocution (poles, pylons, wires) may be done. Perch management
technigues may be used lo deler birds from perching on cemponents where the
risk of electrocution is high such as bird spikes. arlificial perches placed at a safe
distance from the energized pars.
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(18)  Mitigation of collision risk: Less vertical separation of cables poses less of an
obstacle for birds. Increasing the visibly of wires, particularly the earth wire. lo
birds by thickening, coaling and colouring wires. and by installation of line
marking devices may help reduce collision by upto 50-80%. Markers should
increase the visibilily of wires by at least 20 cm for a length of at least 10-20 cm,
and placed al intervals of at leas! 5-10 m. the markers must be in contrast with
the background.

(C) The User Agency shall raise the height of the lower in consultation with the
Chiet Wild Lite Warden.

(D) The animal passaae plan submittad by the User Agency shall be implemented
in tote.

(E) Relleciors may be used appropnately to mimimize collision risk of birds.

{F) The annual compliance cerlificate on the following stipulated conditions should
be submitted by the project proponent lo the State Chief Wild Life Warden and

an annual compliance certificale shall be submitted by the Stata Chief Wiid
Lits Wardan 1o Govl. of India.

AGENDA NO.6 (Any other item with the permission of the Chair)

59.6.1 Diversion of forest land for Development of 8 lanes {Greenfield Highway)

from (Ch. 392.800 Km) Bhenda Hera village to (Ch. 452.425 Km) Moondiya

- village Section of NH-148 N (Total length 59.625 Km), Under BHARATMALA

PARIYOJANA Lot-4/Pkg-4 in the state of
Rajasthan.FP/RJ/ROAD/I6597/2018

The Member Secrelary stated that the proposal 18 for diversion of foresl land lor
Development of 8 lanes (Creenflield Highway) from (Ch. 392.800 Km) Bhenda
Hera village lo (Ch. 452.425 Km) Moondiyz village Section of NH-148 N (Total
length 53.625 Km). under BHARATMALA PARIYOJANA Lot-4/Pkg-4 in the state
of Rajasthan The Slatae Chief Wild Life Warden has recommended the proposal.
The State Board for Wik Life also recommeanded the proposal through circulation,

Decision Taken: Afier discussion, the Standing Commillee dacided lo
recommend the proposal subject te the following conditions

(A} Conditions Imposed by the Chief Wild Life Warden

(1} 2% ol the proporlionate project cost of the area talling within the protected
area z2nd the ESZ should be deposited in Rajasthan Protecled Area
Conservalion Sociely by the user agency lor management and protection
of wildiife in |he slate as corpus.

(2) No work shall be done before sunrise and after sunset in the projectarea,
MoM of 59" SC_NBWL dated S 10 2020
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(3) No material of any kind should be exiraclad from the Protecled Area and
Eco- Sensilive Zone.

(4) There will be no felling af trees and burning of fuel wood inside the
protecied area and cco-sensilive zane

(5) The waste malerial genarated should be disposed outside the Protected
Area and Eco-Sensilive Zone.

{68) Thers will be no labour camp within 1 km from the boundary of Protected
Ared,

(7} To restrict movement of wild animals towards the roadirailway track in
Ihe Protected Area, adequate mitigative measures such as wall‘chain link
fencing will be consirucled by the User Agency o stop accidents.

(8) There shall be no tuigh mast / beam/search lights & high sounds within 1
km from the Protecled Area boundary.

(9) Signages regarding information about the wild animals in the area,
contral of the tralfic volumes, speed etc should be erected in the project
area.

(10) The user agancy and project personne! will comply with the pravisions ol
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,

{11) Mainlenance activily of any nature should be carried oul only afler
seeking formal approval Irem competent authorily of tiger reserve | PA.

{12) The user agency and project personnel will comply with the provisions of
Standard SOP/Guidelines 1ssued by WIl, Dehradun for linear projects.

{13} Any permission/clearance reguired under FCA-1980 or other acls may -
be laken as per rules.

(14) 1000m green bell to be established by user agancy (both side) along the
propesed alignment with available ROW from entry and exil point of
tunnel. :

(15) Al foresl vehicles should exempt in Tolls of NHAL

(16) Conditions & design as laid down in 27.04.2018 site visit report of
commitiee for the purpose ¢f examining the projec! are lo be striclly
adhered lo. Specific mention is made to the provision of underground
tunnel in the Standing Commitiee report.

(17) Blasting may be carried oul if required after taking specific parmission
trom the Field Direclor MHTR and in presence of forest persornel.

(18) Additionally, the condilions imposed in meeting held in CWLW office
dated 27 06.2019 is w0 be included. Specilic mention is made of the
condition lo provide CSR funds for village relocatior as stipulated

(19} Itis to be noled that proposal numbers as listed in the above documents
have now changed due to submission of fresh application for the same
projecls. The conditions imposed wiil, hawever, remain the same.

(B) Conditions imposed by the NTCA

(1) As per the project details, a lunnel 1s proposed 1o be consirucled under
B lanes (Greenfield Highway) from (Ch.392.800 Km) Bherda Hera
village 1o {Ch.452.452 Km) Mocndiya village Section of NH-148N (Total
lenglh 59.625 Km) passing through Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve and
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its Eco-Sensilive Zane involving 26.6354 ha land. As suggested by
Depuly Conservalor of Forest (Wildlife) Mukundra National Park, Kota,
stan and end Taces of tunnel shall be minimum 500m away from
houndary of Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve.

(2) Al measures shall be taken lo prevent any accidental trapping of wild
animals in tunne! area and lo rescue. If any such incident take place

i(3) A proper survaillance/patrolling syslem shall be put into place for

monitoring of wildlife movement/mortality/during and after the
conslruction.

(C)The animal passage plan submilled by lhe User Agency shall be
implemented in {oto.

(D) The annual compliance cerdificate on the following slipulaled conditions
should be submitted by the project propenent to the Stale Chief Wild Life

Warden and an annual compliance cerdificata shall be submitted by the State
Chief Wild Life Warden to Govt. of India.

59.6.2 Proposal for use of 6.704 ha of reserve forestland from Pilibhit Tiger
Reserve for Mailani-Pilibhit Gauge Conversion chainage 212.520-213.070
KM and 242.310-250.140 KM (8.38 KM) between Kuriya- Dudhiyakhurd and
Sandai Mala, Uttar Pradesh State-FP/UP/RAIL/4257/2019

The Member Secretary stated thal the proposal is for Proposal for use of 6.704
ha of reserve forestland from Pilibhit Tiger Resarve for Mailani-Pilibhit Gauge
Conversion chainage 217.520-213.070 KM and 242.310-250.140 KM (8.38 KM)
belween Kuriya- Dudhiyakhurd and Sandai Mala, Uttar Pradesh State The
proposal has been recommended by the State Chief Wild Life Warden. The State
Board for Wild Life has also recommended the proposal on 04.11.2018,

The Member Secretary stated that the State Chiet Wild Life Warden has
forwarded the animal passage plan. He informed thal NTCA has recommenden
Ihat the Railways should aveid construction of 3 BG track within corelcritical liger
habitat (CTH) of Pilibhit Tiger Reserve and allernate alignment avoiding the core
f CTH of Pilibhit Tiger reserve should be explored. The NTCA also suggested thal
in case the option of avoidance is nol possible, then Wl should be entrusted to
carry out a detailed study and prescribe both structural and non- structural
miligation measures al crossings preferred by wildlife, use of delenents
(audio/visual). early warning system ior animal deleclion, speed restriction glc.

Decision Taken: After discussion, the Standing Commillee decided that the
animal passage olan forwarded by the Chief Wild Life Warden shall be vetted by
Wil and therelore, decided to defer Lhe proposal,

99.6.3 Corrigendum to the minutes of 56" meeting of SCNBWL held on 17.12.2019
for agenda item no. 56.4.1 proposal for strengthening and black topping of
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old existing road from Chillarkhal to Laldhang in 3m of width passing
through buffer zone of Rajaji National Park, Uttarakhand State

The Member Secrelary, informed thal during the 56" meeling heid on 17.12.2019

the Standing commiites recommended lhe proposal with lhe conditions imposeo
by CWLW, Uttarakhand and NTCA

Tne Chief Wild Life Warden, Uttarakhand has now requested to modify three
condiions imposed by the NTCA as follows

o Forest Clearance nof required since road exisls pnor to 1880 as per the
guigeines of FCA

Reduce the length of underpass for wild animals to 470 m at the rate of 100 m
per km instead of 705 m as recommended by NTCA

o Reduce the height of underpass for wild animals from 8 i to 5m due to
geological condilions

The Member Secretary informed that the comments from NTCA were sought on
the request made by the CWLW The NTCA whiie recommended lo oblain views
of FC Division with respect! lo applicability of the FCA Act, 1980 but did not agree
lo the request made by the CWLW for the other two conditions as the area has
high densily of wildlife

Decision Taken: Baszed op the discussion held gnd documents submilted the
Standing Commitlee did not agree with the request of CWLW, Uttarakhand.

Al the end af the meeling, Chairmian, Slanding Commillee of the Nalional Board for Wild
Life slated that the Stales/UTs should avoid forwarding proposals for declaration of any wild
animal as vermin. The Slates/UTs musl utilize the provisions conlained in the Wilgd Life
(Protection) Act, 1872 for dealing with the problemalic wild animals. The States/UTs should

involve Panchayati Raj Inslilutions more actively in dealing with situations arising out of
IHuman Wildlife Canflici
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Government of Assam
Mfice of the Divisional Forest OfMicer
;. I _ivighoi Division, Digboi N W y—
Uetter No7B/G-ad/C1L2020/13 72 N Dated: 21-04-2020

1o
The Uzneral Manager,
Marih Easterr Coalfield,
Coal India | imited, Margherity

Sith- Re-submission of Demand Note for pavment of the reguired amaunt {NPY, CA Cost. Uverhead Cost,
Pena! NPV, Penal CA ele.) npaing: forest diversion aroposal for 98.59 hectares of forest fand fur Tikok
Open Cast Project in Saleki PRE apder Digboi Division. Tigbos.

Rel- Chicf Conservator ol Forests & Nodal Oficer. Assum's  letter  No.FG.27/NodalProposall
NECGAL el deil. 03-02-2920 & this office ey N B/G-EUCHLA2020/1232 did. 23-03-2020.

Selr Sin,

With refetence 0 (he suljuct cized spove, | am sending herewith the estimate of Mormal and Penal
Compensatory Afforestation amounting ta Rs. 890,95 37200 and Overhead cost of Rs, 445.46.689.00 duly
echinically approved by the Conservatar of Fuiesis, Bastuon Assam Ciyele, Jorhat,

I'he Normal NPY af Rs.9.25. 76,0 10,00 sne Penad NPV of Re. 14.99.03.360:00 Fas been ealevlated as
oot guideline issued by the Hon'ble Supreme Court/Ministey of Enviconment, Forests & Climate Change,
Gove of India. Hew Oethi. In this conseciion | would like © wiention that during our visiy at Tikok Open Cast
Project in Saleki PRE did. 24-10-2019, mlungwith Higher Ofivials including Chiel Conservator of Forssts &
sudal Officer, U ACT, Asssm and DIC Forest, Ol of kegitpal PCCT, Gowy, of india. Shillong, 2 totsl
arca of 16 haci. were found 1o have besq clcarsd and hroken by vou in the same 98.59 haci. Tikok OCF ares in
adkdition (e $7.2 fac. during 201319 and thereby the wia Louken up (mineds ures has been vonsidered as
73.2 havt. instead of $7.2 hact. The mutter wins intimated 1o the CCE & Nodal Officer, FC ACT. Assam vide
this office letter Mo AiFo- | Illeaalitie: 21 9 1870 i, G i2-2017 (copy enclosed). The necessirs
codeulations have been nmde sepordingly us frflows,

1. NORMAL NPY: For grea 88,59 hact = RN 9,25 76,010.00

3, PEMAL NPV
f4) For 37 10 hact. = A5 LF NS, 560,00
(b3 For Tt o Ry 130,28 80000
Compenastory Aflorestzion (Mol 74+ Dol 08 354 ha = Hs, a0 3700
Ovathesil Cost = RS 4 A43.40,684.00

I Conmpengatety Allurestation Sality Sooe el 4.2 ha = Ra 7LA2. 16500
(dverhead Uos - Hs, 35,7508
Coamnorsatan Ao ol 6. by * IR% ST SR TA 00
Ovirheusd Tesd Re IRTFOATLM

TOTAT = Rso 43248570800
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L. therefore, request you kindly 1o deposit the reauired amount onling in the CAMPA account throush
the web pontal www.parivesh. nic.in and raport coimplianca at the earliest.

Eoelnt- 4 nes. Norms enclasud,

Yourss sineerely

:'."tl.-' ="
{Arlgrie Rahman, AFS)
Divisional Forest Officer
Digkoi Division. Pighoi

Mano No. A% IL2020/550-23 Dared: 210422020
Lopy o

I ihe Principal Chicl Conservator of Forests & Hewd of Jorssl Faree, Assamy Aianye Bhawan,
Panjabar. Guwahati-37 for favour of his Kind informstion.

L The Chief Conservator of Farests & Nodal ONcer (7C Avih, Assam. Atanys Shawan, Panjabari,
Guwahati-37 for favour of his bind information and necassary action,
3.

The Aditl. Chiel’ Conservalor ol Foresis (71, Upper Assam Zone, Kacharighat, Guwhalti- 1 lor favoue of
his kind information y "
4. The Consarvator o I orests, Fasiam Assory Cirele, Jurhid for levaur of his kind intonnation.

i

;
4
i

(Aiqur Rahman, AF3)
Divisional orest Offices
Dighoy Division, Diznot
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DR ANWARUDDIN CHOUDHURY

]mntsﬂ:mm
mmwwdm
Environment & Forest Dept, Dispur.

/ NOTIFICATION

The 17* April 2003

NO. FRWM%Z!&? fn putsuance of the guidelines: of the ‘Project Elephant,

Government of Indiz, and in view of the consent of the Government 6f India conveyed
vide E. No: 7-22000 (PE) dated July 16, 2002, the Governor of Assam is pleased o
declare the land described in the schedules below as an "Hephant Reserve’ with effect
mdlﬂdamuipubﬁmdnnaithmmuﬁ:mh:ﬁtnﬂ:ﬂ"w

SCHEDULES
A. Location , Arex and Name,
Districts (civil) . . . ... .. Dibrugarh, Stvasagar and Tinsukia,
Sub-divisions (civil) . . . . . Charaidew, Dibrugarh, Margherita and Tinsukia.
Forest Divisions. . . . - . . - Dibrugarh, Dighoi, Dum Duma and Sivasagar.
NEEE oc vooano v oo . DrING-PATKAI ELEPHANT RESERVE
Arda o i oweEenE s Ql?sqkm(ﬂlﬂcklmaqhn.ﬂlmkllﬁﬁaqkm,

Block 3+ 170 sq km, and other disjunct
pockets = 151 sq km).

B. Bousdary / Area description

This ‘Elephant Reserve’ consists of three blocks, henceforth referred to as Block 12
and 3, and eight other smaller disjunct pockets.
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Refevence point:. The starting point is the northernmost Tp of Up Dihing (west
£ -b!nck)-RF (EEEomvé W)memﬁ on Makum -
Nt ' Emm‘ﬂ?- northernmost tip of Upper Dibing {west.block) RE on

RLOCK -2

Valkim - LakhipathdF tosd, the Boundary runs eastwards along the

natified tiorthern boandary of Upper Dihing {west block) RF.

Fast: Alp%;r. eastern notified boundary of Upper Dihing (west block)
RF, then along the sastérn notified boundary of Digboi (west block)
RE, then again the eastem‘and thence south-eastern boundary of

Uppez Dihinig (svest block) RF till it reaches the Burhi-Dihving River

Thence the boundary Tuns along the northern boundary of Ditak RE "
and Dirak proposed (1 Addirion) B till the intéz-state boundary

South: - . From the south-eastern tip of Dirak proposed (1* Addition) RF on -ﬂmk
th:boi}ﬁdaryfnﬂnvastheiumamboundm?upmthcmm—
western tip of Dilli RF. -

West: Thence, from this point the boundary runs along the existing
western and northern boundarxy of Dilli and Joypur RFs up to the
Burhi-Dihing River, then it follows the existing westem boundary of
Upper Dihing (west block) RE up to the norchemmost tiprof this

Reference point: The starting point is the north-swestemn comer of Kzkojan RF on the

banks of the Dibru River.
North: From the stargng poipn e boundary runs eastwards along the

notified north wesrer:, northern and eastern boundaries of Kakojan
R till it reaches the northern boundary of Upper Dibing (east block)
RE. Thence it runs along the northern boundary of Upper Dihing

(east block) RF. : _
East: From the north-eastern coruer, un the banks of the Dibru River the
- fary runs along the notified easrern boundary of Upper Dihing
(edst biock) RF. '
South: Thence the boundacy foliows the notified southern boundary of
Upper Dihing (east block) RE.
West: Thence, the boundary runs along the existing westem boundary af

Upper Dihing (east block) RF and alsa includes the areas leased out
for oil mining, Digboi (east block) RF and Bogapani RFtill it reaches
the Dibru River near Nazirating. Then it follows the left bank of the
Dibru River along the western boundary of Kakojan RF till it meets
the relerence point

BLOCK - 3

Reference point: The starting point is the north-westemn corner of Namphai RF on the
banks of the Barhi-Dihing River. '

e
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From the starting point, the boundary runs eastwards along the
notified northern boundary of Namphai RF till it reaches the north-
eastern corner of Tinkopani RE,

From the north-castern corner of Tinkopani RF, on the banks of the
Namchik River on Assam - Arunachal Pradesh interstate boundary,
it runs along the notified ecastern and southern boundaries of
Tinkopani RF and Tirap proposed (I Addition) RF, and eastern

- boundary of Tipong propased (1 Addirion) RE,

Thence the boundary follows the notified southern boundaries of
Tipong proposed (I* Addition) RF; [ ekhapani RF, Saleki proposed

From the south-western corner of Makumpani RF on the Assam -
Arunachal Pradesh interstate boundary, it follows the existing
western and northern boundaries of Makumpani RF, northern
boundaries of Saleki proposed RF, Lekhapani RF, Tipong proposed
(I* Addition) RF, Tipong RE, Paharpur RF, again Tipong proposed
(1* Addition) RF, then Tirap proposed (I Addirion) RF, western
and northern boundary of Tirap RE till the western boundary of
Tinkopani RF on the banks of the Tirap River. Thence the boundary
runs along the western boundary of Tinkopani RF and southern and
the banks of the Burhi-Dihing River.

. In addition to the arcas described above, the 'DIFING-PATKA! ELEPHANT RESERVE'
also includes five other smaller disjunct pockets, the largest of which is Abhoypur
RF, which has contiguity with Block 1 of this reserve through forests in Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh. Other pockets are Burhi-Dihing (north and south blocks)
RFs, Duarmara RF (including Puarmara prop I* Addition RF), Kotha RF,
Naloni RF, Phillobari RF, Tokouoni RF and Torani RE. All these as well as all the
blocks have contiguity through unclassed forests, riverbeds and tea plantations.

Da ANWARUDDIN CHOUDHURY

Joint Secretary
to the Governnient of Assam,
Environment & Forest Dept., Dispur.
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N OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE
TINSUKIA :: AS ‘Andegure

M/No. TSK/Crime/2021/ | 414 Date: - 25.02.2021 = 3

Teo, ;
Shri Rajib Baruah, AFS,
Secretary to Hon'ble Justice B.P. Katakey
Commission of inquiry, Guwahati.

Sub :- Submission of detwiled report of Margherita P.S. Case Na. 115/2011
U/S 143/341/325/427/307/392 IPC.

def :- L/ No. BPKJ/COM/MISC/2020-2021 /58 dated 11.02.2021.

Sir,

With reference to the subject cited above, 1 have the honour to submit
herewith the detailed report of Margherita P.S. Case No. 115/2011 U/S
143/341/325/427 [ 307 | 392 [PC as follows:~

Brief of the case:

On 07.07.2011 at 9:30 pm, complainant Sri Kishore Chetia, 5/0 Sn
Pranab Kumar Chetia of Ledo Railway Traffic Colony, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia
lodged a wrilten ejahar at Marghenta P.S. to the effect that on 06.07.2011 at 10.45
PM, when his brother Sri Diganta Chetia, reporter of “Prime News Channel” and his
eolleague Sri Kanchan Bora of Ledo Samukjan Gaon were on their way to collect
news, then one Sri Jovram Lama of Ledo Bazar along with 25 to 30 coal pilferers
physically assaulted them with sticks and iron rods at Ledo Bazar near Masjid with
an attempt (o murder. During the assault, Sri Diganta Chetia was gricvously injured
and admitred to Assam Medical College & Hospital m a critical condivion. However,
his colleague Sr Kanchan Bora was comparatively safe. The miscreants damaged the
complainant’s motor cycle; Prime News camera and they snatched away two mobile

phones and identity cards. Hence the case was regisiered.

On receipt of the FIR, a case was registered vide Margherita P.8S. Casc
No. 11572011 U/S 143/341/325/427/307 /392 IPC and endorsed to SI (UB) Dulal
Mahanta of Margherita P.S. for investigation.

Actions Laken:

I/O visited the P.O. and drew & rouph skeich map of the P.O. with short
inddex. 1/O examined the complaimant Sri Kishore Chetia, S/0 Sri Pranab Kumar

Chetia of Ledo Railway lraftic Colony, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia and other



available witnesses in connection with the case and recorded their statements U/S

161 Cr.pe. -

I/O then seized one TVS Star City Motor Cycle bearing chassis no.
MD625KF5451N62888, engine no. AFSN51068067 vide MR No. 26/11 and one Sony
video camera (Model no. DCRSXEE|, one red colour sony camera bag, one hroken
Maxx-MX404 mobile phone, 25 nos of plastic bags (upprox. 50 kg) containing coal,
one dry bamboo of 4 ft length vide MR No. 27/11.

1/ O arrested 07(seven] accused persons namely (1) Sri Joyram Tamang
@ Jibon Tamang, S/0 jit Bahadur Tamang of Ledo Bazar, P.S. Margherita, Dist.
Tinsukia, (2} Sri Balaram Das, S/0O Lt. Ramesh Das of Matikhad Basri, P.S.
Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (3) Sri Sumit Chakraborty, s/0 Sri Phoni Chakrabortv of
Matikhad Basti, .S, Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (4) $ri Guru Das @ Raju Das, 8/0
S Siba Das of Maukhad Basti, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (5] Sri Siba
Bhowmick @ Subham, S/0 Sri Kankan Bhowmick of Matikhad Basti, P.S.
Margherita, Dist, Tinsukia, (6) Sri Jayanta Raj Bhar @ Joy, S /0 Sri Sankar Raj Bhar
of Matikhad Basti, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia and (7) Sri Mintu Sarkar, S/0 Lt.
Sunil Sarkar of Ledo Bazar Basr, P.S. Margherita, Dist Tinsukia and forwarded
them to the judicial custody. One accused person namely Sri Kiron Prodhan, S/0

Kumar Prodhan of Motia Dasti Ledo, P.S, Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia was released on
anticipatory bail.

After compledion of the investigation of the case, the case was charge -
sheeted against the above mentioned arrested persons and alse against (1) Sri Raja
Debnath, 8/0 Pulin Chandra Debnath of Matikhad Basti, P.S. Margherita, Dist.
Tinsukia, (2] Sri Bablu Debnath, S/0 Pulin Debnath of Matikhad Basti, P.S.
Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (3) Sri Siba Debnath. $/0 Pulin Debnath of Matikhad
Basti, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (4) Md. Naruddin Sah, $/0 L. Butan Sah of
Jhama Basti, P.S. Margherita, Dist. Tinsukia, (5) Sn Tabir Pradhan, S/0 Kharga
Bahadur Pradhan of Motia Basti, Ledo, P.S. Marghenta, Dist. Tinsukia showing
them absconder vide Charge Sheet No. 142/2014 dated 29.09.2014,

Submitted for favour of your kind information and perusal.

Yours faithfully,

e ﬁﬁéﬁm’
Superidtendent of Police,
N Tinsukia, Assam.

\
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No. 174 Dispur, Thursday, 11th March, 2021, 20th Phalguna, 1942 (S. E.)

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR
MINES & MINERALS DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION
The 18th February, 2021

No.PEM.44/2017/320.- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 23 (C) {1) and (2) of the
Mines and Minerals {Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (Act 67 of 1957) the Governor of
Assam is hereby pleased to make the following rules to regulate the possession, storage, trading
and transport of minerals and mineral products and to check evasion of royalty or seigniorage fee,

stopping of illegal mining and transportation in the state of Assam and for the purposes connected
therewith, namely :-

1. SHORT TITLE, APPLICATION AND COMMENCEMENT. -

(1) These rules may be called the Assam Minerals Regulation and Dealers Rules, 2020.
(2) These rules shall be applicable to all Minerals Dealers and all industries/factories
connected with the sale, purchase, transportation, processing and consumption of
minerals for commercial purpose in the state of Assam,
(3) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. DEFINITIONS. -

(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

{8) "Act” means the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957

(Act 67 of 1957);

(b) “Competent Authority” means any Gazetted Officer, not below the rank of Deputy

Director of the Directorate of Geology and Mining, Assam as authorized by the
Government in the Mines and Minerals Department;

L ———————
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(¢) “competent Officer” means a Gazetted Officer authorized by the Deputy
- Commissioner of any district and Director, Geology and Mining, Assam;

{d) “carrier” means any mode or conveyance or facility by which mineral is transported

from one place to another and includes mechanized devices, person, animal or
cart;

(e) “dealer” means any person who carries on the business of buying, storing, selling,
supplying, trading, transporting, distributing or delivering for sale of minerals and
mineral products and include the following:-

{i) persons who buy and process mineral or mineral products for sale beyond any
lease area;

(ii) the end users consuming 500 MT or more of minerals per annum for commercial
purpose;

(f) “dealers registration” means a registration granted under these rules authorizing a
person to whom it is granted to engage in the transaction of purchase or sale and
shall be in possession of minerals defined in clause (k) below;

(g) " Department” means Mines and Minerals Department, Government of Assam;

(h) “ End user” means any industry, distillery, brick klin, tea garden, coke bhata etc.
using or consuming minerals for commercial purpose;

(i) “Form” means form appended 1o these rules;

(i) “Government” means State Government of Assam;

(k) “mineral” means, minerals of all types mentioned in the FIRST AND SECOND
SCHEDULE ofMines andMineral (Development and Regualtion) Act, 1957 (except
the atomic mineral listed in part B of First Schedule.of Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act. 1957.

EXPLANATION:-
Any mineral shall not cease to be a mineral by reason of being subjected to any procass like
crushing, burning, breaking, drying, cutting, polishing, pulverizing or any other procedure intended
to make the mineral fit or suitable far sale or consumption.
‘ (I} "Mining lease” means a lease granted for the purpose of undertaking mining
operation;
[m) “Notification” means a notification published in the Assam Official Gazette;
(n) "Permit” means permit granted under the Mineral Concession Rules, 1960;
(o) "prescribed” means prescribed by these rules under Mines and Mineral
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957,
[p) “Prospecting License” means a license granted for the purpose of undertaking
prospecting operations under Mineral Concession Rules, 1960;
{q) “Year” means financial year from 1" April to 31" March;
{2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined herein but defined in the Act shall
A have the same meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act.
3. PROHIBITION. -
{1) All mineral dealers shall register themselves as dealers under the Directorate of

Geology and Mining, Government of Assam as per the procedure mentioned in these
rules.
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(2) All traders in minerals including those who deal with imported minerals should be
registered as dealers,

(3) No person other than a dealer or a mining lease holder shall buy or sell or offer for sale
or engage in any other transaction of buying and selling any mineral at any place or
transport mineral for the purpose of sale or consuming more than 500 MT per annum
without being registered as a dealer or lease holder for that mineral: ‘

Provided that no person purchasing and transporting mineral for own use or
consumption by himself, (where such use or consumption does not involve any
commercial activity) and any holder of a mining lease in respect of the minerals for
which he holds a lease shall be required to register himself as dealer.

4, GRANT OF REGISTRATION AND ITS RENEWAL. -

(1) Any person who is desirous of being registered as dealer or required to be registered
as dealer or requires renewal of registration shall apply in Form -A to the Director,
Geology and Mining, Assam through online;

{2) Every application made under sub- rule (1) shall be accompanied by :-

(a) (1) Fees of Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees Twenty Thousand only for registration );
(1) Fees of Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand only for renewal) ;
The fees shall be payable online (e-grass) under the following head of account:

“0853 non- ferrous mining and metallurgical industry 800 other receipt-2279-
Application fee for registration of Mineral Dealers License, Renewal of Dealers
License, issue of Transport challan”. ' '

(b) Copy of the PAN Card granted by Income Tax Department.

(c) GST Registration Certificate.

(d) An affidavit to the effect that he/ she/they have not been convicted in any case
relating to smuggling or theft of mineral or any other criminal activities.

(e) Attested copy [ies) of the certificate (s) issued by the Industries Department or any
other Government Department for establishment of the factory or beneficiation
plant or trading or stocking of mineral as the case may be.

(f) Copy of Jamabandi in case of owner of land or lease deed agreement when land is
taken on rent.

(3) On receipt of application for registration the Director, Geology and Mining, Assam shall
acknowledge the receipt in Form -B.

{4) All applications shall be submitted through the online portal for Registration and
Renewal of Mineral Dealers in the website of the Directorate of Geology and Mining,
Assam.

5. PROCESS OF DISPQSAL OF REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL APPLICATION. -

{1) The Director, Geology and Mining, Assam shall maintain a register in Form- C, where
necessary entries about the application shall be recarded from receipt to disposal of
the application
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(2) The Director, Geology and Mining, Assam after due examination of the application in
Form -A, shall grant dealer registration in Form- G with specific terms depending
upon local conditions as deemed fit, for a maximum period of 1 (one) year within 30
(thirty) days from the date of receipt of the application.

In case of refusal or rejection of the application, the reasons shall be recorded in
writing and communicated to the applicant within 20 days from the receipt of the
application.

(3) Application for renewal of registration shall be made to Director, Geology and
Mining, Assam within 60 (sixty) to 45 (forty five) days prior to the date of expiry of
the registration.

(4) Renewal shall also be for one year.

(5) If application for renewal of registration is not submitted within the time stipulated in
sub-rule (3). the existing registration shall be deemed to have been cancelled from the
date of its expiry and the dealer will have Lo apply for fresh registration.

6. TRANSPORTATION OF MINERALS. -

No person shall transport or otherwise remove or carry away any mineral from any place
without obtaining e-way bills as per standing instructions of the state Taxation
Department within or outside the state of Assam.

7. CONDTIONS. -
The registration shall be granted in Form- G subject to the following conditions:-

I The dealer shall deposit an amount of Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand) as a security
deposit duly pledged to the Director, Geology and Mining, Assam in the form of NSC.

Il.  The dealer shall maintain correct and intelligible accounts of minerals procured, stored,
stocked, processed and dispatched to different destinations in Form -F.

M. The dealer shall submit copies of the Form -E to the Director, Geology and Mining,
Government of Assam, quarterly.

IV. While removing the minerals from stock or factories the dealer shall obtain permission
from the Director, Geology and Mining, Government of Assam and transport the material
under prescribed transport challan in Form -D obtained  from the Director, Geology and
Mining, Government of Assam.

V. The dealer shall maintain daily stock and transport register in Form -Mand  submit

monthly return in  Form -H to the Director, Geology and Mining, Government of
Assam,
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VL. The dealer shall allow any competent Officer to inspect the stores and factories to verify

the stocks of minerals and take sample or the abstract from the records maintained by
him.

Vil.  Every dealer shall allow competent Officer or any Officer authorized by the Director,
Geology and Mining, Government of Assam or Secretary, Mines and Minerals Department,
Government of Assam to enter and inspect the premises, where the furnishing of
information as directed in writing shall be obligatory for such dealer.

Vill. The competent Officer or the Officer authorized by the aforesaid authority in their behalf
shall be competent to search any place in which there is reason to believe that an offence

is being committed and seize any stock of minerals in respect of which the offence has
been or is being committed.

iX. The department shall be empowered to issue any executive instruction as and when
necessary for,-
(a) proper implementation of these rules under the Act; and
(b) for regulation of mineral being transported from the area granted under a
prospecting licence or a3 mining lease or a quarrying license or a permit in
whatever name the permission to excavate minerals has been given.

8. The end user who consumes minerals less than 500 MT per annum need not submit any
returns.

9. PENALTIES.-

(1) Any persan, who contravenes any of the provisions of these rules, or buys or sells or
stores minerals except under and in accordance with the Dealers” Registration or who
transports the minerals except as mentioned in the e-way bill shall be punishabie with,-
(a) A fine of Rs. 20000/- (Rupees Twenty thousand) or imprisonment for a term which

may extend to one year or with both.

(b} In the case of a continuing contravention, with an additional fine which may extend
to Rs. 500/- (Rupees five hundred) for every day during which such contravention
continues after conviction for the first such contravention.

{2) Any person, who buys or sell minerals except under and in accordance with the
registration for commercial purpose, shall be punishable with a fine which may extend
to Rs. 20,000/~ (Rupees twenty thousand).

(3) Any person, who transports minerals except to the destination specified in the e-way
bill, shall be punishable with an imprisonment upto a term of one year or fine which
may extend to Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand) or with both.

(4) Whoever, intentionally obstructs the competent officer or any other officer in
performing his duties (in imposing penalties etc.) under these rules, shall be punishable
with an imprisonment for a term which may extend to 6 (six) months or fine which may
extend Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand) or with both.



718 THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021

(5) Refusal to allow inspection of the minerais by dealers shall be liable to fine of rupees
s 10,000/-(Rupees ten thousand).

(6) Any end user who does not maintain the register and submit the return in time shall be
fiable to a fine of Rs. 5000/-(Rupees five thousand).This shall not be applicable in case
of end user defined in rule 8.

(7) Any dealer or end user who maintain false entry in the register or submit incorrect
statement in return is liable to a fine of Rs. 10,000/-(Rupees ten thousand).

(8) When any competent Officer/authorized Officer have sufficient reason to believe that
the information submitted by the dealer or end user is false or incorrect then he may
seize the mineral 2long with register, records and challans.

10. SEIZURE AND CONFISCATION. -
(1) Every dealer or person permitted to stock, sell trade or transport shall allow any Officer
autheorized by the Government or competent Officer to enter and inspect any premises,

A where the mineral are kept or stored or transported. Providing such documents for
inspection as desired in writing and furnishing such information as directed in writing shall
be obligatory to such dealers.

(2) The Officer authorized by the Government or the Competent Officer may search any place
or vehicle in which he has a reason to believe that an offence under these rules is being
committed and seize any stock of mineral together with all tools, equipment, vehicles and
articles used in committing such offence.

(3) Every officer seizing minerals’ under these rules shall prepare a list of minerals, tools,
equipment, vehicles or any other articles se seized and deliver a copy thereof signed by him
to the person found in possession of such minerals. Such officer shall keep such seized
property under proper custody with proper official seal and with detail information in
Form- 1.

(8} Any mineral tool, equipment, vehicle or any other things /objects/material seized under
sub- rule (2) shall be liable to be confiscated by an crder of the competent court of
concerned district in the hierarchy to take cognizance of the offence committed under
these rules and shall be disposed of in accordance with direction of such Court.

{5) The Competent Authority, for compliance of rule 10{4), shall serve Notice for personal
appedrance prior to confiscating of seized items in Form -L

11. CUSTODY OF SEIZED PROPERTY.-
The competent officer shall keep the seized material or properties under the custody of
institution belonging to the Government or any responsible Officer of the Government as
far as possible or any third indepandent party in the locality with proper terms and

nditions.
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prefer an appeal in Form -J to the Secretary of the Mines and Minerals Department,
Government of Assam.

(2) Every application for an appeal shall be accompanied with a fee of Rs 500/- (Rupees
Five hundred) to be deposited in Government Treasury under the Head of Account
mentioned in sub- rule (2} of rule 4. .

The appeal shall be disposed of by the appellate authority within a period of 30
{thirty) days from the date of its receipt.

(3) The appellate authority may, for sufficient reasons, condone the delay in filing of
appeals.

13. REVISION.-

(1) Any person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal under these rules may file an
application for revision before the senior most Secretary, Mines and Minerals
Department within 30 (thirty) days from the date of communication of such
order in Form -K.

(2) Every revision application shall be accompanied with a fee of Rs 1000/- (Rupees
one thousand ) to be deposited in the Government Treasury under the Head of
Account as mentioned in sub-rule (2) of rule 4.

(3) The Commissioner and Secretary, Mines and Minerals Department may for
sufficient reasons, condone the delay of submission of revision application.

SYEDAIN ABBASI,
Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam,
Mines and Minerals Department.




-

202

720 THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021
Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form - A
[(See rule 4(1)]
Photo

1. Name of applicant (In full} :

2. Profession :

3, Full address with residential proof :

4. Father’s name in full

8.
9.

(In case of firm, give name and address of
partners and person holding powers of
attorney to act on behalf of the firm)
Specific place or place of business :

Financial status with details of

person (i.e. property, annual

payment of income Tax and any

other relevant evidence regarding

financial status) :

Specific purpose for which Registration is applied for
(Processing/ Storing/Selling/ Trading) : .
Name of mineral/ Ore for which registration is required :
Evidence of payment of application fee :

10. Name and address of person/ firm from whom

the mineral/ ore will be purchased/ procured

11. Period for which registration is required :

12. In case of renewal the number and date of original registration

13. PAN granted by the Income Department with proof thereof :
14. Sale tax clearance certificate :

15. Any special ground for grant of registration

Date of application :

List of enclosures:

DECLARATION

I/'We hereby declare that I/We have read and understood all the provisions of the Assam

Minerals Regulation and Dealers Rules, 2020 and the conditions of Registrations and [/We agree
1o abide by the same.

Place:

Signature of Applicant
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form-B
[See rule 4(3))

{Acknowledgement of receipl ol application for registration)

Received the application for registration for processing / storing / selling /

BB OF o o ccnsmnmo i i sa s on b s S a5 B AN PR e TR S e e (name of mineral / ore) from

o] s L1 oL
PN ikt s R SN R e S Rl

with the following enclosures:
£

8

Lh

Application receipt number:

Signature of the competent authority with Date:
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form-=C
[See rule 5 (1))

(Details of mineral dealer application / license)

Sl Date of Name of applicant Address of applicant | Name of
No. receipt of ! mineral/ ore
application ] E
1 2 I 4 I 5
1
2
E |
3 I
| 1
' ;
. 1 B
Place of processing/storing/| Date of Date of Date of Date of Date of
selling/ trading forwarding | forwarding grant/ appeal if | disposal of
of advance | processed refusal any appeal
copy af application
application by DGM
: to DGM . | .
6 N 7 8 9 10 11 |
|
Ppr— |
Brief orderon | Date of Dateof | Dateof | Period of Remarks | Signature .
appeal expiry of | Application | grant/ | renewal
license if for refusal |
granted | renewal |  of
| renewal _ |
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

&




THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021 723

Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals

Form-D
[See rule 7 (IV})

Dealer Transport Challan
(See section 23 C of Mines and Minerals Development and Regulation) Act 1957)

ORIGINAL
(NON- TRANSFERABLE)
Serialnumber. ... .. . ... Date...............

Transportation of interstate/ Intrastate
(To be filied in by the dealer for transport of mineral)

1. Name and address of the dealer:
2. Details of business place:

3. Mineral name:

4 Name and address of the purchaser lo
whom material has been sold and suppled

5 Quantity:- . ...... ...... tonnes . . . R AT R ST A A KRS (in words)

6. Vehicle Registration no :
7. Name and address of vehicle owner:

8. Mame and acddress of the driver in case
the mineral is to be transported by road °

9 Pilace of delivery of the material'

10. Date and time of dispatch of minaral

|/ we hereby declare that the above stalements are correct and complete to the best of
my/ our knowledge and belief.

Signature of the dealer

Signature of competent officer

Seal

Designation
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form -E
[See rule 7 (I} ]
(Account of minerals/ ores fed to plant and their recovery to be maintained daily)
1. Name of the Dealer
2 Full Address’
3. Registration No. and Date of Registration:
4. Period of Registration
5. Name of mineral/ Ore:
6 Name of the plant / factory
7. Postal address of the factory:
8. Name of district where the factory is located !
Name of | Date Opening | Quantity | Quantity of Quantity of | Closing
Months/ balance of of | f;:’;:‘;:ﬁmt ore/mineral | balance of | Remarks
year mineral/ ore | mineral | beneficiation | recovered | ore/mineral
at the fore | PAM after al the plant
plant/crude | recesived beneficiation crude
beneficiated  at plant beneficiated
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 | 8

Signature of the Licencee

Date of submission of the return



O F

THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021 725

Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form-F
[See rule 7 (1]
To,

The Director,

Directorate of Geology & Mining, Assam,
Kahilipara, Guwahati - 781019.

Subject: Issue of Transport Challan.

Sir/ Madam,
| /' we hold a Mineral Dealer Licence number A ek S T BB e i
l/iwe have procured/ received . ... ... ORI . v cmiisvsssavineianainindts ... tonns (in words)
= S I {name of mineral) from bonafide lessee/ lessees as shown below:
s | Name of lessee Name of mineral Quantity
No. i

. t -
| R | -

I/ 'we have ............. {gquanfity) ................. ... (Quantity in words)
of .oocecicciiiioo. (name of minerall on ... (date).

— T

I we, therefore, request you to kindly issue a transperting Challan Book containing
voeernne e --NOS. Of Challan.

Details of payments made:

SI. No. Amount (Rs.) [ Treasury challan number Date
| 1
Thanking you,
g Yours faithfully,
Signature..............
Name

Date: ... ... il
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(R08

Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form-G
[See rule 5(2) )

Mineral Dealer Licence No T caviess. TOAT

1. Name of dealer in full:
2. Full address.

Photo

3. Father's name in full
(In case of firm name and address
of partner and person holding power of
attorney to act on behalf of the firm)

Profession of the dealer

Specific place of places of business:

Specific purpose for which registration is granted. -
Name of mineral / ore covered under lhe Licence

Challan for payment of application fee:

w @ N ® U A

Challan for payment of security deposit .

10. Name and address of person / firm from
whom the mineral/ ore will be purchased/ procured.

11. Period of registration (validity of licence)

12. In case of renewed license, the number and date
of the original registration;

13. Number and date of application for this registration:

14. Conditions imposed by the Directorate of Geology & Mining, Assam:
(a)

(b)
(<)
(d)
(e)

Date of grant. ..

Signature of the compatent authority granting licence

Designation

Seal.




THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021 727
Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form - H
[See rule 7 (V)]
1 Name of licence halder
2. Address in full:
3. Registration No oflicense: .............. ... RITRTN B.1- 1. .
4. Period of license.
5. Name of Mineral / ore transported.
6. Place details from which mineral /fore is trangported: ... ..... ....... .. ..cooiviirinnn
7. Total amount of mineral / ore transported:
Month | Date | Opening Quantity of Numbers | Destination | Closing Remarks
stock to be | mineral / ore | of the 1o which stock of
transported | transported supporting | mineral / ore | mineral /
: transit transported | ore to be
| passes transported

Date of submission of the return: ...

Signature of the licencee

269



728

THE ASSAM GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, MARCH 11, 2021

9.
10. Approximate value of the seized property.

11. Remarks:

12. Signature of person from whom the property is seized:

Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form =1
[See rule 10 (3)]

. Name of officers seizing the property:

Designation and address of the officer:

3. Details of property seized

a Place of seizure:
b. Date and time of seizure :
¢. Descrniption of each property:

4. Rule under which property is seized:
5 Name and address of person from

whom the property is seized
Name and address of any other
claimanl for the seized property:

7. Details of “Seal” given on the seized property
8. Name and address of person under

whose custody the property has been kept.
Signature of the custodian

Signature of any other claimant for the seized property:

F 13. Name and address of the witnesses with their signatures:

Name of witness Address

Signature

Date: Signature of the officer seizing the
Property with designation and address
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Government of Assam
Dapartment of Mines & Minerals
Form —-J
[See rule 12 (1)]

Eorm of Appeal
1. Name of the applicant:
2. Address.

3. Father's name:
(In case of firm name and addresses of the
partners and persons holding the power of
attorney to act on behalf of the firm) :

4. Number and date of order of Competent Authority
against which appeal is preferred :

5. Ground of appeal
6. Evidence of payment of fee for appeal .

7. In case of appeal is preferred after 30 days of the order,
the reason of the delay :

8. Whether the appellant desires to be heard in person or through pleader:

9. Any additional information the appellant desires to furnish:

Date of filing the appeal petition:

Signature of the appellant
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form-K
[See rule 13]

1. Name of the applicant. .

2. Address.

3. Father's nams:

(In case of firm name and addresses of the
partners and persons holding the power of
attorney to act on behalf of the firm)

4. Number and date of order appellate authority against which this application is filed:

5. Ground of revision
6. Evidence of payment of fee for application.

7. Number and date of order by Competent authority against which
revision is preferred.

8. Any additional information the revisionist desires to furnish:

Signature of the appellant
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals

Form L
(See rule 10(5)]

|| [ SR CR— Datad ......, cccvvevsnnsonsiy 20
To,

Shri/Smti:

Address:
Sir/ madam

Take notice that the following properties which were involved in an offence committed
under ‘Assam Minerals Regulation and Dealers Rule20200n .. ... ... .. ..oocoo..... at

......... cvrnmeninnnann. ... Will be confiscated by the undersigned,

Place of occurrence of offence:
A copy of the Form-| showing details of seizure is enclosed.

You are hereby informed that you may submit a representation within 3 days from the date
of issue of this notice to the undersigned and request for a personal hearing. Failing which the
matter will be decided exparte.

Date . .........

Signature of the competent authority
Name:

Seal

Designation:

Office address:
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Government of Assam
Department of Mines & Minerals
Form - M
|See rule 7 (V)]
( Format to maintain daily account of mineral/ore)
SLNO ITEM DETAILS PARTICULAR
1. Is person concession holder or traders
L2 Registration No
3. Name of the registered person/firm
4. Address in full
5. Is mineral for captive consumption or sale
6. If mineral / ore is for sale whether to be
sold domestically or exported Fill Part A
7. If mineral /ore is procured
8. If mineral /ore is transported Fill Part B
9. If mineral /ore is processed r Fill Part C
Part A
(Format to maintain daily account of mineral/vre in case of procurement)
SL.NO ltem Details ) Particulars
L Name of mineral/ore or waste procured
2. Place of Business
Date | Opening Quantity | Particulars Source Total Quantity of | Closing | Remarks
stock of of of from stock minerals/ stock of
mineral/ mineral! | supporting which of | waste mineral
wasle waste Transit mineral | ore/ consumed/ /wasie
at the procured | Permit/ iwaste is | mineral | sold procured
stockyard’ | (‘ronne) Delivery procured | (torne; | /dispatched (“tanns)
factory Challan I for
{"tanns) Progessing
—_ {‘tonne)
\ =
~ ¥
PartB _
) {Format to maintain daily account of mineral/ore in case of transportation)
| SLNo ltem Details Particulars

Name of mineral/ore or waste 10 be
transported

2. Place from which mineral/ ore or waste is
transported
L Total quantity of mineral/ore or waste to be

transported
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Date | Opening stock of | Quantity of | Particulars of Destination Closing stock of | Remarks
mineral/waste mineral’waste | Supporting 1o which mineral/waste
transpaoried Transported | Transit Permit/ mineral/waste | transported !
{lunne) (ronng) Delivery Challan | transported fronne)
|
i |
|
|
4 Part C
(Format to maintain daily account of mineral/ore in case of crushing, pulverizing or any kind
ol processing)
A
-  SLNo item Details _ Particulars
i.. 8 . Name of mineral/ore processed
"- 2 Name of plant/factory
1 1. Address in full of the factory

Date | Opening Quantity | Quantity Quantity Particular | Closing * Remarks
stock of of of of sof stock of
mineral/ore | mineral/ mineral/ mineral/ supporting | mineral/ore
; processed ore ore fed to ore Transil processed
' at the received the recovered Parmit! al the
plant at the beneficiation | after Delivery plant
{tonne) plant plamt bereticiation | Challan (tonne)
‘ (tonne) {‘tonne) {tonne)
"' ~
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